
.J ;•

delivered by the two Ministers, that there was ro
great imblic iutcreat iinjxM'illed l>y tin- (•f)iitiniuiii(,'e

lit the |)i'»;sent time of the state of tilings wliiuli hits

been continuing for some time, while it would
apjiear tliat very serious inconvenience would
result, even if the destruction of tlie entire lumber-

ing business would not result, from a severe course

being taken in this regard. All I ask now is, tint

as we have not had an opportunity of fully diii-

cussing this (juestion, wliich we had reason t >

expect woultl lie given to us Iiy the (Jovernnient

Hill on the ]iaper standing in the name of tlio Min
ister of Marine, which, wo understand, will not

now be proceeded with, there shall be given a very

careful reconsideration of tlie condition of affairs

with respect to these rivers on which the lion, tlie

Minister is at present enforcing the prohibition ;

and that unless it be made upon that reconsidera-

tion absolutely jilaiii that such an iiii]iortant inter-

est as the navigation interest is about to be seriously

interfered with by the continuation of the sysnni.

a stay of these vigorous ])rocecdings shoubl take

place in the instance which has given rise to this

discussion.

ORDNANCE LANDS.

Mr. BLAKE. I think I know something about
the claim. The claim arose out of the stijiulation

of the original cession, which was jiartly statutory,

of this land along the canal l«y Mliicli it was
alleged to be on the condition tiiat there should be

no l)uildiiigs erected (m it, and that it should liefor

the use of the canal only, and there is an allegation

that there has been a forfeiture of the allegaticm by
the erection of buildings. 1 think those buildings

were erected by S()uatters. It nonld be imjiortaiit

to know how nuicji of this is f ir law co.sts, and
how iimcli for commis.sion on .sale of lands, and
who is the seller of the lands and what is the rate

pf comiiiission '1

• Mr. liLAKK. Ls there not a (juestion as to the

rtCjiosit on the Logan farm, which the auctioneer

retaineil.

' Mr. BLAKE. What are we giving commi.ssion

for if the aucticmeer retains the .?7,(KMI or .<!8,()00 ?

Mr. liLAKE. f think the chiim, howevei', ex-

tends to a poitioii th;it surrounds the bywash as

well as to the otlicr portion.

' THE RAILWAY QUESTION.

Mr. HLAKE. My lion, friend from Nortli Nor-
folk (Mr. Charlton) must remember that the jiolicy

of the (iovernmeiit according to a statement made
by a very imjiortant member of t)u! (iovernment
before the last election, so far from parting with
these (iovernment railways in the Maritime Pro-

viaees, was to increase them by the ])uiclia.sc of

th^projierties of private corporations, in order as

Sir ("luirles Tup|ier .said in a telegram which I read

to the House, that they niigiit both lie run with
greater economy and with greater advantage to the

public .service. It is true, that policy has not yet

been etl'ected ; but we have no doubt whatever that

although Sir C'harhs is no longer there, his spirit

still prevails, ami that within a reaso'iable time,

before the next election, the telegram will again

materialise.

Mr. BLAKE. I'rojio.sals of this kind have
accomplished certain ends on former occasions.

There was a fortner occasion when this subject

was lirought forward, not on the s\iggestion of a

simi>le candidate for a county, no matter how im-

portant lie iniglit be, but on the formal representa-
tion of the most imjiortant man in the Ministry
next to the I'rime Minister. It was on the 1 Ith

of February, 1SS7, that Sir C'liarles Tupper tele-

grajdied to the ))resent lu)n. member, then the can-

didate actively canvassing for Albert (Mr. Weldon),
as follows ;

—
" I intend to .iiibmit Im my coIlcnKiics a proposal to con-

solidate the branch railwiiys with main lino, by which
greater economy in aJininistration will be effected, and
much greater utility to the country secured."

'Hiink of it ! The Minister who had been in charge
of the Dejiartment of liailways for a long time,

and who was then, I think, Minister of Finance,
and who therefore had a long ex])erience in the
two Departments which most specially fitted him
to deal with a matter of this kind- his experience
in the Department of Railways having gi\ en him a
knowledge of the reipiirements of the railways of

the country, and his knowledge of the Finance
Dejiartment having iiistruc'ted him in regard to

the attention to iie jiaid to tiic finances of the
country that Minister, with all that exjierience,

and with all that influence, had c<nne -it is true at

a late period, it is true at a critical jieriod, it is

trie at a jieriod which perhaps did not fit him f(

calm consideration of all the fiscal and economical
(piestions which were involved, at a period when
his judgment might perhajis, to a certain extent, be
obscured by other and jiolitical considerations had
come— to this conclusion, that the consolidation of

the branch raih\ ays with the main line of the In-

tercolonial would at once efl'ect greater economy in

the administration of the whole and much greater
utility to the country ; and he had also coiiu^ to the
conclusion that it was his duty to submit tohiscol-

leagm^s a projiositioii to accomplish that result. He
obtained from the people that measure of jiower

vvliich he desired the Ailiiiiiiistration to secure

—

whether by these or similai- devices it is not material
now to consider but he came to this i'ailiainent

backed by my hon. fiiiiids o))])osite. many of whom,
no doubt, received telegrams, the lion, member for

Albert (Mr. Weldon) amongst them. I cannot
doubt that Sir Charles Tupper submitted that
pi-oposal to the ( !ovciimieiit. I cannot iloubt that

the member for Allu^rt pressed upon him to jiress

U])on them that tlu' iiropo.sal shoald be carrieil out.

I cannot doubt that Sir Charles Til|)jier did all ho
could and who coulil do more '; to bring about
the redem]ition of the promise w hicli had so suc-

cessfully redeemed the County of Albert.

Mr. IJLAKl']. He had not time enough ! He
left his office and the countrv. and the hon. mem-
ber for Albert ( *'!•. Wcl(h)ii) tells us that foi four

years ho has be 'ahoring in that lield which Sir

Charles Tupper <; <erted.

Mr. I'd.AKE. ^Vell, for three years. I recoin-

menil the hon. inembei' fur Albert, who now for

the first time brings this matter before I'arliamcnt,

to continue laboring, with the assurance that it

will not be until the time, or about lln' time shortly

jireceding the general election, that he may exjiect

to reai> a harvest as the result of his labors. 1 do
not suppose that he will be now L'ontented ; I

hardly expect that the electors of Albert will next
time be contented with another telegram, but this

time he may jx^ssibly lio))c to get an Order in

Council providing for a future consolidation of these

railways to be effected if the next elections go right.
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