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4 cIY8ry to any inland view in these parts. There is
% Useyabout their long, undulating outline, so often

Vreathed iu grey mist. Tbey seem to shuitlis out from
the Wor]d beyond-tbat world of hurry and unrest wbich
We have left for a time. Oniy for a time, alas! The day
"ill coule, too soon, wheu we shall sec the other side of
thosAe bls, and pass from tbeir shlter to our work and te
8111 unknown future. ELMî.

POETIC ART 1N CANVADA.

rrIERE bas been some very foohiali writing upon tbe
A.Unfitness of our surroundings here lu Canada to pro-

dUCs Poetic art. Wherever mankind is wjth bis joys and
4o'rrOws .wberever nature spreeds ber cbanging panorama
Of eky, field and flood, there will be a therne for the poet.
eoture is flot et fault, but perbaps tbe seer is yet wanting.
Il Every man sees in nature that wbicb be brings eyes te
ee, Nature is indeed a divine palirnpsest re-written by
th' baud of man, underneatb whieb scrawl a mystic writing
MeY be traced by honcst study. Some crities seem almnost
t' lament the lack of great national disasters, the absence
of grC:at wers, as if the drama of life and bistory were
0111Y uufolded' to furnish a theme for the poetaster.
Pantade too bas bad ber wars, not perbaps of world wide
',IP0rtance ; there bas been no shaking of dynasties, notUblling of despots from their tbrones; but if the poet

d airs a subject for martial verses, the srnallest skirmisb
ilaswell afford bim tbrilling incidents as tbe most

erth 'shaking of Meratbon's or Weterloo's.
The rnaxim that poeta nascitur non fit is only truc lu

alimlited sense. No doubt the gift of barmony is a present
lerlthe gods; but iu poetry, as lu everything else, bard

Wor'k, aud bard work only, will dcvelop tbe talent thet
'wa8 given as a fairy gif t at birtb. Only by long years of
woI.k, by much burning of the miduight où, will any man

18l" to build tbe lofty rhyrne," and even if, in tbe end,
fillire and obscurity be bis portion, let biru remember
S eot failure but Iow aim is crime." Art is a bard tesk

rÛ"tress3, and only by much striving can we 50 înucb as
8ePthe hem of ber skirts. Poetry la confessedly tbe

h'ghest of tbe arts, how then slîould one expect to excel
hf y rigbt divine1 " In the sister arts of mnusic and

P%'rtiug, bow much la required of the aspirant for famje ?
l'Ov rnany are content te ive for tbeir art alone, t hrouglî

raYweary years, content if in the end tbey earu soilie
%"aIl rneed of praise ? Above ail let no mnan prostitute

hart for gold or passing kidas , reînember wbat Milton
eeceived for Il Paredise LeIAst," ani bc sure tbat if a man
does good work the world wiil recoguize it lu the end and
tePay hirn well.

or rnust we expect miuch at first from a young coun-
thja great mau is tbe result of an accumulation of
OUgt, for bimi other men have laboured and be bas

e5aPed the reward. Let no main presumne to say, "lAlone
4tlduLaiedJ did it," for ail the nîinds of ail tbe ages

th prepared a way for hlm, and be, the king, comes into
enjoyment of bis sovereignty hy the acts of mnany

Ior' thiouhelpers. That is why one wouid say, "lWork
t0 eu art's sake," ani if any man demurs to tbis, let Iimii

0a carry bricks or post a ledger, for assuredly lie will
eVr( a poet. If bie is4 a truc' artist he will bo content
Wokfor Ilsome divine far off event to wlîicb tbe whole

Ilnoves.'

o erhaps, if tbere be a lack of pootical feeling amongst
%Masthe fact may ho partly due to their up-bringing
'lto any inberent sterility. Amongst the older

%118 tho youth of a cbild of educated parents is largely
fith the tales of feiry and sprite. The nurse adds ber
tOf folk tore, aud tbus tbe cild's fancy is stiriiuleted,

1Ibe ts youth is spent lu dreame tbat coming years will
~ddispol, bu t wbich leave mernories and fancies nover

it Wholly tost emidst the great battle of life. And is
'ltthe btter way f Hard and bitter knowledgo, sorrow
Prosaic auxieties, come soon enougb ; let cbildren, at

4t, be surrounded by sweet and graceful fendies, bow-
IUnslubstan~tal the dreams rney be. 1 know no better
for' a child's mind than those tales of Artbur and bis

~8ht8 of the Round Table, tbe gambols of Robin Good-
Ji 5 Wand Oberon, Bayard sounding bis boru witb dying

Ce1tRoucoavallos. What Sbakespeare and Tennyson
ýherb lu i immortal verse may net a child lern 1

là er'too the Northern rnythology, Thor and tbe Jotuus ;8, r the Beautiful and tbe fatal Mistletoe, and bundrcds
Oth8r legendary tales. Sucb stories pleasod the cbild-

Of nations from wbicb sprang warrior, poet and
ýh'11OPer.Are they not also good for the youth of the

4w There is one irreparable bass for which the people of a
tonCountry are nlot respousiblo. Not for tbom the

t9 36which bangs round ruined castie aud beather
historie battis fields ; their steps are flot forever on

dil0 'Pire's dust, nor does the twilight of bistory haîf
Vcer and haîf conceal a gorgeous pageant of thu pat.

th11 Canada, if flot in the whole of the modern world,
ePrectca powers of the mind are often developed at

thri eePense of the imaginative. Wbether this atropby of
Dl Yis a necessary concomitant of the increase of the

ot ieal power, it la not witbin the scope of this article to
1Ï8;but tbe fact reinains that the cultivation of tbe

40t elnative powers la ueglected, and 1 feel confident tbat
th fli"roulds the taste se certainly and ineradicably as a
s early reading.
Qlletirne age 1 know a littîs girl (herself a fairy for
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beauty) living witb ber parents ou tbe border of a lovely
leke in Assiniboie. Tbe cbild was accustomed to roem
elong tbe strend, tbrough tbe woods, and over the fiower
prankt prairie. To my astonisbment 1 found sbe knew
nothing of fairy lore, and 1 set myself to enligbten ber
ignorance, taking especial care to dweil on the friendliness
of the Ilgood people"; but tbe lesson came too late.
Imagine tuy mortification when sbortly aftcrwards 1 fonnd
that I had literally frightened rny little friend froin ail her
accustomed haunts ; and yet I remember the day wben lu
every deli the fainies beld their riduigbt revels ; wben
down the glades rode Sir iLauncelot, bis hcavily ceparisoued
war horse sbaking tbe ground at every tread, while the
sun flasbed back from plurnéd belmet and trencbant lance
point, wben tbe Ilsbattering trumpet"» shrillcd bigb from
miany a mouldering wall, and iii every wood bold Robin
drew bis bow or woo'd maid Marien lu the abade.

The race for wealtb and position is flot ail lu ail ; let us
somotimes pause lu the grateful shade of waysido fancies,
to renew our courage for tbe fray, and wipe the dust of
tbe world from our parcbcd and b]ackened lips with the
sweet waters of forgetfulness; so at least wo sball not
alweys be bard and unlovcly men and wornen.

Higber tban ail graceful fancies and pleasing versifica-
tion is the necessity for the poet-tbe seer-the prophet,
to seerch always and stronuously for trntb. I arn aware
that Edgar Poe, in bis dissertation on the Poetic principal,
makes the beautiful and flot the truc tbe proper object of
tbec pot ; but it seems to me tbat Poo-acute reesoner
as be was-has bere fallen into a confusion of terms. He
would secm to bave confounded the truc witb the didactie,
and the latter, certain]y, sbonld be avoidod iu poetry. lu
spite of some brilliant exemples to the contrary, the poet,
as poet, should be a singer and not a philosophbical reas-
oner. Browning was botb by turnis, but flot botb
together, I think.

Goethe, again, says thet the beautiful includes the
good-a difficult saying; but I conceive that lu the good
bc included the true. Let us then tako the message of
the Grcek Vase in Keat's beautiful lines :-

Beauity is tru th, trnth beauity- that is al
Yto kn>w on eartii, ani ail ye need to knov.

Shallflot those wbo possess the divine gift bo careful of
those wings of thougbt whicb 11f t thein bigli above the
storm and stress of the world to that rare altitude from
wbence they can signal to the dwellers in the valley the
first sight, of the Iladvaucing spcars " of the luminary of a
larger day. BASIL TFmPES'r.

