
266 THE THOrJGHTFUL AND THE TROUGHTLESS.

and foot of the nation; but if the Bible be honestly and
humbly received as the standard by which to, judge, of
riglit and wrong, rnankind wo-ald ever abid e in brother.ly
love and harmoniouis union. -The elenient of discord is
not in God's work, but in the mind of man; and man be-
cornes truly wise and capable of concord only so far as,
forgetting the devices of his own understanding, lie be-
cornes a recipient of the. truth that descends to, him from
on higli.

It may be objected that the Bible has been the fruitful
source of contention and war ; and some mùav suppose it
cannot therefore be a standard of union to the world; but
it should bie remembered that, when it lias become a cause
of dissension, it lias been by the perversion of nman, Who
has separated doctrine from ie, - lias put asunder that

wihGod joined. No contention lias ever risen ini the
world regarding religious life, but many and terrible ones
regarding religious doctrine separated frorn life; and it
is perfectly apparent, that, had those who were engaged
in thern, looked to religious life with the samne earnestness
they did toward doctrine, ail these dissensions rnust have
ceased. Christian life is, as it were, a building, of which
faîth is the foulndation-. The foundation is subservient to
the superstructure,-and should: be1. strong and well laid;
but lias no'value excepting as it is the support of a worthy
building. The Lord. is very explicit in ail his teachings
on the subject of life, and it is hardly possible that any
one couid faithfully study his words, and then *exait ab-
stract doctrine. into the place that belongs Of right to
Christianqife.

*Wlioever studies the direct teachings of the Lord, re-
corded by the E-vaingelists, and inakes thern the rules of


