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acknowledged it. Further than that the Protestants of
Quebec have never acknowledged that the Jesuits had a
moral claim to the restoration of those estates, and they
placed themselves deliberately on record by their speeches
in the Legislature on that point. It was & most bitter and
nauseous pill they had to swallow when the name of the
Pope was foisted into that Act. But that objection was
more a matter of sentiment than otherwise. Assuming that
the thing was to be done, assuming that $100,000 was to
be divided among certain Roman Catholic institutions, it
certainly was desirable, from every standpoint, that that
distribation should be final ; that it should not be an ever-
recurring question and & reference to the highest suthority
of the church, the only one power which could make that
s final settlement had its advantages, There is no doubt
about that. If it was acknowledged that a sum of money
should be distributed among the Catholic institutions it was
desirable that it should be so distributed as to satisfy those
who would receive it, and it was desirable that it shoald be
recognised as a final settlement, so that, from a practical
standpoint, it might have been attended with certain wise
and practical advantages if this reference were made; but I
say that, as & matter of sentiment, it was not a pleasant thing
to Protestants that the Pope should be consulted. Yet the
Protestant press did nothing more than to record their pro-
tests against it. 1 do not think that any one who knows
the editor of the Montreal Witness will suspect him to be a
man who would not proclaim his Protestant principles if
assailed, or who would truckle to Roman Catholics; and
yet, if I recollect aright, the Montreal Witness, which is the
most outspoken and the most advanced Protestant news-
paper in the Province of Quebec, had but two mild edi-
torials while this thing was going on. It published the
reports of proceedings as news items, but it simply quietly
objected to the proposition that the Jesuits had either
a moral or a legal right to what they asked. It did
not say to its readers: * Your rights have been assailed
—agitate | agitate! arouse yourselves!” It said nothing
of the kind. The pulpit is usually outspoken when the
pulpit feels that rights dear to it are invaded; yet no
man that I have heard of from the pulpit ever called
upon his congregation or upon the people to agitate on this
question. He expressed his views upon it; and there is no
doubt as to the Protestant view on the subjsct; it is not
the Catholic view of the question; and while the Protest
ants have never surrendered their views, they have
placed them quietly on record, and they have con-
tented themselves with that. I do not read all the
newspapers of the country, but I do read that great
organ of public opinion, the Montreal Herald, and I do not
recollect that the Montreal Herald ever put in anything
more than a mild protest. It did not call on the people to
‘“agitate! agitate!” The Montreal Gazette was, perhaps, the
most provounced in its utterances on the question, but it
merely expressed its views, and did not call upon the people
to agitate the question. There were no petitions that [ know
of going up to the Legislature from any portion of the
Protestant community, asking it not to pass that Bill. So,
if the Protestants of Quebec 113y be fairly credited by the
Protestants of Ontario and other Provinces as being men of
equal ability with themselves, of equal fidelity to the prin-
ciples of Christianity, of equal capacity to judge with
regard to the fitness of things and what was right or wrong,
what was opportune or inopportune, if they may be fairly
credited with equal opportunities of judging, I think they
should be spared the animadver-ions which some are in-
clined to cast oa them. I think thoy understood the situa-
tion better, and [ think they were as true to the principles of
Christianity as the blatant men are now who are trying to
agitate the country after the thing is done, and when there is
o good object to be served. I think they are equally true,
equally intelligent, equally devoted to the cause of Protes.

tantism, and I think they are in a better position to know
what is best for them, from their individual standpoint. At
all events, if the Government are censurable for not having
disallowed this Act, what opprobrium should not be cast on
the Protestant minority of Quebec for not having protested
against it, as the minority of New Brunswick did a%ainsn
the school law in that Province. It was because they felt and
realised no actual grievance, and because they did not want,
for a sentimental grievanoe, to fight in a hopeless cause, to
arouse animosity, to disturb the relations which are bene-
ficial and in the interest of the whole community. Now,
Mr, Speaker, I do not care to protract my remarks longer.
I am a Protestant. The Roman Catholic Church—1I will not
speak of it as a religious body—I look upon to-day, speaking
of it from a political standpoint and a political standpoint
only—as oae of the strongest if not the strongest
bulwark we have in our country against what I
conceive to be the most dangerous element abroad
in the earth to-day. The Roman Catholic Church recognises
the supremacy of authority; it teaches observance to law;
it teaches respect for the good order and constituted author-
ities of society. It does that and there is need of such
teaching ; for the most dangerous enemy abroad to-day in
this land and on this continent is a spirit of infidelity;
is a spirit of anarchy, which has no respect for any insti-
tution, human or divine; which seeks to drag down all
constituted anthorities; emperors, kings, presidents from
their seats; the Almighty from the throne of the universe,
and liit up the goddess of Reason to the place of highest
authority. This dangerous cnemy, this insidious enemy, is
infecting the popular mind, not so much in Canada-—thanks,
largely to the safeguards thrown about its people by the
Roman Catholic Charch—as in the neighboring Republiec.
If there is a danger in that country and in this more to be -
dreaded than all others it is to my mind that spirit of infi.
delity and anarchy, that destructive insidious spirit, and it
can be best combated by that great spiritual power which
upholds authority and law, whose very ecxistence is depen-
dent on the idea of authority, which cannot exist as a
church or an institution of influonce except upon the idea
of authority and the observance of law, whose teachings
are all in that direction. I do not believe it is in the interest
of this Dominion to alienate, by any undue or unnecessary
attacks, any one of the great powers upon which we must
depend for the maintenance of our most cherished principles
and institutions, I believe, Sir, that we have a duty to per-
form to each other, and that duty I have indicated. I did
not intend to trespass on the House so long as I have done,
but I thought it was proper that someone should represent
what he conceives, at all events, to be the sentiment of the
Protestant community in the Province ot Quebeo. I think
the time is near at hand when it will be recognised by the
two great religions of this country, the Protestant and
the Roman Catholic, that the time for bickering has pased,
that they have a common interest, and that for the promo-
tion of that common interest they should stand shoulder to
shoulder, work confidingly and in a friendly way together
for the preservation of a common Christianity and all that
is most dear and sacred to both, and thus, 1 conceive, will
the best interests of this Domipion, and the best interests of
civilisation on this continent, be promoted.

Mr, MITCHELL. Mr, Speaker, I do not rise for the pur-
pose of making a speech on this question, I rise for the
purpose of simply giving a few brief explanations for the
vote that I shall give. 1 may say at the outset that for
once daring the {resent Session and the last preceding one
or two Sessions, 1 am going to snpport the Administration.
Ido not do it because of any particular virtue in that
Administration ; nobody would believe me it I said I did;
bat L do it because I feel it to be to the interest of the
smaller Provinces, a county in one of which I have the honor