T HIE Minister of Public Instruction in France bas thus
eddressed tbe I" recteurs " of "ll'Université " ; and

pleased saine of the leading Frencb pepers. lu throe mat-
tors especialiy correction ought to ho indulgent :

1. Give up being rigorous wbenever there la doubt or
division ini opinion, whenever usage is flot yet ixed, or
bas beeu aniy recently, wlîcn common practice varies,
wlien authors difier, and wbcn tlic Academy itself takes
note of these besitations in opinion. Up to 1878 one had
to write consonnance ; the Academy now admits conson-
ance, by analogy with disonance. Up to 1878 it bad to
be phthi8ie and rhylÂme; since that date the Acadorny
suppresses an h lu each, but the second lu phtisie, the first
in rythme! Up to 1878 collège was a bad feuit, one0 had
to write collége ; now it is just the opposite. The Aca-
deîny authorizes agendas, alinéas, and seems uot to admit
duplicatas. It prefers des accessit without condemning
dles accessits. About a number of ordinary words no one
can, without pedantry, prcteud to ho infailible ; tho
Acederny confesses that one rnay write clef or clé, 80/a or
sopha, des entre-sol or deg entresols, dévouement or dévo,2-
ment, il paye or il paie, payement or paiement, or even
pal ment, etc. In this case, and lu aIl like cases, wbatever
ho the corrector's porsonal opinion, ho cannot ask the
pupil to be more sure of the ground than the masters
theinselves are.

2. The Ministor cdaims the same indulgence for the
pupil wben logic declares the latter la right, though usage
la ageinst hlm, and wbeu the fanît ho coinmits proves thet
btter than the languege itself, ho respects the naturel
laws of analogy. "l One of the firit thiuîgs teught to
cbildren," says one who la a master lu philological matters,

Iis a liat of seven uouns lu ou, wbicb take x insteed of s
in the plural ; genoux, bijoux, etc. ; yet no one bas ever
discovered eny reasan why these will not submit to the
ordinery rule." la itjust to count as so many faults cer-
tain spelliug rule-breakinga, when the8e are simply prools
of attention on the pupil's part ! (The italics are mine.)
For instance, it la flot beceuse ho is scatter-brained or
iguorant, but beceuse be refiecta, thetli e wauts to write
either dizième like dizanie or else dixamè like dixième ;
logic will hinder hirn too from edmitting imbécile and
imbécillité, siffler witb two /'s, and persifler witb one. So
ho will write as8oir witbout an e lu spite of the e in séance,
because everyone bas corne to write déchoir without an e,
notwitbstandiug déchéance. What master could give a
good reason to justify the difference between apercevoir
and apperaître, betweeu alourdi and allonger, between
abatage and abbatteur, abatis and abbatoir, agrégation and
agglomnération ?

3. Lastly, since the beginniug of this century e certain
number of rules have corne luto French spelling foundpd
on distinctions which grarniarians tbink decisive, but which
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modern pbilology, with more respect for the history of
the language, confirms only after many restrictions, and
neyer grauts thein a bit of that superstitions respect we
have been asked to surrouud tbern withî. ihose are the
points the examiners and masters must ho invited to pesa
over lightly, insted of taking pleasure ln dwelliîig on
them: that sort of thing la juat where the burdun dan ho
made casier. How ebsolutely useleas for education of the
mmnd are aIl the bours that bave been given np even in
the very primary sobools to scarching into rules of tout and
même, vingt and cent, nee, and demi, to the discussion of
innumerable exceptions, and exceptions to exceptions, con-
ccmniug the spelling of comnpound words, wbich is notbing
but a history of perpetuel variation: the newspepers have
more than once drawn attention to the inane folly of enid-
bass debate whicb arise ont of dictations, lu connection
with expressions liko des habit8 d'homme or d'hommes, la
gelée de groseille or grosseilles, de pomme or de pommes, (les
mnoines en bonnet carré or en bonnets carrés.

