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TRE ROYAL GAME IN CANADA.

JAMES 1. of England once described the game of Chess as lpiloso-

phical folly." Ivan tlie Terrible died in an apoplectic fit caused by a

checkmate given him by a subjeet. Whetlier it is that the cuitured classes

of Canada agree witli tlie dogma of the pedantic and narrow-minded

English monarcli, or that they fear an ending to their terrestrial career

similar to that whicli befeil tlie Russian despot, it is difficult to deterînine.

The fact remnains, liowever, that the Royal Game, the favourite pastime of

the court and tlie cloister, of thre study and tlie camp, in many lands and

during many centuries, receives but scant recognition in Canada.

That this state of affairs is much to be regretted will, after a careful

consideration of tlie matter, be admitted by most tliouglitful men. Tlie

influence of the game, wlien engaged in as a recreation and not as

a iife-work, can only be for good. 0f course if tlie devotee o? Caissa

worsliips at lier shrine morning, noon, or niglit, to the' utter disregard of

the sterner and more important engagements of life, there can be no doubt

of the evil done. But this may just as truly be alleged of those wlio bow

before the wine-god Bacchus, or wliirl away the hours of night at tlie cal

o? Terpsicliore. Even Cupid wiil of ten lead lis infatuated slaves miucli too,

far in the by-patlis o? pleasure. Temperance in this as in every other en.joy-

nment must be insisted upon; but it in no way weakens the fact that this

inteliectual pastime is eminently qualified to strengtlien and even create

some of tlie most useful facuities of tlie liuman mmnd.

Tire neglect o? tlie gamne in Canada seems very strange. The more

ciosely its standing in this country is compared with its position in Great

Britain and the older countries o? Europe, tlie more marked does the

contrast appear. In every department o? life, public and private, a

very remarkable difference exists.

Marslial Saxe, tlie illustrious generai, and an enthusiastic cliess-player,
declared that the principies underlying the successful conduet o? a gamie o?

cliess were identical with the principies whicli guided a commander-im-chief

on tlie field o? Mars. Wellington and Napoleon were botli chess players,
and during the exile o? tlie latter in St. Helena hie used to play the- gaine
daily, going over on the board bis many campaigns. At sucli times lie was

wont to deciare that hoe ought to have won Waterloo. In Germany, and in

fact in ail the armies o? Europe, the chess-board is as common as tlie

sword. During tlie weary wait before Paris, whie the siege guns were

reducing the "lBeautiful City " to ruins, every day saw hundreds o? mimie

batties on the cliequered fieldI.
The soldiers o? Canada have just returned fromn a successful campaign

of four months' duration. Many a monotonous day have tliey passed witli

not even "lfatigue duty " to relieve the duiness. Yet it wouid be safe to

say that not one gaine o? chess was played among tlie troops during the

rebeliion, nor could a set o? men or a board be found among the bagagae
o? any man or regiment at the front. Surely the volunteers o? Canada are
as intellectual as the hirelings o? dermany.

Turning from the camp to the study, do we find. any difference there
Oxford and Cambridge possess chess associations equal to any in the
country. At Leipzig, Breslau, and tlie other colleges o? Germany, the game
is encouraged and piayed by nearly ail students, while the professors are
among the best exponents o? the art. In Canada tliere is not a cliess club
among ail the colieges and universities in the country, and very few indivi-
duai players.

Among public men again the negleet o? tlie game is marked. In
England Lord Randoipli Churchill is a cliess enthusiast and a Vice-Presi-
dent o? the Britisli Chess Association, while Lord Tennyson is President,
and Sir Robert Peel, M. P., and John Ruskin are also Vice-Presidents.
Herbert Gladstone, M. P., is President of tlie Leeds Club, and Queen's
counsel and members o? Panliament contended together in a late tourney.
In France the President gives annually valuable prizes to encourage the
gamo, and in Germany it receives Imperial countenance and aid. In
Canada not one single name o? note in art, science or literature, îaw,
medicine or divinity, is ever mentioned in connection with the game.

Wliat can bie tlie objection to it î It does flot interfere with literary
effort. Buckle the histonian was champion o? England while writing bis
"4History of Civilization." It does flot interfere with iegal success.
Golmayo was champion of Cuba and Attomney-General at the samne -time.
It does not interfere with financial success. Kolescli, the Vienna banker,
was champion of Austria and one o? the nichest men in the empire as well.
Thie Astronomer-Royal of Engiand is a cliess-player. The Agtronomer-
Royal at Berlin was not long since a chess-piayer. We have seen that it
does not interfere with military success. What eau be the objection to it ?
'rhere is one, and that, until the people of this country change their nature,
is insuperable: the game of chess is inimical to gambling. Yon cannot

gamble at it. The element of chance is wanting. The best man must win,

and this, until poker, euchre and stock gambiing lose their hold on the

affections of the people, will render it unpopular.
Let philanthropists, therefore, wlio bemoan the haggard forms and

bloodshot eyes, the wasted energies and impoverished pocket-books of the

inveterate poker-players, too frequently followed by the suicide's end,

adopt the remedy and endeavour to replace the card-table by the chess-

board, initiating our rising generation into the mysteries o? Ilcheck " and

"checkmate," rather tlian let tliem lose their wav in the mazes of "ante,"

"bluff " and Ilflushes." PAWN.

