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these are extremely pleasant when you meet people at the clique whoma you to the humble washerwomafl witb hers, so the poor crying littie bundie is

like; but it often happens that as these teas are rather hap-hazard gatherings, notbing more than a new subject for trying experimefits upon; if it be a good

you find yourself in close proximity to, some inveterate taîker of Ilsmall talk," tough specinlen it manages to strugglc tbrough it ahl, if as is too often the reverse

or if you escape this one, you are obliged to converse with soi-le blue-stocking the many exierirnenis put an end to what, if judicious management were

or doctrinaire. Sometimes you may have to hand a little Sèvres tea-cup con- known, wvould in iiine cases out of ten save. But how is this judicious mariage-

taining a thimbleful of tea, and'reposing on a saucer the size of a fifty-cent ment to be known until taught by expérience, naturally rises irn thought at the

piece, and you are jr' a quandary as to how you are to hand it, and I leave you suggestion. For answer, by the appalling want of it making itself felt through

there. To speak of the cliques in which precludes the members of our French cvery househiold. Lot the wise mothers who have had the experienice do by

families from entering into English society-tbis is flot as it should be, and the future mothers, as nearly ail women are in the future wives, wvbo in making

there can be no doubt that the grace of French manners wvould have a bene- creature comforts a study of necessity are flot leaving these to be learned

ficial effcct. It is truc that there is a certain polish-no, that does not express by experiments on the husband iinparing bis healtb, and trying bis temper,

my nieaning-but a certain tolitese in French society which is lacking in whilst the despairing tortured wifc is sbortening ber days jr' bier frantie efforts

English society in Montreal, and this can be said without being criticised as an to make a simple meal palatable as well as digestible. Another difficulty

attack, as it is cbaracteristic of the French-of course, I refer to, the educatcd prescrnts itself to the inquirer-in the cooking schools lookers-on sec ex-

French. But there are a few members of French families who have essaycd to, periments turned into facts, a bill of farc not only constructcd, but cooked

enter English society and have flot succeeded-all these cannot be rejected for whilst looking on, and mothers cannot bring their subjects to such a test, so

reasons, but many must be sole)y on account of their being French. This how are the young to gain their expérience, and for ans3wcr only by not

prejudice pcrbaps exists because people think that they are in' some peculiar shunning the question, for it bas a deeper bolier, significance than many give

way turn-coats for preferring Englisb society to French, and 1 bave been told themselves time to think about.

that an opinion exists that the French bere are inclined to bc parsimoni' ous. There must be some mothers whose bar'ds are oftcn times at heisure who

But this I can bardly hohd to be the case, as in London many Fren'ch and in every place could gather the young for wisc counsel, tbus saving many a*

other Europeans move in the best circles, and neariy all members of society feeble life, sparing how many heartaches. The young life dlaimrs ahl a mother

spcak Frencb-tbough the Englishman is usually beld to be one of the worst bas to give, but wvber' fromn indifférence, or because of the trouble or the

conversatioflalists in the world, and to give the most barbarous accent to, any necessity of putting aside former recreations and indulgences, what ought

foreign tongue. 
Sai5ho. neyer to, be witbbeld, is flot given, so wbilst tbe chance of other food is

persisted in, combined witb experimefits for real or too often imaginary

MOTHERS' DUTIES. ailments, mothers must weep for the loss of these little ones. Do not

these tiny graves ask wby the mouldcring forms within pcrisbed before

Wbat an age of reform this is ! Not a week passes but wvc bear of .soine- the allotted space of time for man was mun? Is flot disease too often

thing new-somnetbiflg done for the benefiting of mankind generally. Abuses brougbt on thog intcrfering witb naturels laws, not sent by nature's God,

of influence or position are held up to view, througb the medium of an en- and lives cscaping the perils of infancy arc too often sapped of their vigour

lightened press, and the people made to see or bear bow these are to be met and robust bealtb made weakly and délicate tbrougb these mistaken experiments

and overtbrown. As a mule the race seems to, bave awakened to the need of of gctting knowledge. Could we trace the causes of one year's deatb-rate how

evemy individual enlisting in this army of reform, though one has sadly to few would bave had the summons to, appear ait His bar of judgment. Impru-

confess the loud cry with flot a few is flot froni any intention to overcome any dence, neglect, recklcssness, appetite, sin, would have to answer for tbe cutting

habit or appetite to wbich tbey may be wedded; the marriage state in this short of lives given to grow in the knowledge of what the Saviour died to

particular is too stringent to admit of any divorce, but what man allows in' self secure; the judgment cannot but be severe when one of these ha's to appear

does flot prevent him denouncing in' another, so the cry runs along ail ranks, before bis or bier RansomT, and seeing, know wby the sad repmoachful eyes bring

and there is a co-mingling of feelings that neyer bas mankind been blessed wit with agonising remembrafice the oft-beard entreaty on eartb, IlYe wihl flot

so m uch of good to help on a struggling hum anity. T broug b the m any grades __________M e_______________

of eformn some as yet bave scarcehy been touched. If there is felt and

acknowledged to be a need for one, especially one for the presefit generatiofi NEW READINGS 0F OLD PARABLES.

