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bly a good part of tlîe new settiers now coinîing into
the Nor thwest territories in such large nunîbers froim
the Unitéd States are meturining Canadians.

At thie-present rate of destrirtion, it is estimatcd. the
forcsts of the United States %iill have disappeared iii
twenty yeams. Canadian forests are therefore becoming
more and more valuiable. If properly pmotectcd, wc
shall have iii our -possession practically the whiolc of
the future wood supply of the continent, and tlîc
greater part of the wood-working inidtstries depcnld-
euit on that supply.

Statisties -show that tlîoughi there are nianyv tiou-
.çands in lmcland wlîo speak the lmish langliage. coin-

.parativcly few are teaching their children to speak it.
There are nearly a hiundred tbouisaud Irislh speakers in
County ]Kerry. of whomt less than two thousand five
h undred are childreu.

1The presence of the bubonic plague in San Francisco
is causing alarmi thmouglhout the country.

The Colomibian governiment bas declined the ofTer
of the United States government Of $7,000,oo0 for the
privilege& of buying out the interest of the French
Panama Canal company and comlpleting the wor*k. It
is thougbt that Colombia will offer the right to cou-
struct thecanal ta the bighest bidder. The Uuited
States required exclusive control of a strip of Colomi-
bian territory through which the canal would mun froin
ocean to locean. If a niew compauy should be formned
to finish the work with private capital, the coutrol of
this strip .w'uld of coursé remain witlh the Colombians.
In this càase, the United States govemumient would pro-
.hably unilertakc the constrqctiou of another inter-
occanic canal, by the Nicaragua route.

Branches of the Navy League arc heing fornmcd ini
the chief 'cities of the Dominion, with the approval of
inembers of the Canadian govemuinient. Similar bran-
c-les exist in England, and in other parts of the empire.
The purpose is ta strengthen the Iiiperial navy by
forming a reserve of traiued seamen ready for service
iii tinte of, war.

The botindary dispute between Chule and Argentina,
whicb wag ýreferred to Great Britain for ambitration,
lias been thius settled. The decision gives to Chile a
little more than baîf of the disputed temritorv, but not
the ýmost valuable portion.

Under the auspices of the British Cotton Growems'
Association, an expert is going to Northeru Nigeria
,to introdute the cultivation of cotton. Efforts will
also he miade ta establish the cotton plant iii other parts
cf British M'est Africa.

The Marconi wireless telegraph station, now abott
completed, at Glace Bay, Cape Breton. consists of four
towers, over two hundred feet in lheight, the tops of
wvbîch are, connected by four bridges, froni 'each of
wbich aré suspended fifty copper cables. converging as

thydescend and meeting i11 the operatiug room of the
station. -A. similar structure hsbeen erected at
Poldbu, Cornwall, and is now ready for use. Wireless

communication between Canada and England will pro-
bably be opened to the public bcfore niany days. A
(lespatcll from the Governor-General of Canada to the
King is said to be, hield ready for transmission as soon
as the apparatus is ready for use.

Discussing the proposed extension of the Grand
T runk Railway to the Pacific, Sir Sanford Fleming
advocates ilaking the Intercolonial a transcontinental
hle, l)y carrving it across the nlew bridge at Quebc
and tilence by the shortest possible route to Port-
Siitipson. 13 this route the distance front Europcan
ports to Japanl and( China %vould bie shorter than by.the
Canladian Pacifie route. and very mlucli shorter than by
the route via Ne:w York and Sati Francisco.

1)iscov'eries of remiarkaiblc intcrest have been made
in the ruins of Upî>cr Egypt by Professor Petrie. In
a royal tomb seven thousand years old, he bas found
jewelry of delicate workmianship, in which bcads of pre-
cious stonies werc strung tiponl human liair and threads
of gold twined together, the gold having been beaten
out to the thickness af the liair. Cloth as fine as the
flnest caîubric of mlodern manufacture was found in the
sanie tomb. In another grave lie fouind pottery wvhich,
froml its shape and niiaterial, lie believes to be of î
foreigiî worknlanlship; showvmg that comîmerce existed_
at that early l)eiiod, and that civilization on tic shores
of the Mediterrancan is somle thiree tbousand years older
thiani was hierctoforc believed. He also found inscrip-
tions that show that anl alphabet fromn which our own
alphabet lias been dcrivcd, through those of the Greeks
and thec Phoeniicianls, and wliich had ilo relation what-
ever to the Egyptian hieroglyphics, wvas used in Egypt
long before hieroglyplies %vere introduced; so that we
are inow able to carry the origin of our alphabet back
to prelîistoric mlan.

It lias becil establislied beyond question that Galilco
wvas the inivenltor of the thernmonetcr. Certain writings
of his also showv that the idea of communtnicating witb
a distant person "by nieans of the sympathy of two
iiagnetized bars" had been suggested in bis time,:
though lie seenis îlot to have looked upon it as a
practical possibility.

The ashes of Columubus, taken front Havana after
the faîl of the Spanishl dominion in Cuba; have been
deposited iii a special mausoleuni erected for tbemt in
tie cathedral at Seville, Spain.

Lars Moeliers, an Eskimo, who published the only
newspaper in Greenland, is dead. He began bis journal
with pictures only, and distributed it himself in differ-
ent settlenients. In each settlement be taugbt some qýle
or more of the Eskimos to readi These taught their
neiglibors, and the newspaper thus found readers. Its
publication wili be contintued by another Eskimo.

l'le Grand Trunk Railway of Canada is to be ex-
tended to the- Pacific coast. The projected line will
mun froin sonxie point near Toronto to the northern
district of the province of Ontario, and thence acro5s
the continent, one hiundred miles or more to the north-
ward of the Caniadian Pacifie road; crossing the man-F


