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at least on whicb they are closely united.
It is that one particular argument that bas
been so frequently used against this govern-
ment, namely tbat of decreasing commodity
prices. More particularly bam that argument
been raised in connection with butter prices.
How many times bais this bouse listened to
these words: "Butter was selling for so much
in 1929, but in 1931, 1932 or 1933-as the case
may be-'it is only so much."

Mr. SPEAKMAN: Or so littie.

Mr. GOBEIL: I did flot hear wbat the
bon. member said. I do flot ob.ject to bon.
merabers using that argument, if they wisb,
until the next general clection. I feel quite
sure that suchi an argument will ot lead
them out of the valley of humiliation. Unless
t.hey have made up their minds that they do
nut wish to corne back to tire brouse after
the next election I really cannot understand
why they stili use that argument. In the
first place it will do them no good, because
Canadian dairy farmers are flot fools. This
argument is certainly the poorest bon. mcm-
bers opposite could put forward. There is
one way and one only of establishing relatively
high or low prices on any one commodity,
and that is by comparing the price paid iri
Canada with that paid in other countries
where it is produced or sold. Every Canai-
dian knows that a comparison of present
prices with those obtaining four or five years
ago is a cbildishi and, ridiculous procedure.
People outside the bouse would flot dare do
it, but it would seem tha.t bon. memnbers
opposite bave flot abandoned tbe practice.
Outside the bouse we neyer hear such com-
panisons-, because they cannot be substantiated
by facts. Hon. members opposite cannot
mention one country in the w'hole world
wbere commodity prices are the same to-day
as they were tbree or four years ago. There
remains, hopçever, the infallible meth'od of
comparing the prices paid in otber countries
witb those paid in Canada. If we follow
that method, in wbat position does Canada
stand to-day?

Speaking in this House of Commons on
October 20 last, I placed on Hansard somne
comparative butter prices on the three
markets in wbicb we are interest ed. I refer
to, the markets in Canada, the United States
and ýGreat Britain. Tbe quotations I gave
at that time were for different montbs in
the years 1930, 1931 and 1932. I am sorry
that at this time I find it necessary to repeat
tbem, but I feel I will be justified in so doing,
and for that reason shahl place them again
on Hansard. My purpose in placing these
figures before the house is, in tbe first place,
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to show that there bas been a change in
butter prices not only in Canada but in the
other two countries, and, in the second place,
to show that the Canadian position bas been
improving. The following is a comparison
of butter prices in the th-ree markets I have
nientioned:

June, 1930.
J111y, 1930.
A1rglrst. 1930 ....
1)eceiber. 1930.
.Jd111iy, 1931 ...
February . 1931 ...
Marceh. 1931 ....
Marelh. 1932 ....
April, 1932 ....
MNa '. 1932........*
Auigust, 1932 ....

Cada
27.13
27.59
28.67
28.63
30.80
31.61
31.13
26.31
20.06
16.81
19.21

United
States
32.93
35.24
38.92
32.18
28.50
28.50
28.88
22.61
'20.04
18.83
20.31

England
28.02
28.95
28.53
23.43
24.11
25.74
25.32
18.94
19.38
17.81
17.81

Speaking a few days ago tho hon. member
for Sherbrooke (Mr. Howard) placed a few%
figures on ilanýsard. H1e gave ie prices of
butter for the montbs of Januaryl, February,
November and Decomber of 1932. 1 shall
ot, dispute -bis figures; I take it for granrted
t bey are corrýet,, but tbey are flot for the
s-ume montbs as the fig-ures I gave. I quite

'Mgre -vi'th the hon. member that. since the
,winter of 1930, Canadian prices have been
fiuctuatLing, bringing about a condition under
wbicà in some months the United Statcs
prices wcere bigber and in others Canadian
prices; werce highcr. On thc whole, however,
Canadian prices gaincd. The bon. miember
gave figures which would indicate 'that in
thc four monthfs t.bere was a margin in favour
of United Sbaites prices of anywbere from.
two cenits- to threc cents per poumd. But he
wvent farther than tbat. In reply to a quýes-
tion asked by the b~on. member for S'tormo'nt
(Mr. Shaver) he gave the following figures
for 1928:

.Taniuarv., 1928..
February. 1928..
Noveorber. 1928..
Decerber, 1928..

Canada
cts. per lb.

35.50
36.50
39.90
40-60

United
States

ets. per lb.
48.90
46.50
50.70
50.80

This was :9 comparison of Canadian witb
American prices for some time back, showing
a diffe-rence of anywhere from five cents to
ton cents per pound in favour of American
prices. Since the winter of 1930, bowever,
tbe difference has v.ery often bren in our
favour, and seldom in favour of tbe United
States fariner.

M'ay I remnind tbe house thait several hon.
members opposite bave referred to my re-
marrks of October 20. I refer particularly to
the hon. member for St. Johns-Iberville (Mr-


