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nals of the old city of Champlain, which
has left a profound impression on the minds
of its inhabitants. I refer to the visit paid
during recess to Quebec and Levis by the
right hon. leader of this Government in
company with the hon. Minister of Public
Works, the hon. Postmaster General and
the hon. Minister of Marine.

They did not, as so many had done be-
fore them in later years, come in quest
of laurels or encomiums; they came as pro-
moters and builders of works, large, dur-
able and great, in accord with their dreams
of the great future they foresee for that
region, heretofore practically ignored .and
neglected.

The days of trifling and dilly-dallying
are over. Confidence is gaining ground on
every hand, whether in agriculture, in fin-
ance, in business or industry. This Gov-
ernment, faithful to its traditions and to its
national policy, guides Canada in its as-
cent towards its true destiny. The em-
pire,.I might say the whole of Europe, have
their eyes on us, and we are in a way to
secure for ourselves an enviable place
among the nations of the world, under the
protection of the British flag.

Is it any wonder that an ever increasing
stream of imigration should be turning to-
wards Canada? The Dominion has be-
come as it were the centre of attraction for
Latin Europe, the promised land of the
empire. It is no longer that snow-bound
and ice-bound country, it is the wheat
granary of the world and the finest gem in
the British Crown.

‘Accordingly the Department of the Inte-
rior has been called upon to exert itself
to the utmost, in order to be able to prop-
erly look after these new arrivals and lo-
cate them on homesteads at its disposal,
with a view to facilitating their first efforts
as settlers on the land.

If, on the other hand, and with the ob-
ject of securing work in the cities a certain
proportion of those immigrants, through
motives which the department is not in a
position to control or cast aside, have temp-
orarily been drawn away from the farm, the
greater part have settled thereon. This is no
longer the time when roving Doukhobors,
satisfied that they had some divine mission
to fulfil, roamed through the western coun-
tt,)ry singing the praises of the powers that

e.

As soon as this Government reached
power, the problem of immigration and of
the bringing home of our people was taken
up. Commissioners were appointed to
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look into the conditions under which that
branch of the service had been managed.

While I do not wish to anticipate, I
think I am safe in stating that there was
brought to light a state of things such that
this Government will find itself under the
necessity of bringing about important
changes in the system advocated and ap-
plied by our predecessors in this connec-
tion. Some ten, fifteen or twenty years
ago, large numbers of Canadians had un-
der our eyes been induced to cross the
border; and those. people were unable to
come back home on account of the apathy
of the then Government.

Nevertheless all of them remember their
native land; their manners are after our
own, and they have preserved the best tra-
ditions which make hardy and energetic
peoples. At heart and in mind they have
remained Canadians, they are attached to
our institutions and are still loyal to the
British Crown, though living under the
Stars and Stripes. As I have said, the
overhauling of that branch of the depart-
ment of immigration on a more practical,
fairer and more thoroughly national basis,
will, if I am not mistaken, be taken up by
this Government, and our Canadians settled
over there will thus be enabled once more
to enjoy the bracing conditions of our
Canadian clime.

True, owing to the enterprise of our pio-
neer parish priests, with no other resourees
than their self-sacrifice and fervour, which
recall those of the early makers of Canada.
that return home is taking in larger num-
bers from year to year; new churches are
being built in parts heretofore unexplored.
In northern Ontario as well as in the far-
thest west, at the foot of the Rockies,
French-speaking emigrants brought back
from the United States are settling down
and enlarging the realm of civilization and
of the Canadian fatherland. I entertain the
hope that in years to come, further impetus
will be given to the work of bringing back
home our people, through the painstaking
action taken by the Conservative govern-
ment in the matter.

The hon, gentleman who has just
taken his seat, aptly characterized and

-deseribed the present administration from

the business point of view; he gave us a
thorough insight into the country’s fin-
ancial conditions. The conclusion is
forced upon us that, notwithstanding the
large amounts appropriated for public
works, notwithstanding the heavy expendi-



