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and foot of the nation ; but if the Bible be honestly and
humbly received as the standard by which to judge of
right and wrong, mankind would ever abide in brotherly
love and harmonious union. - The element of discord is
_ not in God’s work, but in the mind of man ; and man be-
comes truly wise and capable of concord only so far as,
forgetting the devices of his own understanding, he be-
comes a recipient of the truth that descends to him from
on high.

It may be objected that the Bible has been the fruitful
source of contention and war ; and some may suppose it
cannot therefore be a standard of union to the world ; but
it should be remembered that, when it has become a cause
of dissension, it has been by the perversion. of man, who
has separated doctrine from life,— has put asunder that
‘which God joined. No contention has ever risen in the
world regarding religious life, but many and terrible ones
regarding religious doctrine separated from life; and it
is perfectly apparent, that, had those who were engaged
in them, looked to religious life with the same earnestness
they did toward doctrine, all these dissensions must have
ceased. Christian life is, as it were, a building, of which
faith is the foundation. The foundation is subservient to
the superstructure, and should be, strong and well laid;
but has no value excepting as it is the support of a worthy
building. The Lord. is very explicit in all his teachings
on the subject of life, and it is hardly possible that any
-one could faithfully study his words, and then exalt ab- -
stract doctrine  into the place that belongs of right to
ChristianWhife. -

‘Whoever studies the direct teachings of the Lord, re-
corded by the Evangelists, and makes them. the rules of



