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Questions

COMMONS

I have seen the story which was sent out
from the House of Commons by the Canadian
Press. That story is fair and impartial, and
if properly used by the newspapers this ques-
tion could not have arisen.

Your committee has put itself on record
time and again as being unanimous in its
desire to give all interested parties the fullest
opportunity to make representations to the
committee. At present we are getting on
record the departmental case. As a courtesy
we have already heard representatives of one
Indian organization, because they were in
Ottawa in conference; and if we can find some
feasible means of having Indians in atten-
dance at all times we shall be glad to recom-
mend it. However, the Reverend P. R. Kelly,
himself a full blooded Indian, who repre-
sents the largest democratically organized
group of Indians in British Columbia, and in
fact in Canada, has expressed to members of
the committee his belief that the present is
not the time for the committee to have Indians
attend Ottawa constantly to be in attendance
during the deliberations of the committee.

But we have, and I think it is important to
emphasize this, engaged as counsel and for a
liaison officer between the committee and the
Canadian Indians, a member of the Six
Nations band who is also a member of the
Ontario bar. He attends all meetings of the
main committee and the subcommittee on
agenda and procedure, questions the witnesses,
and later, when we arrive at the time to hear
representatives of Indian bands, will assist
them in the preparation and presentation of
their briefs.

It is most unfortunate that the newspapers
did not take the time and trouble to make a
proper use of the Canadian Press report.
This is not the time when the Canadian Indian
should be allowed to believe that your com-
mittee is not doing everything in its power
to give effect to the resolution moved on
May 13 last by the Minister of Mines and
Resources (Mr. Glen), the order of reference
to the committee, or desires in any way to
restrict either the scope or the character of
our inquiry. I am glad to have this oppor-
tunity to assure the house, the people of
Canada generally, and Canadian Indians in
particular, that the work of the committee
will be as thorough, as comprehensive and as
searching as it is possible to make it.

Permit me in conclusion to assure all con-
cerned that the committee is doing and will
do all in its power to ensure that the revision
of the Indian Act will in every sense be the
magna charta of Canadian Indians.

[Mr. Brown.]

Mr. A. L. SMITH (Calgary West): Mr.
Speaker, arising out of a similar question of
privilege my complaint is this, that the Midna-
pore Gazetle, immortalized by Bob Edwards
but never published, has not mentioned my
name in the last three months.

RAILWAY COMMITTEE

Second report of standing committee on
railways, canals and telegraph lines—Mr.
Breithaupt.

QUESTIONS

(Questions answered orally are indicated by
an asterisk)

P.EJI. FERRY “PRINCE EDWARD”

Mr. McLURE:

1. Has the Borden-Tormentine Ferry Prince
Edward been overhauled and repaired?

2. If so, when will she resume her work?
Where were her repairs done?

3. What was the cost of repairs?

4. Has the Scotia been able to take care of
all freight at Borden-Tormentine ferry? If not,
how many cars are waiting transportation?

Mr. CHEVRIER:

1. Yes.

2. (a) Resumed regular operation on July
6 at 2:31 am.; (b) At Halifax Shipyards
Limited, Halifax, N.S.

3. Not yet finally determined. Specifica-
tions can be prepared only of known work
to be done prior to entering ship repair plant,
but drydocking and examination of hull by
steamship inspector frequently reveals the
necessity of considerable additional work, and
the over-all price has not yet been settled.

4. The Scotia has taken care of movement
of all freight between Borden and Tormen-
tine, but there has been some delay in the
movement of the lower grade commodities.

VETERANS LAND ACT—LAKE CENTRE,
SASKATCHEWAN

Mr. DIEFENBAKER:

1. How many applications for (a) land; (b)
loans, have been made by_veterans under the
provisions of the Veterans Land Aect within the
federal constitutency of Lake Centre, Saskat-
chewan, since the 1lst of January, 19457

2. Of these, how many have been (a) accepted;
(b) refused?

3. What are the names and addresses of the
applj)cants and what decision was made in each
case’

Mr. TUCKER:

1 and 2. Lake Centre federal constituency
is in the Regina and Saskatoon regional areas.
The following information is supplied respect-
ing applications for financial assistance that
had been reported to the Saskatoon district
office from inception of operations to May
31, 1946:



