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illegitimate. In the lawsuit in which the question arises

fh e makes the Courts uphold the validity of this clause;

but hie tells us that while the Archbishops of Canterbury

and York. whom hie consulted, agree that the words were

intended to convey the meaning that the Ilworldly goods"

become the joint property of husband and wife, an eminent

Queen's Counsel, to whom the question was submitted,

gave an opinion diametrically opposed to that of the dis-

tinguished prelates. The arguments addressed by the plain-

tiff's eloquent youing counsel are certainly very ingenious,

and if the law is not what the Court is said tu have

declared it to be, the reader will be incline'i to think

that it should be made so, or that the objectionable clause

should be expunged fromn the marriage ritual.

But the lawsuit is merely an incident in which the

principal characters have no very special concern, that of

the hero beiug chiefly professional, although bis personal

feelings are warmaly aroused and give a strong impulse to

bis professional zeal. Other incidents are the rescue of

an English officer f rom the Arabs of the Soudan, a love-

lor lady from a convent, and a littie boy, the heir of an

earldom from gypsies who had stolen.him. The story does

not conceri' itself merely with one pair of loyers. The last

chapter tells of the marriage of no less than three happy

couples at the samne time, one of them being an old gentle-

man of seventy-one, and an old lady nearly the samne age.

Althougli possessing many elenients of interest, the story

is clumsily developed and, as a "lnove1 " we must regard it

as unsatisfactory. The love-making is described in some-

what hackneyed phrases, and the loyers' talir is, in some

instances, decidedly stilted: when Ernest Aldan went to

viit bis hetrothed " the lovera met iii rapturous embrace.

Ernest clasped hier to his manly breast and kissed hier

dear lips with passionate eagerness, while each read in the

otber's eyes the blîssful story of unalterable affection,"

and when Helena enquires, "lBut why did you corneq"

Ernest replies, Il Need you enquire, dearest 1 Does not

your own love answer the question it prompts you to ask 1i

Your affection for me, Helena, is the ligbt of my exist-

ence, irradiating with its beauty life's darkest days ; and

as the hnmblest plant turnis to the ligbt for its very lîfe,

so niy wbole being longs for your presence and lives but in

your smile ;" to which lie adds some sixteen lines of, pro-

snmably, original verse.

THE, Queries Magazine soemq to irnprove under the e

name it assumed last month. The February number bas

portraits of Louis Agassiz and Humboldt; and tho reading

matter is varied, interstilg and instructive ; the Ques-

tion departmnent being stili vigorously kept up.

Ma. JOH'Z B. ALDE'Z, New York, has recently brougli

out a new edition of "lConstance Aylmer," by Helen Fitch

Parker, first published some ton or twelve years ago by

e ~the Scribners. It is an interesting historîcal tale of

Gravesend, an English settlement in the New Nether-

lands, un the days of Peter Stuyvesant.

Tnu distinguishiflg featuro of the Overland Montihi

for Fobruary is the numbor of short sketchy stories if

contains, most of them of considerable menit. There ai(

two political papers, IlThe Personal Equation in Ameri

can Politics," by Wilbur Larremore, and "lThe Powerr c

Congress over Rates of Inter-state Carriers," by Jobi

Totyl.
WE have received fromt the Publication Agency of th(

Jobi1s-Hopkins University the first nutuher of the IlBouin

n1ings of American Nationality," by Albion W. Small, Ph

D., President of Colby University. This is a study of th,

constitutional relations btween the Continental Congres

and the Colonies and States, and will be the firs

volume in the Eighth Series of the valuable IlJohns-Hor

kins Studies in Historical and Political Science," of whie

Herbert B. Adams is the oditor.

Wi4 have recived two very readable novels froi

Messrs. Love]1 and Son, Montreal. "TleBondman," byHa

Caine, in the "lStar Series," is an unusnally good storj

the scene of which is laid partly in the Isle of Man ai

partly in Ireland. "The Wynn's Mystery," by George Msi

ville Fenn is ingenious un plot and icli in incident ; li

when Mr. Fenii wishes to make one of bis characters, wl

seenis to be killed dead enougli, reappear afterwardi

perfect health, hoe shonld not inflict on him such terril

ý-à injiries as happened to George Harrington, wha, aft,

is tneacherous conrade had dealt him a crushing blow0

the he5.d with his clubbed rifle, fell twa hundred fe(

down a sheer precipice to the rocks below and was th(

scalped- and as if to banish utterly any possible lingE

ing doubt in the reader's mind, lie is led to infer that t

body of pon Harrington was snbsequently devonred by

grizzly.

Tic openii'g paper in the Forinightly is IlThe Port

guese in East Afnica," by Daniel F. Rankin, un which t

writer draws a very dark picture of the moral results

Portnguese influence on the native population. "'j

Portiiguese morality," lie savs, Ilun these dlank regians

appreciably lower than that ;f the brute beast." Anatl

Anglo-African question discussed un this number is Il T

Swaziland Q uestion," by Sir Hercules Robinson. 3

Labouchene is brouglit sliarply to task by Mr. W. '

Mallock for bis recent Forum article entitled "lDemoora

in England ;" and under IlCarrespondeYice," Mr. CI

Blind severely citicises Mr. GladstoneO for having aileg

un one, of bis IImultifariaus3 utterances " that the epoci

Germai' literature Ilmay be said ta lie within the yei

embraced by the life of Goethe." There is an unui

feature in this number of the Fortnightly-Btory, II
iCaCrm ",b mleRvsCalr
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IN an article entitled IlNatural Riglits and Political whic

1ights " in the Nineteenth Century for Februany, Prof essor that

Huxley vigorously controverts some propositions in H-enni Wh(

George's 14Progness and Poverty." In the samne number thoy

Arminius Vambéry forecasts IlThe Future of Russia in the

A.sia," and Mr. Henry Blackbunn, who, it will ho rememn-

bered, lectured in this city a couple of years aga, bas an desc

interesting article on the"I Illustration of Books and News- exp,

papers," '0 A Chinese View of a Railway in China," hy figu

Fung Yee;- IlPlay and Playors on the iRiviera," hy W. witi

Fraser Rae; The Glut of Junior Officers in the Anmy," sic,

by General Sir John Adye;l'The Naturalist on the inb

Pampas," by W. H. Hudson;-"Ihe Land ànd its Ownons in wis

Past Times," by Rev. Dr. Jessop " lCrete aad the Spha- dra

kiots," hy Chai-les Edwardes ; I"Party Prospects," hy T. ah.

E. Kebbel ; II Dante and the New Reformation," by J. atti

W. Cross;- and " The Wonking of the People's Palace," As

by Sir Edmund Hay Curnie, are the other papers un the tha

number.liaý

LITERARY AND PERSONAL GOSSIP.
pal

JEAN INGELow and «Goorge Macdonald are writing th(

serials for the ncw ,tlanta. M

A Nsw Elinbtirghl journal called lVaverley is about to S

be started, conducted hy Mn. H. Blythe. Tb

THE American for Fehmuary 22nd contains a paper n cal

"Canadiaix Americaus," signed Il W. F. Stockley, Fred- V

ricton, N. B." S
M.WILLIAM MORRIS, the poet, is rohust and square- T

huilt; h li:4s shaggy hair and he deliglits in rude apparel. i

H-e loves the sea, and nothing pleases huai more tban tOA'

ho mistakon for a sailor ; in fact, his appoarance is some- I

what namtical. 
by

Miss BARitows' IlFacta and Fancies about Eggs," E. at

Vinton Blake's story for young peopie, "lThe Daîzelîs of 2,

Daisydown," and kiss Sparhawk's IlChroniclo of Con- M

quest," announced hy D. Lothrop Company for publication

in Fehruary, will ho issned tuis week. l

PROE55oI BoYEsEN bas a story in the March number

of the Cosmopolitafl, entitled "lA Candidate for Divorce."

it bas many realistic scenes frai a young ladies boarding

school, and aims to show the calamitous nesulta fri much

v of the prevailiflg feminine educatian.p

MR. THOMAS O'IIAOXN, MA., Pii.D., the well-known e

g Canadian litterateur and elocutionist, is now a reaident ofh

the Capital. Dr. O'RHagan is delivering a course of lectures ,

on elocutian before the students of Ottawa University, and a

t s also connected with the editonial staff of United Canada.,

h ANOTHER ival to the London Spectator is talked of- N

y a weekly journal ta be called Tiue Liberal, atad ta ho pub- e

if lished unden the auspices of the Liberal Association. 1

-A large section of tie.English Liberals feel that they have

heen betrayed hy the Spectator un its course on Irish

ýy matters.

it THa Czar's latest fad is ta farce alI membens of the

e Impenial family ta wear clothing of only Russian matenial,

î- made up anly by Russian hands. Boti the Czar and

Af the Czarina have heretof are obtained their clotiing frain

in Paris, and lier Majesty bas liad twenty French dress-

makers constantly einployed at St. Petersburg.

