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ernment promaised but 140 acres to the
Selkirk settles, which they were getting
and 160 to the half-breeds. We could
not be Surprised at the half-breeds re.-
ceiving a little more land than the whites,
since they had Indian blood in their
veins, and repreaented the aboriginal pos,
sessionl of the territory. They were nat-
urally diuatisfied at not being granted
what the last Goverument promised them.
Every new settier. and the discharged
settlers, who had been paid for their sern
vices, were allowed 161acres apiece. lie
thought the headsb of thé half.breed fam-
ilies would have been cofitent with a sbare
of the land allotted to the other members,
but the by..law providing for tais division
had been pronounced inoonsistent with the
letter ot tue law. -ie argued ths,•consider.
ing the antecedent rights of those heads
of families, and the lieral treatment of
not only their children, but of strangers,
by the Dominion (*overnment, it would
have been uij -st su weil as unwise to pro.
long their ditcontent by refus ng them the

emaim whach they made in ail fairnes and
equity. He explamned the nature of the
hay privilege, and exposed the idea of the
enortous value of the two mile strip and
the other tract& proposed to be given the
halt-breeds. He inaintained that on the
ground ot Ion ! possession, services to the
settlement, and for other reasons, the
half-breeds were entitled to alil the bill
would concede them. (Hear, hear).

Bon. Mr. SUiEHERLAND aid it was
very unfortunate this land question bad
not been settled long since. From the
firet grant of 1,400,000 acres, it was pro..
posed to allow the half-breeds and old
white settLiers, whom he (Mr. *.) more par.
ticularly represented, 140 acres apiece;
but mince the Manitoba Act on this
subject was . passed, the grants had been
mo mnipulated as to give the half.
breed children 190 to 195 acres each,
while the new Bill wa to band over 160
acres to .ach head of a family. He difIer-
ed with his honorable colleague (Kr.
Girard) as to the old whites being not en-
titled to as much land as the hdf-treeds.
It appeared the whites must be matisfied,
andc de without more at prement, but se-
ing It wam proposed at first tO put them
on the sme footing, he did not think the
Selkirk Colonisté would be content with
the dismimination against them which this
Bill would create. The honoraole gentle.
mm explained that owing t the narrow
fronlage of many .of the old settlers'
farms, on the river, even when they re-
c.ived the two mile strip in question, they
Vrould nos have nore than 7U fres apiece

Lands.

It would be very great injustice to take
a*ay from those settlers the river lands,
without which they could not subsist, the
remainder being inadequate to their supA
port. lie would not offer any resistance
to the Bil, because it proposed to settle
the land question, the want of a
settlement ot which had produced much
agitation; But he earnestly urged the
Government and the House to place the
old white settlers on an equal footing with
the half-breeds, assuring members that
with ever this concession, those colonists
would not have any land for speculation
or other than necessary purposes

Hon. Mir. SCO LT quite agreed with the
hon. gentleman who had preceded him
that it was very much to be regretted the
whole subject was not dealt with in a more
liberal spirit in the beginnmng, as it would
have saved a great deal of heart..burning,
trouble, and expmnse. The discrepancy
between the amount 0f land expected and
received by the half.breeds, arose entirely
from an error on the part of an officer of
the branch af the service incarge of this
interest. It was supposed that the 1,400,.
000 acres was intended to give 160 acres.

tion. Mr. ARKUN8 disented from the
statement.

Hlon. Kr. SCOTT gave Col. Dennis as him
authority. The hon gentleman pointed
out the difficulty of withdrawing lands
granted the half-breed children, in order
to a fresh division for the benefit of the
parents also. Confirming the grant to the
children, which they had under the old
act to do, allowed them 190 acres each in-
stead of the 160. originally intended, and
pointed out the error of the bill of last
session granting but 160 acres, and of the
under estimate of the Selkirk settlers. He
stted that were he approaching the mat-
ter for the first time, he would be prepared
to give twice or thrice 140 acres to the
men who had gone out to the North West
no many years ago, planted the British flag
there and endured all hardships in the
founding of the present settlements and
introduction of civilization. It was asum.
ed the Selkirk settlers would have been
satistied with what they got; doubtleus
they were entitled to more, but as remark-
ed by an hon. gentleman, land was cheap
in that country, and free grants codld be
had in abundance by boxafude settlers. He
proposed to amend the«bill in Committee
by striking out the third and fourth
clauses and introcucing a general
clause; providing that all perons satis.
factorily establiahing an undisturbed
occupancy of any lande Within the Pro.
Vince of Manitob., prior to, lad la actual


