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ers, in the country elevators, or in other

plIaces in Canada. If this lins is built that
grain is going to be f ed to the market. It
la the policy of the pool to fesd grain Vo
the market gradually, not rush it on to, the
market in a few months. Great Britain, for
example, will take about 12,000,000 bushels
a week, and it is the policy of the pool to
feed tihat grain to, that market just as it will
take it. That grain is going te be fed to

Vhs British market in the months
il pin. of May, June, July, August and

Septemiber and it muet be stored
somewhere before the new grain comnes in.
le there any reason why that grain that is
to be taken to Great Bn Vain in July or
August cannot be stored in Vhe elevators aV
Port Nelson? None whatever.

It. means a great deal if this route is
feasible. I say "if"~, because there bas been
so much contradictory evidence given on Vhe
subjeot. And there are differences and de-
grees of doubt. 1 know that a great many
hon. members have a doubt about the feasi-
bility of the route. Others again are satisfled
that it is feasible; that thers is no danger
whatever.

Mr. MANION: Have any of Vhe party Vo
which the hon. member belongs--and I ask
this merely for jnformation-inveetigated the
matter, or are Vhey juet taking the reports?
Have any of hie party really gone up Vo the
headwaters cf the Nelson river and epent
some time tihere Vo look into the matter?

Mr. MILLAR: Yes, Vwo cf the present
members cf our group, and Mr. Hoey-I
think at least four of our group have gone
over this route and carefully examined it.

Mr. MANION: I am speaking about the
strait and so forth. That dos noV cover
that.

Mr. MILLAR: Since my hon. friend ha
touched on that point, let me read a short
extract from a statement by CapVain Bernier
of Quebee. I can of course read scores cf
ýhemn, and esj can others on the other side.
This is what CapVain Bernier eays:

Âlter sixty yeo of navigation eiqperienoe, Cea"
Bernier docloired to an initerviewer: lt is while navi-
gation is open a better Toute than tihe St. Le(vrenee.
The dàffieulty te not the etidts hut the port."

Hon. members ehould take note of that
because cf some remarks that have been
made recently. In another place Captain
Bernier says:

IMudson bw~ Uiselif wes a iariner's pardie. "It
1169," said Captain Bemiàer, 'la level .aedy hotto with
no ijands and no reefs in the Coue fromn HEudson
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b. at least three and somnetimoe fo- mDoet,.

Do hon. members realize that Port Nelson
is the same distance f-rom Liverpool as
Montreal1 if you do flot go by Belle Isle--
2,966 miles? But Port Nelson is 1,000 miles
nearer the centre of the grain district than
Montreal. I suppose hon. members will hardly
heliýeve that, but if Vhey look at a map they
will *find that such is the case. That means
1,000 miles gained in distance. Let us con-
sider for a moment what that 1,000 miles of
distance saved means. If it was 1.000 miles
of open water it would. not mean very much,
beoause the cost of carrying grain or other
freight over open water is only one-eight of
the cost of carrying lit on land. But part of
this is rail. It is 915 miles from Sask'atoon
to Fort William; it is 700 miles from
Saskatoon to Port Nelson. When we get Vo
Fort William there is open water for a
distance, but the open water does noV go
through Vo Montreal by a long way. When
we reach the canals, transportation through
the canaIs is almost as expengive as by rail-
way. There are 44 miles of canals on the St.
Lawrence and 26 miles at the Welland; there
is the difficulty and the waiting in going
through the canaIs. A great deal of grain
instead of taking the wat:er route on the
lower end takes the rail route from Parry
Sound, Colltingwood, Owen Sound and so on,
end I think that is proof that the cost over
the lower end cf that route is almoat as ex-
pensive as by rail. The transfer points. which
I have mentioned would be approximately 400
miles from Montreal, so that, in that distance
cf 1,000 miles that I speak of, 400 miles and
200 miles are rail haul. If the Hudson bay
route is feasible, that mýeans that our grain
will go to the 'Liverpool market over 1ess
miileage on water and with 600 miles less rail
haul.

The hon. member for EasV Algomna (Mr.
Nicholson) asked: Would the pool like Vo tie
up 100,000,000 bushels there? It is necessary
for the pool or othere who are shipping grain
Vo have grain on hand at several points, et
least, Vo have enough grain at alI times of the
year to satisfy the market. For that reson
they will always have Vo have grain it
Montreal and Vacouver and perhasip At
Halifax and St. John. But there is no reasoh
why a portion of the grain that might be, re-é
quired in midaummer, as I said before, couid
net be etored at Port Nelson, and with Vhe
shorter route. unless the ineuranoe id enorni-
ouis, uniess the losses are beyond anything that
we can think of, there will be a vest gain.
With tha keen fflmpetition we are going to


