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FUTURE GROWTII 0F WOODWORKING
INDUSTRY.

One strong prop of the woodworking indulstry at
presenit and an augury for its, constantly increasing imn-
portance for the future lies in the fact that so much of
the carpenter work on residences and other structures
which formerly was donc by hand right on the premises
is now done by machinery in the planing miii, In lare
buildings, where there is a great quantity of such w'ork
to be done, woodworki'ng machines are now sometimes
installed on the spot so as to do it with greater quickness
and efficiency. The whole sash and door and other
carpentry work for a whole row of houses is now 'not
infrequently ordered complete 4'rom one miii, the oniy
thing remaîning to bc done in its permanent location
being its setting up.

Joists and studding are nlot only cut to exact lengths,
but rafters are cut and the gains in studs are cut in the
miii. On every side we find work being dont at tht mil]
whkch formeriy was considered impractical. One thing
that lias helped ini this more than anything else, probably,
is the more general use of blue-prints and detailed plans
and specilications ini bouse-building. In the early days
only mansions and buildings of like kind were carefully
planned by arc!litects, wý%hereas to-day many of the
simplest cottages, and the maoitofhebtrcas
of dwellings, are ail carefuily planned and specified by
ain architect, SQ that these plans and specifications can
be taken to the planing miii and practicaliy every piece
of lumber entering into the work be cut to the exact size
and shape desired. Some planing milis have added
special machines for work of this kind, and make quite
a feature of it. If the practice continues to grow, as is
sure to be the case. it certainly behooves every planing
miii mani to make a stud of it and prepare to keep up

Canada presenits such strong advantages for the
carrying on of ail branches of woodworking that the
above feature in construction work is bound to become
a great factor in its advancement as a manufacturing
nation. Not only have our woodworkers the opportunity
to meet the demnands from a rapidly inecasing popula-
tion, but owing to its possession of great stores of wood
becoming constantly more valuable as those of other
countries dwindie, it will have a chance to make up
many ýarticles of wood for expert to less favored nations.
There are a multitude of opportuities presented in the
woodworking industry which at prescrnt are but dimiy
realized by us in Canada, who are more than usually
blessed by nature with the wherewithal to make use of
them.

THE MACHINE Ag AN 'AID TG ART.

A machine of any sort, but especially in the furni-
tueor other woodworking line, is often regarded as an

enmy to art, besides being a. kind of "ba 'd spirit,"
,taking work out 'of the hands of men and. putting it
into the' clutches of' unfeing iron and steel. Prof.
Herkomer, tht' w'eli-known artist, iecturing at the
London Institution recently, took issue, with these
opinions., He took the, ground that a good and ex-
pensive design shouid be reproduced, by machinery rather
than that people shouid be content with cheap and
inferior work donc by hand Machinery, by the redupli-'
cation of what was best in statuary and carving, could
bring the highe-st art dloser to the masses of the people,
and make it not'only, a means of pleasure, but an cie-
vating andennobiing force.

Another of the ailegations brought against the
machine was that limitiess repetition of any ont article
must take fromn ifs value. Such repetition was supposed
to bIe contrary to art, but in order to grant that, they
must assumne that rarity was an art quality;- and that
Prof. Herkomer dots not believe. Rarity piayed a great
part in the commercial value of an article, but it was
a source of tht greatest danger to tht proper valuation
of art as art. Tlie beauty of an article lay 'not ini, its
rarity, but in tht design, tht workmanship, and in the
mnaterial used.

At present tht chtap article supplied to tht masses
fails mostly in design. Tht possibilities of tht machine
for producing artistic things have hardly been touched.
WVe want tht best for the masses, and the word "art"
may not be niisappiied to tht wonderful productions of


