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of ‘that Province to consent to the demand made
over the mame of Mr. Trutch on behalf of ~the
Dominion. 1 refused distinetly, knowing intimstely the
history of the union of British Columbia with the Dominion,
stid that the Government of Canada had no claim to any
land within that Province, except within' the railway belt,
or to the same extent of land that might have been alien-
ated by Crown grants or preomptions. They thought T
was working against the interests of the Province, and that
I should have joined with them in making sach a réecommen
dation. I am glad to say that, so far as I now kmow, the
hon. members from that Province concur in what T said
last Session, that the Government of Canada has
no claim whatever on any land except those within the
railway belt and those contiguous thereto, in order to make
up what had been alienated by Crown patents or pre-
ttons.- Ih the mext place, the question was presented to
the Legislature of British Columbia, and that Legislature
took & similar view to that which I have stated here. They
passed an Act giving the Dominion of Canada everything to
which it ‘was entitled under the 11th section of the Terms
of Union. The press took up the question and uyged
different views, not knowing the history of the' railway
clause in the Terms of Union, or the bistory of the railway
land clause. Many people believed the claim was just, and
almost persecuted the Local Governmeni of the heur,
sepking to embarrass ‘them hy pressing them to take a
certain course. No longerago than last November, some
hon. gentlemen will recollect that a telegram flashed across
the wires, stating that the claim had been renewed, and that
unless ‘the Government of the Province transforred the
land, the railway land subsidy would be withdrawn. "I have
understood since, that that was a false statement; it was
ut forward, possibly, for some special purpose, but I
ave understood since that no such claim was made

on behalf of the Dominion Government in the Province. |

During the present Session the hon. member for Bothwell
(Mr. Mills) deliberately stated in the House that a fraud had
been perpetrated on the part of British Columbia when the
land clause of the Treéaty of Union was bofore Parliament
He went so far as to say that the Province had conspired
“with the Government of the day with the object of palming
off poor lands for good lands. He went further, and declared
hisll))(:s(l)ie‘rf that the whole railway clause was in consequence
void; Hence thequestion becomes an important oue to British
Columbia and an equally important one to the Dominion. It
i8 desirable that no false information should be disseminated,
deceiving the community and causing” them to discuss
subjects which have no foundation in fict. Now,Sir, I feel it
is my duty to explain to this House the origin of the railway
Iand ¢lause in order that Parliament and the country.may
understand how it originated, and with that explanation I
beliove the conntry will be satisfied. I may premise that I
gave considerable of my time during the last year to collect
everyihing relating tothis question that could be found in the
Parliamentary library. Nothing escaped me, so far as I am
aware,with respect to the laund clause. Owing to the telogram
I roferred to, I caused the papers to be printed inorder that
they might be at'my disposal, or at the disposal of this
House, whenever oceasion required. Now, 8ir, let me draw
tho attention of the House to page 3 of this pamphiet, of’
whigh-hon. geutlemen may get aeopy. On page 3,and in
section 11, clause 2, will be found the Terms of Union with
British Columbia. It will be remembered:that a elaim has:
boen sent in to the Government of British Columbis; that’
all 1ands found valaeless within tho: railway: -belt, between
Yellowhead Pass and ‘Burrard Inlet, shall -be-made ‘good:
from - arable lands throughout “the ether ~portions of -the
Provinte. That elause 'reads as follows s :
4 Trrus or Usrox. ‘

-Temain.’

"% Aad ‘the Government of British Columb’a agrée to convey to the
Pouiiiion Government, in trust, to be appropriated in such manner as
‘Mr. DgCosmos, ' ‘

the Dominion Government may deem advisablein Tartheranoe of the
censtraction of the said railway, a similar extent of public-lands, afong
the line of railway throughout its entire length in British ,Splqmﬁ&”,w
to exceed, however, twenty {20) milea on éach side of said line, as” may
be appropriated for the same by the ‘Dominion Févernment from the
public lands in the North West Territories and the Province of Mnritobs.

