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upon the Mother's strong arm to get us out of
any difticulty into which we may blunder, or
jingo statesmen in other nations may foree us,
in irresistiblo and debilitating —we might almost
add, demoralizing. Canany thoughtiel person
doubt, moreover, that as an indepeadent nation
Canada would bocome a much more attractive
field for immiyration than she can possibly be
s0 long aa she bas nothing better in the way of
citizenship to offer those who choose to share
her fortunes than colonialism, with all its
suggestions of inferiority and subordination 1
Once more, an independent Canadian nation-
ality would do more than anything else to
awaken, ospecially in the breasts of the youny
and ardent, that apirit of patriotism the absence
or fecblenoss of which is now slmost the despair
of the Canadisn who in ambitious for his
country.

But the difficultion { They are many and
scrious,  Nothing is to be gained by belittling
them. To our thinking the first and great-
ost are those springing from geographical
berriers and fromn racial incongruities. 1t is

no alight obatacle to consolidation in any form’

“hat the different provincvs of which Canada is
composed stretch as 4 narrow belt from ocean
to ooean ; that they arc separsted from each
other by natural barriers which may for a long
time, possibly fur sll time, cut off that contin-
uity of population which might otherwise go
far to oounternct the divisive effect of our
magnificent distances. These obstucles are
not neceasarily imsuperable. Were we once to
sot ourselves in downright earnest to overcome
them in order to build a nation, as did Cana.
diann twenty-five yenrs agu in order to build »
federation, why should we be less sucouss-
ful?  Nor should it be furgotten that precisely
the same ohetacles stand in the way of Imperial
Federation, prolonged colonialism, and every

_ other poesible future, save perhaps Politioal

Union, which few of our readers will admit to
be as yot our *‘inevitable,” much less our
**ideal,"” deatiny.

But we should be, we sre told, ineapable of
defending oursvlves sgainst attack, or of pro-
teoting vur commerce in all yuarters of the
world. As to the first, we have but ons
neighbour whose hostility might be feared.
We know no reason to doubt the reiterated
assurnnoes of the leadors of thought and legin-
lation in the United States that they have not
the slightest desire to interfere with the right
of Canada to sbape her own political future,
Bo that as it may, the Great Republie, which
has taken tho initiative in inviting the other
solf govarning nations of this sontinent to enter
into solemn treaty arrangements for the settle.
ment of all future disagresmuents by arbitration,
could hardly hemitate to enter into a similar
agreoment with independent Cansda.  As to
the alleged necessity for s great fleet to protect
our conimerce, we simply decline to adwmit the
exintoncy of such necessity, Othersuall nations
teade and prosper witheut largeiron-clad navies.
We have before pointed cut that the United
fitntes for many long years, at s time too when
whe had & werchant marine worth moleating,
found harself quite able to meet all the require-
ments of the mitustion with & war-fleet uo
stronger than Csnada could ensily maintaiu in
ways that we Lave not now space to describe.
Most Canadians of spirit will admit, too, that
we eannot mach longer pressrve our sell-respest
without contributivg in some way to the
sapport of the British fleet, if we eontinue to
rely upon it for protection. Hence some out-

others, whet
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lay of this kind is inevitable. Mureover,
Canadians are not, we take it, a race of cowards,
and all arguments of the chws in question are
simply & s to cur timidity.

f;:t ‘:::.ldhluyalty of it! To think of
deserting the Old Land after ull ahe has done
for us! To cut ourselves adrift. too, from all
the glories of British history and all our heri-
tage in the grandest literature the world has
ever known ! Is 1t disloyalty in the grown-up
son to leave his father's roof and set up for
himself? Does it nocessarily diminish mutual
regard and affection ¢ Does it not often rather
incresse them 7 We cannot. here follow wup
this thought, but we hold it highly probable,
if not absolutely demonstrable, that Cansda as
an independent nation, allied by the closest
ties of heredity and intercourse with the two
great Anglo-8axon natioos, and partaking as
she might and ought to of the better qaahties of
hoth, might really be more servicsable both
to the Mother Country and the world than she
oan over bo in any other capacity, st the same
time that she would frue the former from a
source of constant auxiety and danger. The
history, literature and traditions of Great
Britain ave the heritage of the race.  Nothing
cap deprive us of our share in them. And what
prouder positivn can even she aspire to than
that of Mother of nations, great and free !

OTTAWA VERSUS WASHINGTON.

Time was whon sn interchange of courtesies
between atatesmen through the medinm of the
newspuper interviewor would have been thought
too undignified to bhe possible. But those
were timea when the busineas of government
as well as of diplomacy was held to belong to
Governments and the governing classes. Bee-
ing, therefore, that under democratic instita-
tions the people who luok to the newspapers
for their information on all matters of current
history are, or believe themselves to be, the
roal rulers of the conatry, we sre not sure that
we should too hastily condemn the method

employed by Mr. Foster, the Finance Minister -

of Canads, and Mr. Fuoster, the United States’

Soovetary of State, in thus taking the people .

into their confidence, with a view to making
them arbiters in thuir disputes concerming
watters of faot connected with the reciprocity
conference at Washington. = Beeing that no
ufticial report of the proceedings, much less of
the discussions, of the Comference has been
given to the public in either country, we
cortainly are now learuing wmore ahout them
than we could otherwise have hoped to discover.
The pity of it is that the accounts given by the
two suthorities dissgree in important, nay, is
what many Casadians at Jeast would regard as
vital, particulars. To say nothing of the mis-
understanding concerning the affair which the
American members of the, Conference under-
stoud to be a promise on behalf of the Canadian
Government to discoutinue the vhnoxicus dis-
ortminatinn ageinst American ports in the
wmatter of onual tolls, but which the Canadian
representatives interpreted merely aa a promise
to consider the guestion--for it is possible to
conceive that such & misunderstanding might
innoocently take piace in the owse of & mevely
conversational interchange of views—-how sre
we to account for such giaring discrepancies e
the following :

Mr. Blaine was asked aa to certain condi-

tionn of & ibly wider arrangement ;
the United Btates would in-
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