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gking oiit o hard ‘existence on a miserable
t@ittance of $400 a year, could pay the five
-a six dollars which would be levied under
‘@is clause. The speaker, in conclusion,
" gxhorted them by their vote that night to
-dhow their unqualified disapproval of such
@& schome. (Applause.) .
Mr, Levesley seconded the motion, which
" was carried unanimously and with loud ap-
glauso.

‘ Mr. D. J. O'Donughue, of Ottawa, then,
" fa a few appropriate remarks moved the
y following resolution : :

Resolved that this mecting views with ap-
groval the iudependent conrse pursued by the
workingmen’s own organ in this country, the

.(nrario WorEMAN, aud would recommend
¢he true friends of labor in the Dominion to
fntorest themselves in axtending its circulation,

. @0 that it may become more fully the source

- by which the labor of this country from east
&0 west may be kept informeid of the prugress
of their cause ; and this meeting plodges itself
@0 patronize these business men who uso its
eblumns as an advertising medium,

Mr. McCormick of Toronto, seconded
ghe resolution, which was unanimously car-
«led. : .

It was then resolved that copies of the
wesolutions should bo sent to the Ontario
‘Government, and the proceedings termin-
ated with votes of thanks being passed to

. &e City Council for the use of the hall, and
%o the Chairman for tho able manner in
which ho had conducted the business of the
moeting.

At the conclusion of the meeting, a num-
Bir of gentlemen joined in honoring the
Qelegates from Ottawa and Hamilton, by
a complimentary supper, provided by Mr,
Raffignon. We regret we cannot give a
Lengthened report of the proceedings. For
€hree or four hours, however, there was an
dninterrupted flow of congeniality, toast,
mong, and speech following in rapid sneces-
don. The company separated after each
Baving expressed the pleasure afforded
them by the occasion.
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" WILLIAMS, SLEETH & MacMILLAN.

ﬁaa’es Assembly Hall.

Meetings are held in the following order :—

Machinists and Blacksmiths, every Monday.
" Wainters, 1st and 3rd Monday.

Coachmakers, 2nd and 4th Monday.
Cilspins, (159), 1st and 3rd Tuesday.
K.0.8.C. Lodge 356, 2nd and 4th Tuesday.
Tinsmiths, 2nd and 4th Tuesday.
Cligar Makers, 2nd and 4th Wednesday.
Eron Moulders, every Thursday.

" Plasterers, Ist and 3rd Thursday.
¥Trades’ Assembly, 1st and 3rd Friday.

~, Rricklayers, st and 3rd Friday.
Cidopers, 2ud and 4th Friday.

" . Wiinters, 1st Saturday.

.- Makers, every 2nd Saturday.
| mE—
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* _PARTICIPATION IN PROFITS.

The Hon. Mr. Crooks has been singu-
Yxly fortunate in introducing to the
House, during the present session, meas-
-wrps with titles which were high-sound
.#mg and particularly attractive to the
operative classes, but, the practical in-
4out of which, when stripped of their
verbiage, instead of being, as' might be
expected, measures that would tend to
‘operate o the advantage of the mechanic
aad labo.rer-—-a,re 50 far as they are con-
‘sexned, nothing but.a dclusion and a
snare. Of such @ -nature, a8 we hive
roady pointed- out, is the Mechanics’
ien' Law, whi¢h iy’ siuply no mechan-’
¢ Aien law at 'all; of such_ a nature is

disputos botwcen masters and workmen;
and of such n nature, too, is tho bill to
provide for the participation of profits,
The bill is of two clauses, and the first
and leading clause is to this effect :

