THE EDUCATIONAL REVIEW.

Good Teaching.

Dr. Sinclair, dean of the school for teachers,
Macdonald College, at the recent closing for
vacation of that institution, gave the following
noteworthy instance of the results of good teaching:

There is a class of little children in Macdonald College
Day School, who last September knew nothing about read-
ing or writing, not even a single leiter. To-day they all
read and enjoy children’s stories, containing long and diffi-
cuit words, and can spell and write fairly well. This means
that they have learned in one year what often takes two,
three or even four years to accomplish. They have made
similar progress in other studies, and have taken additional
subjects, such as nature study and color work, not usually

taken in unprogressive schools. They are in good shealth

and have enjoyed their year's work. Similar examples of

rapid and easy advancement can be found in the best
schools of Montreal and other parts of the province. This

is a statement which can be tested by any layman, and if
any one will come to Macdonald College we shall be quite
glad to furnish the proof at any time.

Now | submit that is a fact of no small significance that
a child under the charge of one teacher will make
times the progress that he will under another and
less effort and greater enjoyment than the poorly
pupil. It is necessary to pay but one year's salary to the

teacher, instead of three years, and on the other hand—and

this is of far greater importance—two years of the child’s
life have been saved. The moment that the public realize
this truth the problem of how to secure such teaching
becomes a vital one. But such teaching cannot be done by
an untrained teacher, nor by one who is poorly trained, nor
by one who possesses no natural aptitude for the work,

nor by one under unhygienic conditions. The only solution

of the problem consists in furnishing an adequate supply
of well trained teachers and seeing that they are placed in
the schoohundcrumhctofyeondimmmuving

salaries.

For one thmgwecanreuhzeandrememberthat
all good education is education in goodness; all
right training is training in doing right. If a boy
is shifty, cowardly, evasive, superﬁcnal in demon-
strating a problem, he is preparing for shiftiness,
cowardice, evasion and superficiality in commerce,
politics or religion. His attitude toward the
problem is part of his attitude toward life. So
in language, a slovenly and befogged nature

manifests itself in a slovenly and foggy method

of study, and a bad method tends to make a bad
man. In the most elementary study of science,
loyalty to fact, patient investigation, candor and

modesty, wxllmgnees to be corrected by the larger

knowledge of coming years — these things are
taught at the outset of the work, and these things
are the warp and woof of honorable character.
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