
THE WEEK,

I have been a resident of the North-West since 1878,
havillg lived during that time in various parts of the country,
and amn now residing i n Alberta, so that, althoughi I believe
Prof. Shortt's observations to ho truc with regard to ail the
North-West 1 wiil confine îny remarks to the Province of
Alberta.

1 xviii venture to say that there are flot ten settiers iii
the ]Provinrce wlîo have the true interests of the country iii

vebut will agree with what Prof. Shortt xvrites of the
Pernicious resuits of the so-cai]ed vigorous Imimigration
P01iOY. Every C. P. R. passenger train brings its coniting-(ent of
whlat Prof. Shortt so aptly describes as the weaker brethren,
Who are the first to be taken in withi the i'ose-co1curei dlis-
criPtions of the Province as given i the iiillligration pain-
ph1ets.ý

Rlavin" no0 capital and nio backbone qualities to create
CaPital, they reniain as a dragy on the coinibnunity and it is
quite a usual sighit to see onetor, two of tirose ne'er-do-weils

*sccietY xvorkiing for their board withi the strong rancher.
Anly remnrks I should inake witlr rep~rd to rates onte
Canadian Pacific Railway would he superfluous, as it miust
be quite obvious to any one outsrde the ranks cf the profes-
8ional Politicians, that something mnust bo xvrong xvitli a sys-
tel bY which a railway lias a rnonopoly, ami thenfreighit and
P lssen9er rates ar s highi tlmt the 01(1 tirne ox-cart andi

haeah stili comipote profitably witlî the raiiway. The
opie for' the future of the Province of Alberta is Irrigation

and Eree Trade. In regard to the former, the ubiqu nitous
ProfesSiorial politician is doing ail lie can to obtairi (for the
iiIonopolist) the control of ail the xvater ri-lits on the rivers.

Tire comnig election will likely decidle Uie tariff question
for' Us. In conc "lusion I xviii say tliat aithougli Prof. Shortt's

ari e t is urai but rather the reverse, yet w

elltertain lari opos for the f uture of oui, country (lCspite

of lgisati (l rawbacks.

Calgary, IMarcir 27t1î, 1895. ALBIERTA S ET1LI(U.

P(iLlTICS~ ANI) PUIE lRINCI 1LEs. -111.

T0 t'le E(litor of Tire Week:
8 ir,-As I have already sai(l, the loxvest rate of irrterest

ifldicate,4 the îîost favourable ecoîoimic condition, tiiat is,
9îhe 'ecur'ity is greatei', business is o11 a souirder i)asis, nironey

ifore Ploîrtiful ; tiierefore tliere are gî'eate r opportunities
for doing a larger and a safer b)usinies tiarii i tue country
k.sereoite rate cf intei'ost is iiigher. The iow rate iiidicates

ruin Petition ; courpetition viii irot be undue as it alxvays
lntl counîtry wlheî'e the rate is abnornral. Capital is niot0'lrtriie( itecontry wiire îrteî'est is lowest, because

of the groater abundaîice cf uroncy. Comipetition is always
. eenlest xvbere interost is highest, that is, the iîigirest rate of
intere@st indicates the ufreatest disparity betweeîr the volume
ft'le Stocks cof inerchaxidise and tradesnru's obligations ou

le Oe hndandthevolmecf the country's currencyo0n
the mfore keen xvill the coînpetition be and the higior the
rate Of interest, which means that tire stocks of nierchaîrdiso
r1lust be saiu",htcred by tradesmen to enable tiieni to obtain

he tr nc3'iecessary to pay their obligations. The iowerthe rate Of interest the more evenly baianced will tire stocks
of luerchandise and tradesnren's oblig~ationrs and the volumie
le eurrency be . tîrerefore the incentive to sacrifice good s, at

'lthn ccst does not exist. In other words, coînpetiticn is
'lot Indue, because cf the better balance or equilibriui

To illustrate the foregoing more fcrcibly, say tue rate cf
iliterest in 011e country is one per cent. per anima, whîile inanrther it per pir
tbe er er cent, e arnun. The country iii whicli

Orle Pei, cent, rate exists will have five-fold the cur-
Cee circulation which moans five tirnes the opportunities

the oîlg businessz fivo tines the business activity, five-fold
.. security, its industries wili be taxed only one-fifth the

ti* uunt for' capital or bank accomnnodation, that tire indus-
"lie" cf the country in which the rate is five per cent. will

IO - Pay. The purchasing power of the money cf the
flterest country xvill be mucli greater tiran that cf the
]ýoe fthe high in tcrest country. Tire money is worthrioebecause it costs iess, the rate cf interost is less. The

bettir le condition cf such a country is superior, it is in a
~etrbusiness shape than the other. CRIi IC.
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Deus, Piuixt.

Gcd's canvas is the benlding sky ;
His pencils sunhbeains, swift anrd trme

His cclours,-peari, ciraleedcny;
His pictures ciouils, 0on backgrcuudc blue.

