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ing their budget requirements. Even in the
small matter of the fines that corne in from
prosecutions under the customs and excise
act, although the provincial government fui-
nishes ail the officers and provides gaol ac-
commodation when the prisoners are con-
victed, the fines go into the federal exchequer.
The provincial government lias to bear al
the expenses. I think in fairness this govein-
men~t should refund ta the province and ta
the varjous municipalities ail the fines that
have been collected from prosecutions under
the act.

There is another matter closely associated
with this question of the relation Letween the
municipalities and the provincial govern-
ments on the one hand and the federal gov-
ernment on the other. The country store is
passing away; the small st.orekeepers in the
variaus towns and rural districts are going-
out of business. These people are being
gradually driven out by the mail order
houses. In my home city of Sydney I have
seen a large room in the post office filled
with mail bag-s crammed with catalogues fromn
mail order bouses. The people from the
various rural districts send their money ta
these houses and get goods in return. This
practice may possibly be defc'nded on the
ground that the goods are cheaiper. Veîy well.
But I ask in ail seriausnecas why this gavern-
ment should use the post office department ta
facilitate the carrying on of this business
without making some recompense ta the
municipality that is being hurt. The local
storekeepor bas ta pay a certain amaunt af
taxation for the upýep oi the town; the
mail aider bouse pays nothing. I submnit
that the time Las corne when these mail order
hanses sbould be made to pay a share of the
taxation in the municipalities that are being
affected, so that the local storekeeper may
Le given a chance for bis lii e.

TLis forty minute mIle, Mr. Speaker, is
pretty mucli the samne as a three months'
note whieh a man Las ta meet: the time goes
veîy îapidly. I have nat an appaîtunity ta
develop any anc ai the questions which I
should like ta discuss, but 1 must burîy on
110w ta tLe subjeoct which is af supreme im-
portance ta me, namely, aur fuel supply.
We are ail agreed in this country as ta the
great necessity of establishing saýme fuel
policy-a national fuel policy if you will.
V/e ail admit that it is bigbly desirable that
we should make this country independent
in tLis respect. We Lave in Canada an ample
suppiy ai coal; at bath ends af the country
there are large coal deposits. But we are
sending aut of Canada over S100,000,000 a
ý-ear for the purchase ai coal which could Le
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supplied frein oui awn deposits if anly we
were able ta make thema available. 0f course,
aur difficulty lies riglit there. These coal
deposits are ta Le found on either aide of
the country wLile tLe great cansuming portion
ai the population is situated about midway.
It seema a somewhat sad cammentary an aur
Loasted civilization that under such ciicum-
stances the miners of Canada sbould Le in
dire distress and that public subscriptians
should have ta Le called for in aider ta feed
and clothe themn duîing the winter. This is
gaing on from year ta year and notLing
practical appears ta Le suggested. Surely
sometbing can Le done and ougbt ta be done
ta meet the situation. Our prablemn in the
province ai Nova Scotia is winter unemplay-
ment. During the summer montha we are
able ta sLip aur coal ta the St. Lawrence
market, but for four montbs in the winter

aur mines are practically idie and aur minera
out of employment. Some sort of cure bas
Leen offered by means ai tbe banking ai
coal in winter. This in my opinion is a very
poor substitute, because aiter ail the Lanking
ai coal in winter aimply takes that amaunt
ai the market away in the amer time.
Tbeîe should Le same mare satisfactory way
ai solving- tLis problema ai winter unemplay-
ment.

During the past three years we have had a
number of investigations inta the coal ques-
tioni and variaus suggestions have been offered.
The witneaaea who have appeared before the
committees ail express a desire for a national
fuel policy, but no anc wîll tell us what that
policy shauld Le. 1 do nat intend ta propose
what 1 believe ta Le a national fuel policy,
Lut I do wish ta submait ta tbis gavernment
some constructive suggestions which. 1 trust
will have same effeat in alleviating the cir-
cumstainces ai winter unemployment in Nova
Scotia. Let me state the prablema simply ta
the house. It coats us $3.80 a ton for coal at
the pit mouth and another $3.80 ta ]and it in
Montreal; that is $7.60. American coal cao
Le laid down there $2 cheaper than thia figure.
Haw shall we meet the campetition? I con-
fesa that wben 1 came Ia this parliament two
ar three yeaîs ago I had the idea that the
wbale question could very easily Le solved;
ail tLat waa necessary was a high tariff against
coal caming in fîom the American mines in
sucli large quantities. I bave learned since
that the tariff is anîy ane factor in a very
camplex problem, and that if we are ta cape
with the question ai unemplayment in Nova
Scotia there aré three or four factors that
have ta bie cansidered and three or four par-
ties ta the problemn wbo wilýl have ta make
sacrifices.


