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The interînatioti we have obtained indicates
timat thie iost inimrediate andi effective furtlher
mecans of co opet itioli w ould ho a ral)id oxpait-
si mn oft aijr t ra iing, andi of aijr anti naval
fat ilities. andi lthe dispatchi of trained air per-
sonnel. These meastires we propose to institute
tmmiiediately.

At thre earliest possible moment I want to
register my earnest protest against any snch
course. In 1899, wvhen Canada offered a con-
tingent for the South African war, the British
authorities said: "We do not care to accept
your untrained units as stciti. \Vc aro willing
to take your companies and squadirons and
intermix themir with our own troops. They
hav e not got sufficient training." Thereupon
Sir Frederick Bot-den, our Minister of Militia
at that time, stated in plain terms that in
rio tircunistances wouid we dispatch the con-
tingent fromn Canada îînless it served as a
united body comimanded by its own officers.
We took that strong ground, and the British
Cloxernmnent accepted onr ternis. We sent
reginwnt after rogiment to South Africa. each
serx ing undor its own officers and wearing
dhe Canadian uniformu. Our troops added
lusItre to t ho militaty annais of our country.

In lit Grt'at \Var of 1914. witen wc offereti
'o senti ox or an expeciitionary force, the British
Gox ernmoent itrormoset ilt at. as otir mon were
se unttainod, the' best way to mtmke ii,,e of them
xvas te intermix our utnits witb the British
Arittv. Theroupon Sir Sain Hughes regis-
tecct xigorous objection andi said. "If the
Caniadimn c-ontingent goos nt ail it xviii go as
a, soliti diviston under its own officers and
wea ring ils own uniform." Again oui- soidiers
xvorthil 'v upieid tht' namne of Canatda, par-
tit'ipating on equal terms with the other Allied
t ruttes.

To-day w e have a similar proposition comn-
ing from the Covernment of Canada, that
w e shall train oui- ail' personnel anti send them
oxer bo Enigiand to be sw'ailowed up in the
Britisoh Air- Forte,(, ai api Car in ail uner-
takings as meinhers of the British Air Force.
1 îprotest miost x igorously against that pro-
pon:ai. I suthmit that we shouid train and
equip the members of our Air Force and send
them ox or as Canadian air men trnder otîr ewn
Canadian officers and, organization, to be
inaintaine<l at the exponse of this country. I
have no doubt whatever that thoir achieve-
moents at the front wiii be of the highest order,
as we re the achievements of our air mon in
the last war, and that again thcy wiii add
lus-tre to the annais of our Air Force. In
the last war we domninateti tue British Air
Force; ccir pilots wete the best mon it
hiat; they wore the leaders in ail the fights
thaàt took place. But, as tliey xvere serving in
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tht' British Air- Force, the came of Can-
ada was not heard unless some man par-
ticulariy distinguished himself. I protest
strongly against sending mon te serve in the
British Air Force. Such action wilI net be
approved of by our people. They will demand
that our mon go as formed bodies, that they
wear the buttons and badges and uniforms of
Canada, and serve as solid units of Canadians.

Now I want to draw attention te another
mattor xvhich is urgent, bocause events are
moving rapidly fromt day te day, and in our
miiitary efforts wo are being conîmuitted te cer-
tain courses whichi in sote respects are un-
sound. Thiere are in Canada to-day several
thousands of men who sorved in the late war
and left the serv ice, withi varions ranks, at
a.ges ranging front twenty to twenty-fliv
yoars. Tbey aie now, say, forty-flvo or less.
After the war they re-established themsclvcs,
mnarried, and reared families. During the past
twenty years they have discioscd that thoy
possess enorgy, initiative and capacity, and
they have raised themselx-es te important and
resîtonsible positions in tite financial, indtus-
trial, social anti econion)ic life of the country.
In cte o ast nmajority of cases these mon cotld
afford neither the tintie ner the înoney te join
the otilitia, and have done ne miiitary service'
since thýe war. I liope I shahl ho iardoned
foi, trontinning the came of an indivumai.
An example of the type of men I have in
mind is Mr. David Sinii, now Cornmissionor
of Excise, wlto servod in the First Canadian
Infantry Battalion as a privato soldier, anti
wlto ovas tiemobiiizod in that rank in 1919 at
the ago, say, of twenty-onc. David Siim is
new ene of Canada's outstandicg civil ser-
vants. Many of the mon I have in mind
left military service in tite rank of lioeutenant
or captain, having commnandod companios and
hemi staff apîoinitiients witlt distinction. Net-
witlistanding titeir failure teo serve in the
miliuia since 1919, 1 venture to assert tiat by
roason of tioir war oxporience and their
suct'ess in civil life since tue war they are of
groait inilitary value te this couîntry. Yet, in
thte schcnîe of mnobilization xvhich is being
carried eut to-day, lhey are comploteiy over-
looked. They are net in the picturo at ail.
Thoy tonstitute an oloment of outstanding
rcilitary value which ought te be availod of in
ocir nîilitary plan. Consequeetiy I urge the
Ccx ernt))ont te adopt soute flexible system
whereby ti)is vory excellent materiai, which
otherwise is likeiy te ho wholly wasted, may
be hrotîghit iI)to tîte service. It xviii ho a
scandai and an outtrage if stops are nut taken
by the Cox ornimnt te make it availablo.


