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stitution, hg thought it would have
been better to take the opinion of the
different Provinces on the matter, and
if this had been donc, probably a differ-
ent result would have been arived at
from that now attained. For his part
lie thought this Senate itself should be
the highest Court of Appeal for the
people of the Diominion, just as the
English House of Loirds was the high-

est tribunal in the Biitish Empire.
He saw nothiniq in our constitution
which would prevent the Governient
from naning seven oi eight ieinbers
of this Senate as a .ildicial Conmmittee
which might be vested with appellate
jurisdiction. lis greatest oljection to
the bill was that it would institute
another jurisdiction nii we alreadv
had too nany degrees of jurisdietion.
He quoted ioi Jer'eny Dentham,
who stated that there ough t not to be
iln any country more than two dlegrees
ofjurisdiction. In the Province of Que-
bec they already had thiee degrees
of jurisdiction, vhile this pioposed
Supreme Court would make a fourth,
and if, as many desiied, hie riglt of
appeal to the Privv Couneil vas re-
tained, there would be five degrees of
jurisdiction for that Province. le
also argued that there should bc soie
connection between the legislative and
judicial powers, in the manner' he had
just suggested, in appointing a .Judicial
Committee from the Senate. The in-
tention of the framers of the Confeýde-
ration Act seemed to have been that a
Supreme Court of Appeal should be
created only when the assimilation of
the laws of the various Provinces was
completed-a process which was yet
far from being realized. The constitu-
tional difficulty was also one which
seemed to him not easy to get over.
He considered that by the 14th sub-
section ofthe 92nd clause of' the British
North America Act, the whole admin-
istration of justice, without any reserve
-except that provided in clause 101,
was put into the hands of the Local
Legislatures of the Provinces. This
bill proposed to give judges, chosen
from all parts of the Dominion,
power to decide civil cases, which,
under the constitution, belonged
exclusively to the jurisdiction of the
Provincial Courts. Ile did not see
how this court would afford perfect

security to parties claiming the pro-
teetion of the laws of their own
Province. low could they, in the
Province of Quebec, for exaniple, have
a stronger assu rance of obtaining justice
in a court of six judges, of which only
two were from that Piovince, than in
their own Court of Appeals conposed
of five or six jidges thoroughly versed
in all the laws and julrisprudence which
prevailed in that Province. le main-
tained that it was cleaily bevond the
power of this Dominion Legislature to
abolish the right 'of appeal to the
Privy Cmmei a right which at present
was guaranteed to each Canadian
under the laws of the several provinces.
It had been decidel in Fngland that
every British subject. h1a( the right of
appeal to the Privy Counil. le con-
sidered that the bill, in several particu-
lars, was unconstitutional, and that the
Ministry should not press its acceptance
upon the Senate at this late hour of
the session. It would encroach upon
the jurisdiction and powers of the
judiciary of' the several provinces.
Some of its provisions had not evi-
dently received a sutlicient]y carefut
attention fron its franers. Ie con-
cluded by announcing his opposition
to the bill, although some of its clauses
were not objectionable. Still he would
oppose the second reading of the bill,
since Government had proniised an
ample opportunity for its dliscussion in
Committee.

HoN. MR. ALLAN agreed that the
bill ought to receive the most careful
consideration by this House. The
establishment of a Supreme Court was
a necessity that must come sooner- or
later, though it might be a matter of'
opinion whether that time had already
arrived. The bill had been frequently
hrought up in previous sessions of Par-
liament and by the late Gover'nient,
but somehow or other it never seemed
to have made much progress, a fact
which might perhaps be attributed to
a general feeling that the time for the
establishment of a Supreie Court had
not yet arrived. He would not now
pronounee for or against the bill, and
wished to hold himself per'fectly free
to deal with it as lie heard its provi-
sions explained in Committee. He
thought it was beyond the power of
this Legislature to abolish the right of
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