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TWO YEARS 0F CHANGE.:

WEN Major Philpot, now Editor of the" Listen-ing Post," asked me to write a short article

f or the second anniversary number, of the

paper, it made me think at once of the strikîng

changes which have occurred during tht if e of this unique

littît trench journal. Thte Listtning Post I was estab-

lisbed to, htlp create tht "Brtish Columbia spirit," of

wbich we are ail so proud, and wbich is such a notable

feature of tht life of tht. old battalion. Incidentally, bow-

ever, it gave scopt for tht play of a pen which bas since

beconie somewhat famous as tht author of " Maple

Leaves in Flanuers Fitlds.- Tht first editor was Capt.

Geo. Gribson, then battalion, M.O., now assistant ito tht

D.D.M.S. at Corps Htadquarters. It was Capt. Gibson's

genius whicb stamped on tht paper tht c;haracter which
bas since endured., Ht mnade it a journal of broad interest

insteadof restricting it to purely local news. Tht fun of

tht " Listçnîng Post" bIas always been so true to the

realities of trench life that it bas apptaltd with almost

equal force to those outside of its parent battalion as to

tbose'inside. Its ont tuWe circulation of nearly 20,000

copies (a circitiation disturbed by tht littît troubles on the

Somme) is indicative of tht truth of-this statement. It is

a fact that I bad to, use certain restraining influences at

the beginnîng, for, bad I not, I fear that tht tone would
have been toon emphatically Scotch.

Captaîn Gibson was aided and abetttd in bis Gaelic

leanings by tht then Q.M., Captain J. M. McMillan, now

a Lieut.-Colonel charged with responsible transport duties

in England. . In those days Lieut. W. F. Gilson was

Adjutant, having succeeded Captaili S. D. Gardner, who

had been seriously.wounded at Festubtrt. Tht then Lieut.

Gilson is now Lieut.-Colonel Gilson. Ht succeeded
Lieut.-Col. Gardner in comimand of tht battalion just as

be bad previously succtedtd bu.r as Adjutant. Tht change

came when Col. Gardnier went to England to comrmand a
training centre because bis wounds would not let bum stay

in France tbrough aniother winttr's campaign., Liýut.-

Col. Gilson came to the front with the original Canadian
.Yn&i-ltmnnnrv -Fnr<'p henç then a Ç.S.M. in tht battalion
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place for a history of the battalion. There are, however,
one or two other points to which I wish to refer.

Duripg the summer that saw tht initial issue of the
"Listening Post " the first British Columbia battalion was

stili coniposed of its original elements. Only a few sniall
drafts had been received from its reinforcing battalion.
Tht Fall, however, saw the first big drafts arrive. Since
then man .y new namnes have appeared on the nominal roll
of tht battalion. But I beleve there are some of tht.
originals left, and 1 have asked the editor to secure and
publish a list of those who are still serving iný France. It
should, be of very great interest. Major W. L. Ford is the
only ont of the original officers now with the unît; but even
he was away for a considerable period, having been
wounded at Ypres. Amongst the present officers,, it is true,
are many like the present C. O. and second-in-command,
who were with the battalion when it first came to France,
but they did not then have commissions.

1 remnember that " Brigadier-Gener al"I A. 'W. Currie
commanded the Brigade at that time. Later he went to
the First Division, and was succeeded by Brig...Gen. L. J.
Lipsett. General Currie now commands the Corps, and is
" Sir Arthur " Currie, while General Lipsett commands a
division of bis own. Both have earned a string of honours.
Brigadier-General F. O. W. Loomis, the centre figure, of
the fight around St. julien in the spring of 1915, is the
prescrnt Brigadier.,

A glance at tht commanders of the other Ithree battalions
shows what great changes time makes. The "Western
Cavalry " was then led by Lieut.-Colonel, now Brigadier-
General, G. S. Tuxford, who, on promotion, gave place
to that veterarl, Lieut. -Colonel H. Dyer. Lieut. -Colonel
L. J. Lipsett bad tht " Littît Black Devils I; he went on
to a brigade, and later to a division, handing over bis
authority to Lieut.-Colonel H. H. Mathews (wounded on
Mt. Sorrel of stirring memories>, who was succeeded in
turn by Lieut.-Colonel Prower. Lieut. -Colonel J. G.
Rattray had the remaining battalion. He is now com-.
manding a Brigade in England, while his place bas been
taken by *Lieut- -Colonel D. Ormond, a Ypres figliter, Nvho
stili bears marks of the struggle out in the salient.

While men have thus been changing, the situation has
been changing- too. In those days the enemy dominated
us in almost every way. He looked down on us for a long
period, f rom commanding and wtll-organised heights. Had
he -been more enterprising, he could have caused us more
casualties than he dîd. Bûtl the Vfun is a stupid fighter in