*‘It shall be lawful in any trade, calling,
business, or employment, for an agreement to
be euntored intn between the workmaw, servant,
or other porson employed. and the master or
employer, by which agreement a defined share
in the aunual or other net protits or procceds
of the trade or business carried on by such
mastor or employer, may bg allotted aud paid
to such workmau, servant, or person emplo)y ed,
in lieu of or in addition to his salary, wages, or
other rentuneration, and such agreomout shall
not create any relation in the nature of part-
nership, or any rights or liabilisies of co-par-
ners, any rule of Iaw to the contrary notwith-
standing : and any person in whose favor such
agreement is made, shall have no right to ex-
amine into tho accounts, or interfere in any
way in the management or concerns of the
trade, calling, or business in which hc ma -’ be
employed u«der the said agreement or o aor-
wise, and any periodical or other statemcat or
return by the employer, of  the net profits or
proceeds of the said trade, calling, business or
employment, on which he declares and appro-
priates the share of profits payabie under the
saia sgreomeut, shall be final and conclusive
between the parties thereto and all persons
claming under them respectively, and shall
not b? impeachable upon any ground what-
cver.’

We believe the principle of a partiei-
pation of profits is correct, and one that
isin general favor among the intslligent
operatives of all kinds, because under
snch a system the interest of the em-
ployvce bocomes more closely allied
with that of the employer, than can
possibly be done under tho present
wages system. In fact, such an agroe-
ment, by which the employee becomes
to a certain limited extent the partner
of the employer is a cobsiderable step
towards the principle of co-operation ;
and, all things being equal, would un-
doubtedly tend to introduce more fully
pot only the elements of skill and at-
tention, but also the element of zeal,
into the general routine of occupation.
But this will never be accomplished by
the provisions of the bill, because, on
the face of it, it gives an uoduc advan-
tage to the employer over the employee
under an agreement of the kind men-
tioned. An agrecement is to be entered
into between an employer and his em-
ployee, whereby the latter is to receive
a certain per-centage of the profits ac-

"eruing from the business; but the mere
“word of the employer is to be taken as
,to what those profits might be; and

that statement could not be deposited
.in a court of law, or anywhere else, and
{the employee eould havo no right to

examine into the accounts or intcrtere
in any way in the management or con-
cerns of the trade. This 18 the most

have heard of, and pluces the workman
more fully at the mercy of the employ-
¢r, because many a one, under the delu-
sive promise of a participation in profits,
might be induced to accept lower wages.

THE BALLOT.

Last week in the Assembly, the Bal-
lot Bill was brought forward for its
sccond reading. - The debate that en-
aned was somewhat lengthy, a large
number of the- members taking part in
the discussion. Some exceptions, were,
of course, taken to tho principle of the
system; but the general impression
appeared to be strongly in its favor.
Mr. McDonald’s amendment for a six
months’ hoist was defeated by a divi-
sion of the House with the following
result i —

YEAS.—Messrs. Boulter, Boultbee, Camer-
on, Code, Deacon, Fitzsimmons, Hamilten,
Macdonald, Meredith, Merrick, Monk, Mon-
teith, Rykert, Tooley.—~14.

Nays,—Messrs. Ardagh, Barber, Bethune,
Caldwell, Christie, Clarke (Norfolk), Clarke
(Wellington), Clemens, Cook, Craig (Glen-
garry), Craig (Russell), Crosby, Deroche,
Favewell, Finlayson, Fraser, Gibbons, Gibson,
Gow, Gringp, Guest, Huucy, Lauder, McKel-
lar, McKim, MecCleod, McManus, McRae,
Mowat, Oliver, Pardee, Patterson, Paxton,
Prince, Read, Robinson, Scott (Ottawa), Sex-
ton, Sinclair, Smith, Sactsinger, Springer,
Striker, Watterworth, Webb, Wells, Williams
(Durham), Williams .
Wood (Brant), Wood (Victuria).—50.

- But thoso who have been in cxpecta-
tion of the passage of the bill this scs-
sion will be doomed to disappointment;
for after the motion for its sccond read-
ing had been carried by the. same vote,
Mr. Clarke. cooly . informed the Houso
that his objeet in introducing -the bill
had been attained, and it was not there-

e b et

sha bill to. facilitate the adjustment of|

wifh it.this session. Thus after the

Toater \

extraordinary piece of legislation we!

