
20. CONFERENCE ON FREEDOM 0F

INFORMATION

ie fifth session of the Economio and Social Couneil in Ju]
L947, a resolution was adopted providing for the conveni:
ted Nations Conference on Freedom of Information a:~

-n a provisional agenda whieh had been prepared by t
nission on Freedom of Information at its first session
June, 1947. Mr. G. F. Ferguson, editor of a Canadian nev
,ves as an expert on this Sub-commission. During the mnei
lic Bconomie and Social Council there wus extensive d
i the inclusion of certain items in the provisionai agenda a
ethod of voting at the conference. In regard to voting, t
,ecided that States not Members of the United Nations whi
ted to the Conference on Freedom of Information would i
-d the right to vote. This decision was opposed by 1
iiion whieh at the Second Session of the General Assemb
ýa resolution in the Third iCommittee to reverse the decisi

iuncil coneerning voting rights anud to place on the agenda
coming conference a statement 'of Soviet views on the pr
freedom of information and of the press.

ýe principles had already been proposed by the Soviet rep
at both meetings of the Sub-omsin on Freedomi

Àon and in the Eonomic and Social ouncil. It was 1
the United States representative and of the majority
of the Third Committee that it would be preferable

ýai1edconsideration of the Soviet proposals to thec conferei
'he Soviet resolution was rejected by the Committee w

ption of the following words, "the proposai, of the lEconoi
al Couneil that the conference be held at Geneva beginn:
),3, 1948, be accepted". This part of the resolution N~
1


