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CORRESPONDENCE.

St. Johns, N.B.,
January 12th, 1919.
The Editor,
“Knots and Lashings’’:
Sir:—

In your last edition the major
portion of your back page printing
space was devoted to a poem en-
titled ““Now and Then’’ by a
“Tooker On’’, with which same I
decidedly disagree as to sentiment,
though acknowledging the writer’s
suecessful attempt to put into verse
an impression which is all too com-
mon around our Depot. In refutal
of this sentiment I would be obliged
if you will print the following.

Briefly my own case:—

I reached St. Johns in March
- last, just at the time of the Quebec
riots and when feeling ran the
highest, when soldiers scarcely
stirred from the barracks except in
pairs and we turned in at mights
never knowing what the morning
would bring forth, when we fed on
the wildest rumours and the
whisper of Civil War and when,
if ever, according to ““On Liooker’’,
we should have found ourselves
ostracised and outeast so far as
girls were concerned. And yet
right in the middle of the difficulty
we held a dance (the first of the
season in the Oddfellows Hall) at
which at least half of the ap-
proximately fifty ladies present
were French Canadian, and I can
commit myself as stating that never
in my life did T meet a more con-
genial or ready-to-become-acquaint-
ed assembly, while all through the
trouble and the months following,
Summer, Autumn and the winter-
time now with us, I have found
them the same—girls just as dear
and just as sweet and ready to be
friendly as our own Darlings back
home : this in spite of the fact that
I am unable to speak French.

I hold no brief for the French
(Canadian shopkeeper who has
sometimes tried to fleece our men
or for the class of French Cana-
dian male civilian which has always
maintained an attitude aloof, aye,
or for the very occasional French
Canadian housewife whom pre-
judice and lack of acquaintance
have swayed to regard us as some-
thing evil, but I do emphatically
rise in the defence of French Can-
ada’s Young Womanhood (at least
in the eity of St. Johns, Quebec)
than which I declare there is none
more charming, hospitable and al-
together delightful to be found in

all the length and breadth of this
continent of ours and our cousins
to the South.

There may be some still left in
our Depot who agree with a
“Tooker On’’, but I am thankful
to say that there are also those who
know what I speak the truth, while
many a lad still overseas or per-
haps back lagain in his home town
can yet remember with pleasure
his sojourn in the heart of much-
maligned Quebec, whose short-
comings were due ‘to misinforma-
tion or ignorance, rather than out-
right disloyalty, of a people accus-
tomed to have their path marked
for them.

““Onlooker’’ apparently com-
plains that the ladies adopted the
‘wink and nod’ policy too late in
the game, but I must confess sur-
prise to learn that it is even now
in vogue. We have gentlewomen
in Quebec as elsewhere and to ob-
tain their acquaintance it is hardly
to be expected that the same system
as that employed for the fascina-
tion of fthe hapless little pro-
fessional flirt will succeed' with
girls who have graduated from
among the most seleet finishing
schools in Canada and whose home
life is one of refinement: which
same does not indicate them as
prudish, for they are essentially
good sports. In any case one per-
haps better informed than either
““Onlooker’” or myself commits
himself as follows:

¢“Oh, she’s chic and she’s smart
An’ she’s got plenty heart
If you know correc’ way go about,
‘An’ if you not know she will soon
told you so,
Den tak’ de firs’ chance an’ get

out;
But if she loof you (I spik it for
true) -
She will mak’ it more beautiful
den,

An’ de sun on de sky ecan’t shine
lak de eye
Of de Nice Leetle Canadienne.’’

And so I had better rest my
case, the defence of the Darlings
who were always ready to take a
fellow for what he was, not what
he had, who in some cases ran the
gauntlet of parental disapproval
for the sake of our friendship, and
who could be counted on to stick
when treated fairly—the laughing-
ly vivacious, daintily chie, sweetly
sympathetic and wholly adorable
French ‘Canadian daughters of old
St. Jean.

Corpl. D. Gordon Lingley,
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James O’Cain Agency,

H.A. ST-GEORGE, Mgr.

SAFETY FIRST.

Insure with us in an old line British
Company.

Agents-LacKawanna Coal.

GO TO

Cljagnon’s New Kestaurant

For a Good Meal.

WHEN IN TOWN DROP IN AT

A. A. BOULAIS’

== HOR=—

Soft Drinks, Candy, Ice Cream,

ETC, EIXC,

Corner St.Jacques & Champlain Streets.
2 Stores
141 and 65

FRISGO CAFE .:.::2,

Restaurant and Private Dining Booths

o, Quick, Clean Service.
Q\IICK Lunch Counter Satisfaction Guaranteed. =

THE ROYAL BANK OF CANADA

INCORPORATED 1869,

Capital Authorgz.ed ....$25000,000 Capital Paid Up....$12,000,000
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HEAD OFFICE, MONTREAL.

- . 365 Branches in Canada and Newfoundland.
Thirty-eight Branches in Cuba, Porto Rico, Dominican Republic
5 Costa Rica and Venezuela, :
LONDON, ENGLAND NEW YORK CITY
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ICE CREAM IN CANADA

IS SUPPLIED TO THE CANTEEN BY

THE MONTREAL DAIRY CO. LIMITED.

J. R. GAUNT & SON Avsene Moreau

(Canada Co.) Limited.
315 Beaver Hall Hill,

Montreal. e
GROCERIES, TOBACCO AND
MILITARY EQUIPMENTS:— LIQUORS.

Badge, Buttons, Shoulder Titles,
Caps, Spurs, Puttees, Shirts, etc.
Souvenir Hat Pins, Brooches,

‘Wholesale and Retail
129 Richelieu Street, St. Johns,

Belt, Buckles, Ash Trays, etc.
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