Moiitreal. JOHNŽ STUART TiioNisjN.

The Stanidardl1itila..

LON1E tîrne ago we mioticed xvitlî inuch satisfaction the pubi-
k) lication cf the first volume of tis great xvork. It is

niow comrpieted, and mnay be liad iii twc volumes or in one.
The latter liaif is, ini ail respects, deserving cf tire uxiquali-
fied coinnîmeîdation wviich we prcmcuîiced upoîr tire first.
Aîîd this cati lîardiy seur suî'prisiîrg wlien vie consider the
preparatihrs nrade for the accomrpiisiinent cf the task.

111 tue first place tiiere ivere five gcncî'al editors xvlio gave
tliselves te xvhat xve irray cali tue organization cf tire wiîolc
w ork. lIn tire second place, there xvere 110 fexver tlian crie
hundred and eighty-five specialists set over tire departinerîts
to wvich tirey belong-, and amcîrg tîrese are îny cf tue
niicst elinient nien cf science iii tie wv(rld, and wonien aiso,
arilciog the latter tire late Miss Eîlwards, a great au thcrity cri
Egyptciogy. Finaliy Lucre is an advisory ccinnnittee oii dis-
pute1 spelliuîg and prorruirciation, to tire uruinber cf fifty-
sex-en, aniîong wioîni are eminent English sciiolars froni Eng-
land, Canrada, the United States, and Australia--foreînost
arriouig oui ovin, one wvlo is a towei' cf streigtii on sucli sub-
jects, Mi'. Gcldxvin Sinitîr. Thus :247 editors and specialists
viere elnploye1 iii tire work, and 500 readers for quotations
besides.

After tis we cannot wocîder viuîcî -ve learn that tire
expeirditure upour tire (ictionary lias reaclied nearly tire surir
cf oue millionr dollari. \Vc turu to the bo0ok and xvc fird it
coirtains 2,338 pages, 5,000 iilustratioris, ail mnade expî-essl,,,y
for tire xvcrk, 3l$ vocabulary toîrrîs-near-ly tîvo and a
hlf trnes as iiiany as any othier surgie volumre dictionnry cf
tire Enerzisli Lanrguage, ani aibout 7-5,000 mrore traniairy otîrer.
\Vlen ve procec(i to examrine the execution of tire varions
parts, tire nîrost critîcal xviii lardiy fird it Possibule to carp or
cci ipiain. Tirepaper is excellent, clear, gicssy,of sutliciemrt tlick-
iîcss, s0 takirig om thre printirig, wliicli is quite large erroughi, ini
sucli a iranner ais to nakze it easy cf consultation. Afteî
tire excellent printing, we note tire wxood cuts whuiei rire excel-
lent and adequate, and finaily tire illustrations, sonire cf tireur
beautifully colcured, as tirose cf birds, geis, fiags, etc., ou
plate paper. Withi regardi to tire actual contents, irr tire way
cf deflurition, derivaticir, (1uotation, etc., it is oniy after
ralier lonrg and corrtirîuod use tbat a firal opinion car be
fornred ; but certain trustwcrthy resuits mnay be said to bceos-
tablislred. In the first place, we have conipared tAre Dictionu
ary iii a great rnany plarces witiî tire best dicticirrries alrrady
pui)iislied :and, ris far as we have obsei-ved, iiot cilly does it
surpass tîrose cf tire saine sized, but iii general i t is miore
satisfrrctory tîran inraîry larger works. We harve niade special
searci for twocldrsses cf xvords, iii order to test tire value cf
tire dicticnary--scientific and pîrilosopirical térirrs ; and xve
iaxe et once beomi disappointed. Let tIre reader take, for
example, a vocabulary cf pliilosopliy by Fl'emring, cdited by
Crrldeî'wcod, novi Professer at Edinburgh, anlo iok out any
nuruber cf words in tirat special dictionry, anrd tro in tire
Staîndard, anrd in tlrree crises out cf four', tire def'iiitions cf
tire nevi dicticnary înay ho sîrorter, but tlîey xviii be more
satisfactoî'y. It is very uucî tIre saine, rrs far as xve have
n'ennrrked in other departîrrents cf kiiowiedge.

Ainrong tire appendices tîeî'e rire txvo cf gî'oat inrterest,
core ou disputed spellings, and oue ou disputed pi'onuncra-
ticrîs. libre we can see what pronuniciations are ailowable,
and xvhat are sustained by the greatost nuinber cf authori-
tics. For example, vie shahl s00 that there are certain classes
cf viords whiclr are proncunced in one0 way by neariy ail the
Englisi authorities and in another by iueî.riy ail tire Ainneri-
can.

It is a very splendid bock that Messrs. Funk & Wag-
nalis have given us. There is littie prospect cf its being
surpassed during the next two generations. Moreover, con-
sidering its structure aurd contents it is far from costly.

*e The Standard Dicticîrary of the Pnglish Laxigitage.' Price
,$1200O aid upwards. New York :Funrk & WVagnalls Co. 1895.
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