
.Ianîîarv 24 lQ514
Supplenzenz'ary Rer irement Betiefits Act (No. 2)

tiresome view of history that he seems to have. 1 believe there
are limits to these extensions, generally a couple of minutes.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: With ail due respect to the Hon.
N4ember, when the House gives unanimous consent for the
extension of an Hon. Member's remarks, the Chair is not
aware of any procedure in the rule book by which a limit can
be placed on the time.

Mr. Hopkins: 1 appreciate the remarks fully, Mr. Speaker.
After several meetings of the Standing Committee on

Miscellaneous Estimates, this Bill was returned to the House
without amendiment. This simply means that with the excep-
tion of the 6.5 per cent and 5.5 per cent change, the Govern-
ment wants the Bill to remain in its original state.

1 realize that the Minister in charge of the Treasury Board
has a tough row to hoe in piloting this legisiation through the
House, but as he knows, I have talked with him on several
occasions because 1 am one of those Members who has many
people in my constituency who are affected by this Bill and
they do not faîl in the upper income brackets. For this reason,
1 stihl have great reservations about this Bill and i have had
considerable discussions with my colleagues on this matter.

Therefore, it is with regret that 1 state now that i cannot
support Bill C-I133.

Some Hon. Niembers: Hear, hear!.

Mr. Hopkins: 1 have arrived at this decision without malice,
without any il] feelings, but certainly in ail seriousness and
sincerity. 1 want to thank Hon. N4embers for their patience.

Hon. Steven E. Paproski (Edmonton North): Mr. Speaker, 1
%would like to say a few words with regard to the Supplemen-
tary Retirement Benefits Act, particularly after listening to
some of my pinko friends to my far left who keep making these
disparaging rcmnarks about the Conservative Party. If they
keep saying things like that, they will not be at five points in
the Gallup poils, but they wiii be iucky if they have one point
in the Gallup polis.

Mr. Deans: The Gallup poil is not necessarily a measure of
the truth.

Mr. Paproski: Whiie 1 ani speaking 1 wish they were not
taiking about polis. There arc a few Members over there who
feel that they know what they are taiking about, but when 1
came herc at Il o'ciock this morning and iistened to some of
the nonsense, I couid not believe they would make some of
those ridiculous remarks in this Chamber after seeing the
Gallup poil ovcr the wcekend.

The Hon. Mcmbcr for Renfrew-Nipissing-Pembroke (Mr.
[Hopkins) recaiied history during his remarks when he said that
the Conservative Party was going to fire 60,000 civil servants.
That is a ridiculous remark. We have gone through that
routine and we wouid neyer have taken such action. It is fine
for the Minister of Justice (Mr. MacGuigan) to say that, but
we did not even have the opportunity to look at it, much iess
listen to such trash as that the Conservative Party was going to

eliminate 60,000 top-notch civil servants in this country. I
cannot believe anyone would even think of something like that.

i am surprised at this heartiess Government ,s proposai to
impiement its six and five program on the backs of pensioners
in this country, particularly civil servants. I cannot believe it
wouid stoop so low at this time and take away the pension that
civil service pensioners in this country have contributcd to over
the last few years. The Government is now teiling thcmn that it
does not have enough money and pensioners wiii have to settle
for a six and five agreement. It is breaking an agreement
which it made with the pensioners in the civil service of this
country. 1 suggest that this heartless Government is scraping
the bottomn of the barrel. 1 find it ridiculous that i must risc on
January 24, 1983 to debate such a Bill as C- 133.

I wouid like to repeat the remarks made by my coileague.
the Hon. Member for Winnipeg-Assiniboine (M4r. McKenzie),
as they appear at page 22018 of Hansard on January 20, 1983.
At that time he said:

Tte Conservatîve Party has steadlastly supported Pubîlic Service pensioners in
teir figtt to defeat a Bill which takcs $165 million aw.iy front pensioncrs, i
segment whict is oftern lea.,t able to defcnd its rights and proteet its standard of'
living. Thc Conservative Party is ssell aware th,ît public emplovees p.iy 7, per
cent of their salary to support their pension plan. The privie sect,îr ernploec
contributions seldom cxceed 5 per cent ,înd are l'requently less

Beniefîts paid froin the plan to date havc bcen more teavils lin.ini.ed bx
employees than by their employer. Of' SI1.360 million paîd out beisseen October,
198 1, and September. 1982, employex contribiited $738 million vomnp.rcd 10 Ilie
Government's 625 million.

The (onservatîve Governiment of 1979-80 was aîble to trii $5111 million Ironi
the federal budget wîttout any ineome penalties to retired! civil servants or senior
citizens in general. Approximately $445 million would be paid ont of benelits ttis
year. aceordiug to ttc Treixury Board, and $421) million will conte ont of tte
Consolidated Revenue Fund, with onîxy $25 million covered bN the cointributions
made bv pensioners when thex were emploved. This is due to thc î,îct ibat. wshile
the plan was ouly implemented in 1979, the benclits aire exîended tii .ll retired
publie servants wtetter or not ttey contributed lo tte funid

As tinte goes ou. ttc drain on tte (RF 'silI dinmist ,înd ttc Supplemneut.irs
Retiremeut Benefits Account wîll pav a larger stare of ttc benefîts,

IHe went on to say:
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The total coxt of' îndexîng ttc pension 'sas appronimnatels 4.s per ceut of flic
payroîl lrom ttc regular public servants faîst N'ear. Penision., tor thc 'srmed 1 orce,
and somne otter groups are .îdmnustered xeparately,

Ttere is a paper lîigure of $15.5 billion in ttc Public Service Superinnu.itioi
Account. Ttc present employees' contribution raie o)' 1 per cent sal.irv to thîe
SRBA provîdes for only a 1.5 per cent inflation rite in Ilie luture, a.ieording to
ttc Treasury Board.

An actuarial analysis el.iims ttat tte total surplus o) $[';.i billion in the
superannuation account is sufficient to meet future tenelît payiemnts aînd thc
aecrued îuterest on this account, especally if tf sere invested at aî tîgt rate of'
înterest. would te more than adequate to cover ttc cost il' pension indexation.
Records stow ttat ttc public service emplovees tave coîîtributed more to ttc
pension ttau tteir employer. 1 suggesî that ttc (iovernoleu t- enployer contribu-
tions ttrougt ttc PSSA and SRBA te îuvestîg.îtcd to determine il' tev thave
been adequate.

That was part of the speech of my friend, the Hon. N4ember
for Winnipeg-Assiniboine, who plainiy said it in four or fivc
paragraphs.
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