10 SiR ARTHUR SULLI vAN denounces the stary that ho and

n1- Gilbert have quarrelled as absolutely baseless. 1, We are

O.on the îost cordial terra," hoe says ; Ilin fact, nover un aur

he long oxperiende as partners lias more complote harmony

ffs existed between us. In tbe productionof 'The Gondoliers'

at bass trouble lias arisen tixan un any of aur previons efforts.

P Gilbert writes me regulanly. 1 cannaot comprebend wiy

ch the papens have fahicated this story, any mare than I can

understatid why the Amferican press bas sa persistently

311 ill-used ns."
all EURoPE lost a strikingly piatiresquo statesman of the

rY second rank) and Prince Bismarck mn old, stauncli and

nd valued friend, un the deatb, Feh. l8th, of Count Julins

in Andnassy, un the sixty-eighth year of his age. Ho was a

ut damna de of Louis Kossuth un the revolution of 1848;

,ho prime ministen of Hungary in 1867 ; imperial ministen for

an foreign afflaira in 1871 ; and Austro-1Htingarian represon-

ble tative at tie Congress of Berlin in 1878. Ho was one af

tom the heat fiends the Jews of Hungary ever liad, and one of

on the most distingnished-looking publicetmon of the century.

ietm
ion Mas. PRESIDENT HARRISON liolds the position of

'or- honaun in the Marci Ladies' Home Journal as the subject

th, Of an unusualîy interesting article, IlMrs. Harrison un the

ya White Hanse," by A. J. Halford 1 brother of the Pnesident's

private secnetany. Mr. Halford cetainly presents the

rt-best picture of domestic life in the Executivo Mansion

teer printed. Mrs Harrison bas pensoiaally autiorizod

ohe this article, and a new and a most beantiful portrait of hien

a of accompanies vaews of ber own room, Mrs. McKee's room

s.i and other apartmnents in the White Hanse not usually plia-

Mber tagaaplied.
'hor c THEE1'holiday gift-book' is appanently doomed. The

Mr.n best speciiens of the liybrid that came ta us tuis year fell

H. fan short of any known standards of artistic book-making.

-acy. While aur f aith in photogravure as one of the best pro-

1 cesses for a perfect reproduction of the artist's meaning

ýged romains unshaken, the art is either so imperfectly under-

h of stood in this country, or sa badly liandbed, as ta make

ears caricatures almost of sameoaf the more expensive works

sual upon whiei we have seen it used., If we liad nover made

was fine books, if wo knew nathing about book illustrations,

these fanîts miglit ho condoned; but in view of a past o!

ch we may ho justly proud, it must candidly be said
it the illustrated'books of 1889 sink beneatli cniticism.

hether their badness lessoned the demand, or whother

By became bad because the demand had ceased, is one of

prohlems of our publishing trade."

A LADY who recently met Oscar Wilde in London,

cribes him in the follawing manner :-"I had been

:ecting-what liad I not been expecting 1 A valiant

,re in black velvet knee breeches and silk stockings,

iha sun-flower in bis hutton-hole? 1 I aw a tall, broad

ouldered young man ini a gray tweed suit, with nothing

,his button-hole at al!. Alas! for the vanity of human

ihes! But it was Oscar, af ter ail, in the flesh, and in a

.wing-room in Chelsea ; there could be no mistake

3ont it 1 confess, in spite of the tweed suit, he had an

ýraction for me, and he certainly lias a wonderf ni amale.

is 1 listened to his musical, low-toned voice, 1. thought

iat possibly, had 1 been a few yoars yonngen, I miglit

avo fallen a victimi to him, and ranked among the 1'twonty

)vosick maidens.'"

