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I'ssciitiiil ri'spcotv with tliosc nl ;uiy nllicr country, not even excepting tho United States

or l']nglaml ; t)ul still tlicn' is nunh to liMiii, iiml it is to the young men of tlu^ i)rt'S( nl

day, who an' now going out into thf world t(j liglit thi; practiral batth's of lilf, that \vr

must look to continui- the great work oi' those wlio have preeede<l them.

We need not l)e apprehensive that these studies will edueate mere theorists. It is a

truism to say that theory luisl always precede practice, C'ertaiuly it has its valuable in-

llueiiees oil all political systems, wliatevcr the purely ])raelieal politician may say in ^'..scon-

tempt tor studies bi yond his ken. "Who ever doubts now the importan(;e of the political

icb'as oi" Montes(|uieu, or the vahie of the lessons drawn by l)e Tooiiueville I'rom his stitudy

ol' American dcmocriicy, or the soundness ol' the teaching of Burki', or of Ilamiltou in

I'll

till' w i

Fc(b ralisf ( Ir wlio ean exaauerate the inlhieiice of the work of Adam Smith in

lie lield ol' i'olitical I'^conomy, since his time .so important a branch of J'olitieal

N'i''m

]!ui amoiiL': the urcat works that have been written on "overniiient, theri' is none

illord s a mere strikim; example of the inllueiicc that one Ijook can make upon tinth

political institutions of the world, than "])e I'iilsprii des L

m
full

01 s, w hid 1 was written in il

iddle of the eighteenth ceiiturv. No student of institutions sliouhl fail to read care-

v a work rci)lcti iih 1. a nun'. am iiowniii' a markab insi'jht into the mcMiuii':'

iiid wor kinii' of the I'jnglish iiovernment. and the fundamental principles of civil lil)erty.

II. be justly considered the founder of the hisiorii

omprises among its teachi'rs many of the most I

may •liool of modern times which

learned an. 1 brill

or are now, coniiec ted will: adiiiu' universitii III A uierica and

lant men w
I'^urop

bo 1

He .-

ia\ e bi'eli

llVi ly that we must iiUcrprci laws by history, and interpret history by ciistoi

aw intui-

Thea

inllueiiceol Ills opinions can he (rac( d throua'hout the ' l-'ederalist,' that exi-ellent serie-s of

commeiittirics on the American > onstitution, which, il has been well ol)served bv Chau-

qually admirable in the depth of its wisdom, the comprelieiisi\cnes.s of

1<

cdlor Kent, '

its views, the saga, ity of its relleciioiis. and the freshness, patriotism, candour, simplicity,

and elocjueiice with which its i ruths are uttered and recommended." Hamilton. Madi.son,

and the other authors of the ( institution were decfily imbued by tlie ideas of the l-'reiicli

writer,

ideas h

Hist orv mu • I place 1iiiii amoiu lb •reat architects of political syslems. m>.

IV' <pired the statesmen of l'"raiice i n e ablishing iheir present parliamentary

<vstem, and have had their i nlluellce (>n th

eS(|Uli'U. ^avsaii eiuiiieiil Ireii.ii writer lias

lilical

ft u-

instiliitions of (lermaiiv. Mont-

left 1 met liod \\ llich enables u

something more than precepts, he

111 develop his thoiiuiii and apply it to contingencies

that h ;lil not fori eXerclset;1 a di
J) and i)eriaaneiii iiillueiice m nis own time,

and is full of teaeliinL;' for ours. His name is associated wiili many of ihe most excellciii

reforms w hii h ihi- entiiry lias seen in r ranee, and he is I he re])resenilativeof the I'rench

pint 111 all It.- Ie;\riie: )rea dtl 1, ffelierosllv and wisdom

1 can well remember that the dis ussion ol il le union of the Uritish North ,\merican

provinces was acliially left for years to theorists in the pn or wa,> 'hiellv valued I)

;iuse it gave opportunities for brilliant rlietoiicil Hashes in legislative halls. Hut the

(lav came when tlii^ iheoretieil proldem had lo be solved to meet thi >() litii exi-

vpucies of old Canada, and the illfederatioil of the proviin b ame a realit v Indeed,

.\1Iiit! .Suri'l in his Lile of .Meuti'S'iuieii in tlie .wries of (iieat Kri'iirli W'lilt iti, \k 1 7i*.