{shamiiton}’  Wilson, '

fore his"'tin't;.éhtiqn to préceed further

' time of the House had beon consumed
in the digcussion of the bill, and the
principle of the moasuro 5o unmistake-
ably approved, for some reason the time
for its adoption was considored incon-
| venient, and so it has been withdrawn.
This is legislation with a vengeance!

THE LIEN LAW.

“The enactment of auch a bill, of which the
above are the leading features, cannot but prove
a great security and boon to the working classes,
ond will provide them with the means of pro-
tection from incapable or fraudulent contract-
ors, & clads from whom they have in the past
been wholly unprotected, and who have .re-
, quently entailed much loss and injustice upon
i their employees  As we have been the ouly
- advocate in the press for the passage of auch a
“law, we fecl pleased to sce that the Govern-
'ment of Ontario have seen fit, without any
unusual outside pressure, to afford to our me-
chanics and workingmen, that protection to
which they are justly entitled.”

We clip the foregoing oxtract from an
- article in the Ottawa Free Press of the
6th instant, f.r the purpose of pointing
out a few of the errors contained in it.
In the first place, tho general intention
of Mr. Crooks’ bill is not “ most com-
prehénsive, and does mot provide ¢ am-
ple security for the payment of work
done’’ by the mechanic, and the enact-
ment will prove anything but & great
security and buon to the working classes,
In proof of this, our columns have given
strong oxpressions of dissent from the
working classes themselves on the sub-
jeet.  Their opivion is very much to
the contrary, and perhaps the editor of
the Free Press will kindly enlighten
them in the matter. So far, also, as the
LFrec Press being the only advocate in
the press for the passage of such a law,
the subject was fully ventilated through
the columns of the WorkMAN long be-
fore the Free Press expressed its opinion
in favor of 2 Mechanics’ Lien Law.

TORONTO MECHANICS” INSTI-
TUTE.

Among tho many institutions in To-
ronto worthy of more than a parsing uno-
tice is the Mechanics’ Institute. Es-
tablished 43 years ago, it has, in that
time, in a quiet unobtrusive way, boen
the means of doing much good, supply-
ing roading matter and night school
education to all who choose to avail
themselves of ils benefits at a really
pominpal cost. Qur attention has been
i more particularly drawn to it at the

| present ® from the fact that the

i Directors ha--

. t1 0 most brilliant

.. rs who have
i ever visited Toronto. To most of our
i 0ld Country readers the name of Pro-
fessor Pepper is familiar as a household
word, recalling as it does, the London
Polytechnie, with its varied and in-
structive entertainments. Tho Profes-
sor has only been engaged for three
nights; but we trust his success will be
such as to warrant a further engagement
later in the scason. Succeeding Profes-
sor Pepper, we bave Edmund Yates, the
distioguished novelist, upon whom, it
is stated by a leading English paper,
the mantle of Dickens has fallen. The
subjects of his two lectures are of special
interest to lovers of literature, and those
interested in British politicians, The
last on the list is the world-rcnowned |
divine, Rev. Henry Ward Beecher, who
is engaged for one night only. We
need say nothing of him or the subject
of his lecture to insure a crowded
house ; indeed, the difficulty, we appre-
hend, will be in obtaining a place suffi-
ciently large to give all an opportunity
of hearing him. ,

We trust all theso talented gontlemen
will meet with a hearty reception, not
merely because of the reputation they
bear, but that the Directors of the In-
etitute may feel encouraged to enlarge
their course another season.