AT the Canadian Institute dnring Mardi the following

ipers, will be read :-Satnrday, let, IlSome Points in

li Natuiral Ilistory of Drinking Waters," by P. H. Bryce,

[.D ; Monday, 3rd, Meeting of Council at 16.30 o'cbock;

;turday, SthliIl"Canadian Fannal Lists," hy Ernest E.

hompson ; Saturday, l5th, Sale of last year's periodi-

alIs, T B. Browning, M.A. II"The Formation of Toronto

[siand," by L. J. Clark ; Saturday, 22-nd, IlDefective

Vision un the Public Schools," by G. S. Ryorson, M.D.;

aturday, '29th, IlOssianic Poetry," by David Spenco;

bhursday, l3th, I"Arsenic and Sulphur as Metallungical

Agents in the Treatmcnt of Canadian Auriferou4 and

Argentiferous Ores," hy R. Dewar ; Thunsday, 27th,

INotes on the Geology of the Jail Hill Cnt at the Don,"

by David Boyle ; Tuesday, Ilth, "The Study of Gaelic,"

at Mn. David Spence's, 7 St. Patrick street ; Tuesday,

25th, IlGerman Words in Englis bhy A. F. Chamberlain

M.A. Meetings commence at 20 o'clock.

IEADINGS FROM CURRENT LITPIIL4TUBE

"A MODERN IIERO."y

Tuas more one studies Henry M. Stanley ai-d his ex.

plorations, the more heroic does the mani soem. Hie bas

candncted four distinct expeditions into and across Africa,

encountering perils and overcoming obstacles tbat would

have vanqîîished any but the most resourceful and deter-

mined genius. Tbe first was when hoe fourId the mission-

ary Livingstone on the shores of Lake Tanganyika, setting

ont from Zanzibar and the eastern cost. The second,

with a stant fnom the samne quarter, comprised a thorougli

exploration of the above named body of water, Victoria

Nyanza, and a journey down the Congo to the ocean.

The third was bis fonnding of the Congyo Free State,

Stanley's panty entering the regian by sailing up the great

river of the same name, which empties into tie Atlantic

Ocean. Finally was bis recent dash acrosa tbe continent

f rom west to east, with the rescue of Emin Pasha, 'governon

of the equatarial Soudanese province, as the principal

ohject. AUl of the narratives of these four eniterpnises

read like romances, so mnch unique adventure, narroW

escapes and sensational situations do tliey reveal. Has

the age of heroism passodl' Rather, lias it not begun to

dawn I-a heroisi whicli seeka not to destroy, but to build

Up; not to turi' vast areas into wreck, but to rescue tliem

fraui barbaisi, and lot in the light of Christianity and

civilization I If there is a modern hbo, it is the explorer,

Henry M. Stanley.-Troy Times..

FRENcn colonization and developinent companies are

making encouraging progress in creating new; oasis in the

Algerian pert of the Dosent of Sahara. One company

have snnk nino artesian wells,- reaching water-bearing

strata. at a depth of 230 foot,, giving a steady flow of about

five thousand gallons per minute. The water is brackish,

and unfit for drinking, but it answers very well for irriga-

tion. This company have about flfty tliousand pali-trees

under cultivatian, the date-palm being the principal variety.

Henna and madden are also, cultivated profltahly, and

exporiments are un prognoss with cotton, flax, tohacco,

grapo-vines, whmiat, and barley. Rye-grass and lucenne

grow abnndantly, the latter especially flonnishing un the

palm-tree plantations. This company hegan operations in

1882, and they now have upward8 of nine hundred acres

of poutv land nreclaimed from the dosent, watered

hy twetfve miles of innigating canaIs. These are very

interesting experiments, and it is to ho boped tboy wiîl be

commoncially snccessfnî, if not extromoly profitable.

BRITisH AMERicA AssuRANCE COMI'ANY.-This old

and neliable Company held its Fifty-Sixth Annual Meet-

ing an the 19th instant, wliex the directors wene able

to present to the siareholders a good acconnt of tlieir

stewardship. The net profits for the year amaunted ta the

1handsame sum of $98,028.19 ; and the statement snb-

mitted sliewed a balance of assets aven liahilities amonnting

ta $589,311.01. The oxpense ratio is 31 3-10 per cent.;

said ta ho the lawest, of any stack company doing a similar

business un Canada. On the wliole it will be seon,

fnam, a glance at the repart puhlished un anothen columi',

1that the British Amenica shows no signa of decrepitude,

1natwitlistanding its business career of more tian haîf a

Icentury ; and tiat under the energetic management of

Gavernar Monison, and the directans assaciated with bum
it bide fair for a continnausly profitable future.