The Minister ends by saying that pupila are simply
tumned aside from what la beautiful or truc in, thought, or
eveu prevonted froma understanding the sense of wbat is
written, by their picking ta pieces of words.

la it flot wortb noticing another exemple of ilîia etlî
ority rebelling against the routine which bas been the ter-
rible tyrant, oven if the inevitable one, of the miodern
organization of popular instruction'? Perbaps lu England
(wbere there is so large a class comparatively froc), mon
going to univeraities, for instance, hardly realize the woes
of their humble hrethreu ; but in countries wbere with the'
advautages of greater regularity lu teaching methods, there
are foît its disadvantages. Most people have passed under
the yoke. if this is truc of France it is more truc of North
Auterica wben it bas prodncod what Mr. Lowell Iimself
called Il the beat common-scbooled and the least cultivated
people in the world." But everywbero it is tiumo to shako
off the yoke pressing more or lossa bevily. What is writ-
ten above cries to the pity of some examinera, (yen et thie
risk of leaving tbem no work to do, or only soinue more
boneat sort of work. And about a foreigu languago wc
are inclined to ho even more foolisb than about omîr own,
la it possible a few more teachers of French wili ceaso ta
begin witb the nonus lu x wben tbey find they aroi wislîing
ta ho more French than the French themselvecs? Littré,
as meuy must bave noticed, constantly pnts the grain.
mearlans aside hy appealiug to usage to prove thiat righitly
or wrongly the best authors mix up sembler anîd paraîte,
commencer à and commencer de and il semble (tlîoughîi
impersonal) with indicative and witb sub)junictive ,-(v4!1
tbough one rnay sec a possible distinction iin cvery oe eof
these instances. But cbildreu, set on theit' wey withî
grammatical exceptions, are passed ou ta thia sort cf
douhtful syntax:- are net the edited books full cf it 'l
Certeîuly they may ho useful as reference books, but there
ougbt ta ho warning as ta use witb discretion. An abbre-
viated edition of Les Misérables net long ego pîiblisludi in
Englaud 18 very strong on commencer à and roïwmneer le,
and carefully calîs attention ta V. lluga's use of the dis-
tinction, but passes lu silence the passages whîere the
author's practice does not faîl in with the editor's theory
it 18 the same lu this book with il semble.

Perbapa if Engliali teechers of Frenchu board a Frenchu
professor of Englisb, et the Sorbonne, putting an enîd ta
too German-minded pupils' discussions of the distinction:; in
IAdam Bede " hetween Ilyes, thank you, ir," and Il thaiîk

you, ir," between Il1 felt a few draps of rein faîl on mny
nase," and I felt a few dropa of rein faliing on mîy naseý,"
they would dosire to imitate M. Barets wisdom, wbielî
cornes of a real knowledge of the foreigu language.

But this ministerial circuler with its revolutioiîary
second paragrapli suggeats fltot nly heing mnerciful ta
oflencos, but also takiug away saine of the ceuses for otlf.uce.
If freedam as ta two b's or two p's, or aur 1 or our7?-r
Frenchi leeda ta uniformity-es it probahly wiII-why
should flot Engliah spelliug, even if stilI holding theaier
and color lu horror (sic), be redy ta follow American iu
snch a rul as doublixig final consonants of dissylebic
verba before participa] endings only wben the accent la on
tho second syllable 1 Truc, thet would bring ns aIl ta
traveled as wo are already et galloped. And another fol-
lowing of Arnerican dictionaries or of Frenchi Ministors
would make Englishmen say tboy were thtanklitli, when
tho new-coiners write praise-/uli, does it look se extra-
ordiuary b W. F. STrCcuuEY.

Paris, 1891.

THE excavations conducted et Eretria, lu EubctŽa,
under the directions of the American sebool et Atheus,
have been very succossful. The theetre bas been opened
and tbrows cousiderable light on the construction of
the stage. Before the stage building is a low, narrow
platform, with an arcb tbrough the mniddle. We bave
opened a large number of tomba in what appears ta ho a
cîty of tomba. 0f these the fineat show elegaut marbie
architecture. The only epitapli mentions a Ildaugbter
of Aristotle." Dr. Waldenstein, the permanent director
of the American achool, distinctly discleims the identifica-
tion of thia as the tomb of the philosopher Aristotle.
Much gold bas been found lu the tomhs, including six dia-
dems, an immense wreath of wrought gold, a seal rinîg and
ear-ringa lu the form of doves, set witb jowels. Notbing
fluer in the wey of ancient jewellery bas ever been dis-
covered. Besides these may be mentioned white lekythoi,
or vases for unguents. The walls excevati d show New
Eretrie wa founded upon Old Eretria.