SCIEIVTI FIG JO TTINGS.

Two pieues of engineering at widely separated points are now interest-
ing the railway men of tne Dominion, and though neither o? them can be
classed arnong the principal achievements o? modern engineering, their
efi'ect oni traffic will inake them of great importance. From New Bruns-
wick cornes word of the recent completion of a cantilever bridge at the
City of St. John, and at Sarnia the Grand Trunk have begun the excava-
tion o? a tunnel to Port Huron, under the St. Clair River. The bridge
connects the terminus of the Intercolonial with that of the New Brunswick
Railwav in the Toývn of Carleton, and crosses the River St. John immedi-
ately north of the fine suspension bridge that lias long adorned the city.
ilere the river narrows to about four hundred feet, furnishing with its
banks of solid rock the best if not the only feasible bridge site withifl
many miles. Through this gorge the great tides of the Bay of Fundy rush
with irresistible impetuosity, wliolly precludink tlie possibiiity of erectiiig
any false work, and so necessitating the adoption of either the suspension
or cantilever principle. In the newer style of structure the cantilevers
are so arranged that an arm reacbing ont over the river is exactly bal-
anced by a similar armn reaching shoreward, while the additional weight Of
an intermediate span of trusswork is sustained by anchoring doin the
shore ends of the cantilevers. In erecting, the shore ends are first put UP
with the lielp of staying, and anchored, and the river ends can then be
buiit out piece by piece witliout staying until they meet in the middle Of
the gap. The St. John Bridge, being entirely constructed of mild steel, lias
a very liglit and graceful appearance. It carnies a single track, and conl
sists of the two cantilevers, witli horizontal bottorn chords, resting 01,
granite piers built on the edges of the river. The intermediate span is
142,1 feet long, and a tresslework approach 400 feet long at the West end,
The bridge proper is 811 feet long, with a central span o? 477 feet. The
west cantilever is mnucli the larger of the two, being, 382 feet long, With
pier posts 80 feet hiôh, the east one being 287 feet long, with posts 65 feet
high.

The tunnel lias been located opposite the Great Westernr terminus at
Sarnia instead of at Point Edward, where the terminais of the Grand
Trunk proper are situated, because the river thoughnarrow at the latter Place
is seventy feet deep as against twenty-four at the former. Thelwork preoentg
no great difficulties of either an engineering or a financial kind, and WOul
probably have been done long ago had the Grand Trunk had control of the site.
Only those who know the immense amount of freiglit now ferried acroSs
the river, the expense of maintaining the hunge steamers, and the nisk of
damage or detention by ice in the winter, can realize the advantages hh
will follow tlie completion of this tunnel. It is estimated that the net
saving of $40,000 per annumn wiil be made.

TIIE flrst essay of this yeàr's Hudson Bay expedition to pastrog
the strait and gain the "lMediterranean of Canada " lias resulted in failure,
Lieutenant Gordon having been obiiged to put back to St. John's, Ne'-
foundland, for repairs to the Aiert. The voyage was begun as early in the
season as tliere was any probability of piercing the strait, Cape Best being
reached on the lfth June. Here the vessel was cauglit in tlie ice, ail

after being drifted backwards and forwards in a perfectly helpless 00"
dition for three weeks she escaped from it almost at the saine pointn
Gch July, with lier bow plates ripped off and lier stem so badly dan)age
that it was deemed advisable to refit before proceeding. Tlie season nIa)'
be an exceptionally severe one, but experience proves tliat only a vr
short seasoni can be counted on, and tliat only specially strengthened Vessels

cani under any circumstances be used for tire strait. There is littie doub

but that Lieutenant Gordon will succeed in relieving tlie observiflg stations,
at a later date.

EXTENSIVE experiments are being made both in Europe anid Allier1 ff
to acclimatize the tea plant. It wiil grow in the open air in the viciffit)' O

Florence, and Prof. Beccari, who went to India for the purpoSse O estle

gating its growth, thinks it wouid succeed in Italy if plants or seder o

brought fromn a climate sirnilar to that of the peninsula. A large~ ofttea plnslias consequentiy been sent to Japan by the Italian mnini herd
agriculture. In the Southern States it has been pretty ciearly estabiSout
that tea can be profitably grown. Soine plants raised f rom, seed in Soàc
Carolina attained a luxurious growtli of eighteen inches within a yeari Theu

in Georgia and Mississippi it lias been successfuily 0ultiVae. h joini
Government tea gardens at Summerville, for the maintenance ofW badly
appropriation o? $3,000 wag made last year by Congress, are said to be
located owing to the dry soul and iack of other suitable conditions.

TIrE cheinical wonder of the London Inventions Exhibitioni is Said to be

tlie manufacture of Oxygen by the process o? Brin Freres. Coniîno 1 a4i
drawn by means of a partial vacuum, througli a vesse1 of quicklieeq cI
absorbs ail the carbonje acid and moisture, îeaving oniy the oxygen an
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