.Provided that the quantity of lands which may be held. under pre-

emption ot by Crown grant within {he limits of the tract of land in
British Columbia to be so conveyed to thie Dominion Goveinment ‘shail
be made f”d to the Domimion from econtiguous public’ lande '}’ and
provided further, that until the commencement, within-tiwe years as
aforesaid, from the date of Union, of the construction of the: i

id raitwa

the Government of British Oolumbia shall not sell or aliennte u’&r"hirﬁne{'
portions of the public lands of British Celumbia in any- ether way, thzn
under right-of pre-emption, requiring sctuai residenee of the pi g r
on the Jand claimed by him. In conmsideration of the land 8o conveyed
in aid of the construction of the said_railway the Dominion 'Governmett
apree to pay to British Columbia from the date-of Union, the sum- of
100,000 dollars per anaum, in half-yearly payments in advance.”’ - - -

In this T find nothing at all about the quality of the lands;
all we find is the quantity of the lands—ghat they' should
not exceed 20 miles wide on each side of the railway, and
that any lands sold under the provision for Crown grant or
pre-emption should be made good from -contigious tands.
Now, Sir, I wish t» explain the origin of the railway clause.
On page 1 of this pamphlet I read: R

“TEpMS PROPOSED BY BRITisH CoLuMsia To CANADA IN 1870. :

Sec. 2.—* The population of British Columbia shall, for the  purposé of
financial arrangements, be estimated at 120,000.  British Columbia not
having incurred debts equal to those of the other Provinces of the Domi-
nion, shall be entitled to receive half-yearly, in advarce, from the General
Government, interest at the rate of five per centum, per annum, on the
difference between the actual amount.of its indebtedness at the date.of
Union, and the proportion of the public debt of Canada for 120,0:0 of the
population of Canada at the time of Union.” <L

c. 3—¢ The following sums shall be annually paid by Canada to
British Columbia, for the support of the Local Government and Legisla-
ture, to wit: . ) .

‘An annual grant of $25,000, and a further sum, equal to 80 cents per
head, per annum, of the population ; both payable half-yearly in advance,
the population of British Columbia being estimated as aforesaid- at
120,000. Such grant equal to 80 cents per head, to be augmented in pro-
portion”to increase of population, when such may be shown, until the
population amounts to 400,000, at which rate such grant shall thereafter

¢ (Amendments pro-osed by the Legislative Council : .¢ That the
Government be respectfully requested to strike out the figures $35,000
and insert in lieu thereof $75,000.) (‘ That figures ‘400,000’ be
altered to ¢ 1,000,000.”) .

SuMMARY.
80 cents per head on 120,000 inhabitants ..... $96,000
SUDSIAY eeeesre reerer srocavas cesscnes corenses sseesssrsiesm - 33,000
Interest on difference of debt at 5 per cent...... 83,000
$213,000 -

Now, the summary of this provision amounts to this : eighty
cents per head of 120,000 of a population, $36,000; snbsidy,
$35,000; interest on differonce of debt at 5 per cent,
$82,000 ; total, $213,000. These were the terms proposed by
British Columbia through' its delegates to the Dominion
Government; - Now, let m¢ give you a truthful account of
the reason those-terms were changed. I read from page 4

# To understand this question thoroughly, it is necessasy to know the

origin of the Railway Land clause of the Terms of Union. N
“'0On reference to pages 1 and 11,’it will be noticed that Britigh Celum-
s -be estimuted:

bia proposed that her population: for financial i it
120,000; ¢ but finally agreed to accept the basis of the actual populatien, -
namely, 60,000 On the basis the subsidies stood (see page 2) as

follows :— . . S
" B.percent on differe :ce hetween actial and - o
AHoWed Aebt ..oivveemes ceener iiieivnind cmeseeeia $33, 28971
/80,000 inhabitants at 86 cents per head ...... 48,000 08
"Annual SUDSIAY oo wwerss cretacnonss sreeroremmones 35,000 0?

. . - - —— i taih *
Total .ces e $116,289 71

That is all the subsidy the Government would agree 1o give,
having 1eduved the population from 120,000 to 60,000. *
“ Thig total “Was neaﬂ{"sloe,mﬁ leas than the Legistathre of Britich

‘1 Colambia - had *suthori the ‘delegntesto apcept.” Unless® that!.ghm
| could be made up-in-sonte way, it wes-useloat 16 contivne thvinegia-
tions. . As no expedient was ai hand to-make goed the iancy, the

urned till mext dsy. Next worsing, Sir.

negotiations were ad ! porfing, :Sir .
rivy Couneil Chambey and stated that Patfiament

Cartjer entered the



