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one contrasts the proceedings in this parlia-
ment with those of any other legisiative
assembly on earth, they will ha found to
compare favourably with those of other
assemblies.

My hon. friend referred to the British House
of ýCommons, a noble institution. It has main-
tained high standards; but I submit that any
one who has followed the discussions in the
British Housa of Commons, aven in this tima
of war, will have observed that, in many
particulars. they have been more acrimonicus
than has been the case witb dlis.cussions that
have taken place here. And as far as comn-
panisons with what takes place je congrass
or elsewhera are concernc3, 1 think this bouse
of Commons can stand on its own feat with-
out fear. However, I arn pleasad týhat my
hon. friend is going to do ail in his power te
sea that this high standard is maintained,' and
I shall certainly do what I can to cooperate
with him toward that end.

My hion. friend asked me to speik on a
large number cf subjects. I had rather made
up my mind that 1 would fellcw a different
course this session if possible; that 1 would
not make speeches that wero toc -long. I
have been criticized a great deal on that
score, and I must say as 1 listened to my
hion. friend to-day I began to sec that 'such
criticismn may be very just. Therefcre 1 hope
hoe will not cxpect mue te answer to-day al
the questions lie has raised. But at the
appropriate time during the course cf the
session I shahl do the best 1 cao te give bim
the information hie wishes.

lHe spoke at considarable length cf what ha
referred te as dissatisfacticn with the adminis-
tration. Ho spcke more particularly cf dis-
satisfaction with what is sometimes referred
te as a grewieg bureaucracy. My licn. friend
referred te it ie different ccnnections. H1e
re.ferred te it in speaking cf the Winnipeg
programme, Hie referred te it as a departure
frcm responsible govereiment because cf the
powers givon te boards, and the orders passed
under the War Measures Act.

No cne deplores mcre than I do, and I arn
sure bion. members in the house generally do,
that, in a time cf war, it is necessary te
establisb boards te do what responsible min-
isters in time cf peace are able te manage
witheut such additions te the administration.*
But in timnes cf %var it is simply impossible
fer ordinary goverement departmants te hope
te administer the different policies that have
te be carried- eut except with the aid cf
boards of cee kind and another te, assist the
ministers.

My hon. friends opposite have changed their
attitude very mucli toward the goverement je
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that particular. I remember in the first year
cf the war, and even Up te late je 1941, we
were being told ovor and over again that what
the country waeted was net political contre1

ie matters pertaining te the war. Whsat they
said was wanted wero ind-ependent bcdies,
bodies that would be free cf pclitical control
altoge.ther. The leader cf the oppositicn cf
the day was continually sayieg that the ad-
ministration was seeking far toc much te
centrol matters. Look at the financial papers
cf the ccuntry and see the extent te which
they, at that tima, wene saying that the
govereiment ivas keeping the administration
cf ail thase mattens far tee much in its owe
haeds; that we ought te have experts, leading
mon je industry and business thrcughcut the
country, enlist them je the service cf the
government, give them a free hand and net
interfero with them, allow thema te act
independentiy.

But now that the goverement bas enlisted
very large numbers cf business mon and
business experts je the administration cf wan
affairs, my hion. friends say, No! ne! those
gentlemen s.hould eet ho allowed te administer
those thicgs. The goveremeet ought to take
ioto its cwe hatids the control througli the
responsible ministors who are the beads cf the
difforent departmcnts; je other wcrds, thora
should ho more in the way cf pclitical control.
It is easy te criticize, but I ask hion. members
te place thomselves ie the position cf the
administration je dealing witb war affairs. I
suhmit that the ooly way in whichi it is possible
fer the gcverniment te carry on in timo of war
's te have allicd with it je matters cf admin-
istraticn such organizatices as are neces:sary,
crganizations improvised je coneectien with
carrying cet the affairs cf the adminis~tration.
That doos Oct mean that the goveromeet or
aey ministon cf the crown ceases te ho rospon-
sibie for the administration cf affains; the
responsihility must always rest ce the ministry.

Ie order tc bring home more clearly to hon.
members what 1 have in mind, may I say
that wbee the Ministor cf National Defence
(Mr. Raîsten), doaiing with the affairs cf bis
department. bas made the appcintmeets cf the
mnilitary authorities, whicb hoe thioks are noces-
sary and best, the genorals and ether cificors
wbo have command on the military side, ho is
stili finally respcnsible for any mistakes which
they make. The last thing, hcwever, hae would
ho expected to do is to hc continually inter-
fering with, those who bavea been given a par-
ticular task to perfcrmi on the field cf battia.

It is exactly the samne w~ith respect te the
ministry je relation te the othon departments
which have te do with the administration cf