We cordially reccommend the Mechan-
ics’ Tnstitute to the ennsgideration of our
readers. |, The buenetits to be derived

1 from its Reading-room, Library, ete.,

are well known; and when one remem-
bers that these can be obtained for the
paliry sam of Se. per week, it is diffi-
cult to understand the apathy displayed
by the working cldasses in -onrolling
themselves among 'its members.” -Ono
featiire in its Comstitution is cspeciaily.
worthy of note, providing, as it docs,
that «t least one half of the Directors
should: ba- mechanies, or, those engaged

ved the services of

in a manufacturing art. By this wise
provisiou a fair share of its. management
devolves upon the class it is more par-
ticularly intonded to benefit. If thoy
fuil to take an interest in the Institu.
tion and avail themselves of this clause
it is & matter for great regret.

COMPETITION.

By what authority does any man, or
body of men, undertake to dictate upon
what terms I shall work for anothor?”
This is a question often askod by work-
ingmen who desire to avoid theo
obligations and responsibilites adopted
by Trades Unions. Tho same question
might be asked by any dishouest man
who desived to evade the legal vestric-
tions und woral rosponsibilitios of the
community in which he lived, or of
socicty at large. Who would be so insane
as to question the right of the PEOPLE,
or of any portion of this grcat Repub-
lic, to peaceably assemble, form them-
selves into nssociations,.and make laws
and regulations to improve their social,
moral and intellectual condition. Letus
ask who objeets tomen possessing nomi-
nal, not to say, real capital, organizing
banking and insuranco companics, and
making laws, not to govern themsolves
only, but those also who deposit their
moneys with the former, and buy.policics
from the latter. Under our present sys-
tem of finance and civilization, which we
have mainly borrowed from Europe, itis
right and proper for such things to be
done, and the legislation of our country
grants them special privileges. . But
whea the labor of the country, the work-
ing, or laboring population attempt to
do the same thing, it is cried down as o
speeies of agrarianism, and those who
participate in tlic movemont are denounc
cd as demagogues; and that, too, not
only by those in power, but by the very
men whose interests are advanced by the
means they denounce.

But to our question, Wo contend
that, as society at large has a right to
make laws for the proservation of the
whole, so also, has every commuaity
that composes society, a right to muke
laws for the protection and preservation

perty of the luborer, and i§ i3 the right

ty as he pleuses, so long as he does not
dispose of it to the injury of others, or
'to the detriment of the community in
which he lives. Well, if this bo his
“privilege individually, what is to pro-
hibit him from exercising tho same
collectively 2 Ifone hundred men have
property in the shape of labor to dispose
of, and they assemble together to agree
to coertain conditions upon which they
will dispose of that property, who will
deny them that right? We hold it to be
an incontrovertible fact, that the labor-
er being the orginal proprietor of his
labor, has a right to fix the prico at
which he will sell or exchange his labor,
and nccording to the laws of nature, and
a well regulated condition of society,

to proseribe upon what conditions others
shall participato in thesame department
of labor.
" “But,” say our opponents, “labor is
not bought and sold like other property,
it is only hired.” Just so, a certain
portion of labor is exchanged for a stipu-
lated price, because it cannot be sold.
But is it bocause it is labor, that the
possessers of it are to be deprived of the
right to regulate and fix its marketable
valuo?

»

Tt is cluimed that supply and demand
regulato the price of lubut; =0 itshuuia
of merchandise, flour, coal, rents,&e,, but
it is very evident it docs not. Do not
our merchants’ exchanges, our corn sad

supply and demand? We could poirnt
to hundreds of instances whero wo have

{\'itlxilohl from the market for the pur-

.

