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TIIK IKOX INDUSTRY.

Attention 1ms boon awakonoi by tho didciissioii on tlio Iron and Coal InUiistrios,

since tho introiJuction of tho new tarift', as to onr tsupply of iron oro and capacity for

its manufacture.

jMuch has boon written from time to lime on this subject by tho jjeological

survey and others, but tho information submitted is in so scattoreti a form as not to

bo convenient to the general public. It is the objoct of tho second issue of this

pamphlet to give a concise report of some of tho more important iron deposits ot

the Dominion, with tho number and capacity of our blast furnaces and mills.

The tables annexed show that tho importation of iron since 1872, aggregates-

$90,387,420.00, which money has been sent out of tho country for an article w&

possess in groat abundance, and for the manufacture of whi(;h wo {^(xsscss all the

necessary facilities at home.

The statistics of tho l-lnglish, American and Belgian iii>n trade, horowitlii

submitted, show tho commercial importance of this industry to the countrie*

developing it.
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IRON DEPOSITS OF THK DOMINION.

BRITISH (JOI.UMHIA.

Magnetic Iron Ore.

(^Texada Island., B.C.—Geukxjical Survey.)

" Tnis important deposit occurs incrystallino rock supposed to be of Carbonil'orous

ago. The largest exposure is on the south side of the island, about throe miles

north-west of (rillies' Bay. Here the ore-bed is seen to bo from twenty to twenty-

five feet thick, and to rest on grey ciyslallino limestone, with which, for about two

feet down, are interstrati tied bands of oro, ot from half-an-inch to one inch in thick-

ness. From this n.>int to the north-west, I'or nearly a mile, tho bod is occasionally

seen, and at one place there is a continuous exposure about 250 feet long and from

one to ten feet thick. To tho north-oast it is also said to have been trace<l for more

than throo milos. As rogaiils mining and sliipment the oro is most favorably situ-

ated, while ii' tho event of smelting operations being carried on, there isati abundance

of wootl suitable for making charcoal on tho island, and Comox Harbour, from which

tho coal of tho Comox area will be shipped, is less than twenty miles distant."

Tho ore is of an iron-grey colour, and frequently contains little cavities, which

hold red or yellow ochre. Sometimes the cavities are lined with octahedral ciystals

of magnetite. A partial analysis of a spooiinon colleclod by Mr. JauAos lliohardson»


