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of near one hundred and three million dollars. TIhe receipts frein customs

were the Iargest ever received from. this source, except in the year 1882,

when they amounted to two hundred and twenty million and a baif, while

last year they were only three million less. This enormous revenue fromi

imports in face of a high tariff certainly goes to support the opinion that

Commercial Union would not operate an exclusion of British trade.

Whiie indeed such an immense volume of food stuifs from. this continent

finds a market in Great Britain, a return trade must flow over the tariff

barrier, however high that be raised. Meanwbiie, the collection of customs

duties to near double the amount required ought before long to force the

subject of tariff revision on our neighbours. The most iikely method of

reducing the surplus wouid appear to be a proportionate reduction in

customs and internai revenue taxes, which would take about a third off the

amount of the present duties, a reduction that might bring Commercial

Union measurabiy nearer. ___

OUa neiglibours have set us a worthy example in tbrowing off party

fetters to no inconsiderabie extent of late years ; and the tone of popular

comment on the present hostile attitude of the Grand Army of the Republic

to President Cleveland shows distinctly the temper of the people toward the

Party "lmachine "-at least the party machine in masquerade. The annual

Encampment of the Grand Army of the Republic, an organisation which.

includes every maie citizen wbo biew se much as a tin horn in the service

of the Union, is an affair of national interest. This September it is to take

place, with special significance, in the southern city of St. Louis, in token

to the world that the issues of the rebeilion are no more things of the past

than its animosities. In iFebruary iast the Grand Army sent a courteous

invitation to the President to honour the Encampment by bis presence, and

receive such honour as tbe Chief Executive of the nation might at the

bands of the men who bad saved it. In the meantime, however, Mr.

Cie veland did two things that excited the wrath of the Grand Army of the

Republic. H1e vetoed the Pension Bill of ýthe session, and hie proposed

the return of tbe Confederate flags, taken in the recent struggie between

North and South. His straiglit veto was received with appiause by every-

body not immediately interested in it, for the National Treasury has been

for years so systematically rifled upon one pretence or another to catch the

"old soldier " vote that the word Il veteran " is beginning to have a distinct

suggestion of bombast and boodie about it. With regard to the flags, the

President's motives cannot be impugned, although bis common sense May.

The South is too solidly Democratic as it is to require propitiation, and if

the negro vote couid be affected by any sentimental consideration, it wouid

be of course, in the opposite direction. The flags, bowever, were fairiy

taken fromn the enemies of the Union by its defenders, and to return themi

is simply to stir up not unnatural feelings of protest in the breasts of those

of whose victory they are the piedges, without making the fact that the

men wbo carried them were beaten any more palatabie. To send themn back

is, moreover, to recognise a hi-partite Union, otherwise there is Ilnothing

and nobody " to return themn to. 11The South " is supposed to have only a

geographical existence in the presenit state of peace and harmony that the

citizens of the Republic fondly believe exists there. While the South cou-

tended witb the North, it was the enemy of the United States. In ceasing

to be the enemy of the United States, it ceased te be at ail in auy sense O

separation fromn theni.

BECAUSE of these two Presidential acts, especialiy, it is more thanl

hinted, because of the first, the attitude of the Grand Army toward

Mr. Cleveland bas become decidedly hostile. Windy oraters of the TuttiO

and Fairchild type have induiged in the most offensive criticismi Of big

conduct ; wbole detachments of Ilveterans ' have signilied their intentionl

oi staying at home if bie is present at the Encampment, and he bas beeD,

threatened with insuit and violence should be attend. Thus far the Grand

Army bas not officially repudiated these manifestations, and as it has hsd

pieuty of time, the President and the nation are justified in accepting then0

as indicating the prevailiug sentiment of that body. Acting upon thiO

belief, Mr. Cleveland bas sent a mauly and dignified letter of ref esal to th"

Mayor of St. Louis and the Grand Army of the Repuhic's representativ'

And now everybody except the rabid Repubiicau element is in a fermellte

of indignant enquiry as to whether the dignity of the Chief ExecutiV6' e

office is to be wautoniy degraded by an organisation, assuming toli

national and representative, that is sore-headed because itm extortionate

ciaims are at last defied.

FULLER information about the recent bye-electiens in England goes to

show that the Unionist reverses were due mainiy to, want of organisationl'

That is, while the Giadatonite candidates represented a united party, thoîf

opponeuts represented two parties-the Conservatives and the Libers1 '
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