to know more about the construction of the digestive organs and the abuses

these parts of our frame are continualiy undergoing tbrough a lack of know- BX' THE REv. CHARLES ANDERSON, M.A.

lcdge in the cooking depamtinent, and of the requirements needed in this at theTH I O TAENS

hanids of the female portion, so facilities are springing up with wondrous aptï - T-EGF FTLNS

tiide to meet these emergencies; and instead, of a stupid srnattering of Latin The story of the talents, in its siniplest interprtationi, is s0 seif-evident

t)bat has neyer got beyond a tbom.ugh understanding of its dryness, wîth a fcw that further expoe-it ion would sem ncedless. But there is another reading, flot

more hike studies equally as weil u nderstood, there cornes a knowvIcdge that less truc, and very ncedful at the prescrnt time, wbicb wiil demand setting forth

cooking is no longer to be a despised occupation, but one tbat is to supersede in detail. It, is this that ive shall now attempt.

proficiency in Berlin-wool work, and to be a rival to acconiplisbments of every Trhe story is plainly constmucted on a broad scale, and hence it suggests a

sort; for tbe. future busband is being trained to, keep an eye upon the culinary broad interprétation. The lord of bis servants "travels into a/ar country ;

abilities of the future wife, and ever s0 brilliant a fantasia in the drawing-room hie does not retumfi until Il fter a long time" the "talent Il is a large sum.

will fail to make mucb amends for any shortcomings in the kitchen require- There is strict justice in the dcaling. "To every man is given according

ments, and sensible girls are going to make sure tbey are equally proficient to bis sevemal ability "-Il five talents,""I two talents," Ilone talent."

in both. But has the greatest of ahi needs had the attention it rcqimces,-tbe The lord, in due time, " reckonetb with bis servants." Two out of the

need of a knowledge of the requirements pertaining to motberboodi The ittie tbree bad acted bohdly and wisely with their trust-"' tbey went and traded

mounds in our cliurcbyards answer sadiy, and on many a beadstone could be witb the saine." To each of these bis lord said, IlWell donc, good and faith-

inscribed IlMother sent," not cahled of God, and loving bcarts will go on 'ful servant; enter thon into the joy of tby lord."

aching, loving hands lie folded in the empty lap ; homes bight with the The third " was afraid ; so bie went and bid bis talent ir' the carth." For

presence of these dear cries darkeried, saddened from their loss too often bim tbe jndgmeflt is "lCast ye the unprofttable servant into outer darkness."1

through these frail lives being in the keeping of incompetenit mothers, and bow These arc the main features of the story, and it is with these that we

eau it be otherwise ?prps 
o cne uslv.

How many of the sby, blusbing brides who walk s0 proudly up to the The record of the world is that of men, eack in bis own day endowed

aitar with a sure ccrtainty of the fitting and cost of their costly or simpler witb talents -with Ilgifts diffcring," according to the era and according to, the

robes, every detail of wbicb bas been under inspection, fashior'-books overturned man. 0f these talents the man and the age bave to render an account. If

to get aIl the information needed to make the copying of this perfect and com- this account be bad, then there is a ourse 'and the Ilouter darkness."l

pletc-no mistakes on Mhis point-and yet what do such brides know as they To illustrate this. Looking to the ancients, we see mankind wvîth gmfts

tuzn from the altar of the duties and requirements devolving upon tbem. is widely differing. There is the the pastoral age, tbe beroic age, the aestbetical

it a want of delicacy to ask such? . Let the littie graves answem the question. age, the 'Moral age. There is a Greek life of 'beauty and philosophy ; and a

These brides in becoming mothers enter upon duties that tax their physical Hebmew hife of moral struggle-a reaching after, a bungeming and thirsting

strength too much to make tbem apt scholars in the scbool of infantile nccds, after, Ilthe Etemnal who judgeth rigbteousiy." To these peoples and nations

so the new prcostreasure lisin the trembling .loving arms of one wbo this Etemnal gave gifts, and Ilthey went and traded wîth the same; I as is

knows nothing beyond its being "lbaby." The crics of a nursery need no witnessed by the Hebrew and Eastern sacred books. The names of the grea t

unfolding-uuihappy distracted young fathers shun it, or worry over the safcty of and wise and boly of those days are housebold words.

its occupant according to, their tempéramuent, whiist the poor'feeble ignorant Looking to the middle ages, we find men and nations Ilafraid," "burying

young' mother helplessly asks and takes the advice of e'very one wbo cornes' their talents in the earth" afraid to use the new talent given tbem; afraid of

to sec the new citizen or citizeness fromn the nurse with ber array of recipes, science, of history, of free thougbt; afraid of the "bard man," as they. called