The majority of laborers in any one of |
our industrial departments, have aright

known merchandise . and . produce to be.

pose of affecting the price in'the muar-

ket. And what keops up our auction
houses, if it iy wot the proceeds from
sales made in violation ot the so much
talked of laws of “supply and demand,

If tholnboror stood upon the same
fooling as the capitalists, in rogard to
his property there might not bo so much
clamor about the relutions of labor to
capital. Let us suppose a merchant
purchases twenty cases of goods, and
during the soason he disposes of only
fifteen out of the twenty—he makes a
fair per-centage upon the investment.
The remaining five cases he cither re-
scrves for the next season, or, if they
are perishablo, he sonds them to the
auction house and whatever they bring
is not profit. But how is it with the
laborer.  His capital is his labor, and
his labor his eapital. Now the eapital
of the luborer is not a commodity liko
that of the merchant or manufacturer,
and unlike their’s eannot be invested or
sold at auction. The lubor of the labor-
er, or as we shall term it in the future,
the “laboror's capitil,” when once ex-
pended is consumed forever; le ean
never regain it, for it is part of his
nature & part of his physical power,
which he gives out for a stipniated price
~—a prico which a narrow-minded sclfish-
ness donios him the right to regulate,
Ilowever this ignoring of the luborer's
right, by a class, does not deprive him
of that right—it is still assacred and in-
violate as if it never bad been denied,
And it is this same class who deny the
laborer full rigats and privileges that
prateso much about “supply and demand
and competitiov; and would like to
kecp the latter doctrine alive among
working people to impoverish them, as
we shall show hercafter.

This doctrine df competition is one
upon which cortain econmists have be-
stowed a vast amount of labor, and have
produccd volumnues in its favor; but it
is onc io our humble opinion, which is
more cbimercal than real, in its applica-
tion to wages labor. We can very well
understand how, and why competition
should exist in the commercial and
manufacturing world, whero men are

. epeculating in millions of money, and
! bartering with millions worth of goods.
of its special interests, so long as those | Because they are then speculating on
laws nnd regulations do wot conflict with | marginal profits, and can afford to rise
the interests of socicty in general. Im | and full, according to the exigoneics of
all civilized nations the right of property | the sale.
is recognized, and laws are enucted - for | laborer’s wazes we fail to sec cither the
its proteetion. Now, labor is the pro- | necessity for or utility of it. In the
: lubor world, the wages of the laborer are
of the luborer to dispose of that proper- i fixed, and rarely if cver afford him a

Buat when it comes to the

decont living, much less a compctence,
The condition of the laboring masses has
always been ono of poverty, compared
with that of these who live off the pro.
ductsof thelaborer. In this position wo
aro sustained by the writings, or con-
victioms of eminent writers on political
cconomy*¢ one of whom—and onc of the
ablest among them says: *‘The haggard-
ness of poverty is every where seon con-
trasted with the sleckness of wealth; the
extorted labor of somo compensating for
the idleness of others wretched hovels by
the side of stately colonades, the rags of
indigence blended with the ensigns of op-
nlence; in'a'word the most useless pro-
fugion, in the midst of the most urgent
wants.” When those scientists who first
gave the world the true science of Politi-
cal Economy bear such testimony as to
the condition and fate of the wagos
population, cun it be supposed for a mo-
ment that they cver intended the law of
: competition to apply to the wageslaberer.
‘ The only -ffect competition can have
: among the wages population is, to reduce
 the price of that labor, thercby tending
i to pauperization, and its concomitant

crime—a result that all time Economists,
Statesmen and Philanthropists would
deeply deplore.— Workingmai's Advocate

MASS MEETING. ’

A mass mecting will be held on Fui-
‘day night in the St. Lawrence Ilall,
when the Cordwood Question will be
fully ventilated. We trust our roaders
will. turn .out en masse, bocause tho

Aflour exchanges, and our stock exohﬂ'.-::OS‘ question is one_of the greatest import-
rogulate and manipulate the price of?
things, regardless of the natural effect of

ance to them, That a ring is in exist-
ence appears boyond contradiction, and
no efforts must be spartd to brealk it up.

The. Provincial. Lodge, Knighis of 8t.
Crispin are_in session in this city during
this week, being a sceret organization: "Its
deliberations * are ‘cutried on with closed

'
;- doora.
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