
Brazil has a broad mineral wealth which tends to concentrate in ten main substances.
Indeed, if oil and natural gas are excluded, the following minerals represent about 70%
of the MPV: iron (20.46%), gold (11.72%), granite (8.88%), limestone (5.98%), clay
(5.61%), bauxite (4.29%), cassiterite (3.68%), coal (3.68%), phosphate (3.59%), and sand
(2.11%).

2.2 Exports

Exports play an important role in Brazilian mineral economy. Between 1973 and 1988,
exports of mineral substances, excluding oil and gas, grew from US$ 447 million to as
much as US$ 2,240 million. At the same time, exports of industrialized products made
with mineral inputs plummeted from US$ 130 million to US$ 6,100 million, as indicated in
Table 1.

Table 1

Brazilian exports of products with minerai origin, 1973/88* - US$ million

Substances Downstreamn ProductsYear Total


