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the conditions will not show that this competition -was one of
draughtsmanship, and yet it -would seem that the quality of
draughtsmanship was a most important feature in the decision.
. The drawings may have “ fully expressed the intentions of their
author,” but so did the others, But what has this to do with
the competition ? 'We always had the opinion that. it was the
conception or the deslgn asa who]e lhm should win ina com-
. petition, and not the draugh or methods of expl
that conception. He gives a high posmon to the plan because
the two portions of the building were distinct in themselves, ex-
cept a portion of sixteen by thirty-two feet. Nearly alltheplans
show the two portions of the building distinct, as a party \vall is

on no definite plan, but instead follow their own capnce, there~ -
can be no satisfactory settlement of this most-vexed, question.
There have been several important competitions in this city

during the past few years, and -it can .be said that not one_of

them has been perfectly satisfactory; while one at Jeast has been
dishonorable, The rightful winner of the competition bas sel-
dom if ever won any of these competitions. So long as this can
be said of competitions, they are moseharmful to the profession.
We purpose to follow out the line which we have taken in . this
number, and state what our opinions are on the conditions and
instructions of all competitions and the decisions of the experts,
to the. best of our ability. Any professional man who is pre- . -

as good a separation belween two buildings as a tower
ing the entrance to a Jane to a dry goods store. His contention as
to obtaining light and safety from fire by the arrangement shown
exhibits his knowledge of the points raised. Many of the other
designs had much better arrangements both as to light and
safety from fire. We have yet to see the building which can be
lighted from a lane 15 feet wide, or which is rendered safe from
five by a space of that width with windows in the opposite walls.
Nearly all the points raised by him as being in favor of the plan
can be found in many of the other designs in a more highly de-
veloped form. He certainly seems to think that an elevation
without a tower is rather a_poor sort of thing. He places all
design's with towers in first position, and those without nowhere.
As towers cost money and are not of practical use, their intro-
duction simply. means the diverting of funds from other portions
of the building, and where the money limut is insufficient to buiid
a thoroughly good building, this should not be.done. In this
competition the money limit was too low, and consequently the
designers who conceived a good design without 2 tower should
receive more consideration than the one who had to fall back
upon a tower to give dignity or excellence 10 his design.

Here are some of the criticisms on the other designs : ¢ Ele-
vation not particularly novel or specially attractive”; “ Draw-
ings very carefully made ”; “ The type-writers have not the full
space asked for, 133 t’eet instead of 150 feet”; “Flat roof
throughout”; “ The elevations of the mdin bulldmg are of a
neat character”; “ Elevations are neat and substantial.” . They
give a very fair idea of the method ot criticism adopted by the
expert. The terms mean nothing, and are of no value what-
ever. Instead, we should have preferred to bave a statement
showing wherein one plan excelled another, or was mferior, and
a carefully worded and studied criticism of the different .cleva-
tions submitted. A design which was very much admired at
the exhibition, and whnch was without doubt one of the best in
the competmon, he d with the that “elevauons
are plam in character.” Well, supposethey are plain in char.
acter, is not a good design all the more valuable because it is
plain in character, more especially when there was little
or no money for elaborations? We should like to know on
what grounds the expert allowed the design * Utility” to remain
ina competition when he threw out so many because they
had not the full number of drawings, when the size of the
rooms were not figured as called for in the instructions. The
expert made a number of very close decisions ‘where they were
not called for, and very loose ones when they should have béeén
close. The guestion of the relative cost of executing the designs
does not appear 10 have been considered by him; for certainly the
one selected is not by any means the cheapest. It cannot be built

pared to the Auties of an expert, .should be prepared to
have his report criticized ; for if he is not, he cannot be consid-
ereda capable and fit person for the position. 1t it also a matter
of great importance to. the profession that the best designs sub-
mitted in a competition should be d, as every building
erected accordingto a design, the outcome of a competition, is
looked upon as the best work which the profession at the time
were capable of doing. Therefore, we have determined that in
the interest of the profession and all its members, every com-
petition taking place in this country will receive our attention,
that.a more definite set of conditions may be the result, and that
amore definite line of procedure will be adopted by experts in
deciding the relative position of competitive designs. - Our
columns are open 19 any person or persons who desire to object

‘to anything we have written above, or who wish to supplement

our remarks.

CONVENTION OF THE ONTARIO A&OCIA’I‘ION OF
: ARCHITECTS. :
HE first annual Conventioa'of The Onlario Association of Architects
was held in the Canadwun Institute, Toronto, on Nov, 20th and 2tst,
Mr. W. G. Storm of Toronto, President of tl\e Assocmuon, occupied the
chair,

The following gentlemen were present:

‘Toronto—M. B. Aylsworth, E. Burke, R. W. Gambier-Bousﬁeld, A L.
Boultbce. Joseph Lonnolly, S. G. Curry, Frank Darling, D. B. Dick, R. J.
Edwards, J. A. Fowler, H. B, Gordon, Chas, ]. Gibson, Jobn Gemmel,
Geo. W, Gouinlock, Wm. R. Gregg, Mark Hall, Geo. R, Harper, Gramt
Helliwell, G. W. King, Henry Langley, F. C, Law, E, J. Lennox, W, |.
Mallory, Robt. Ogilvie, Allmond E, Paull, Herbert G. Paull, James Smith,
W. J. Smith, W, L, Symens, Henry Simpson, W. G. Storm, 8. H. Town-
send, Chas. F. Wagner, Mancel Wilmott, H. J. Webster, A, Frank
Wickson, E. A, Whitehead.

Ottawa—Alf. McCall; D, Ewart, John W. H, Watis.

London—Geo. F. Durand, H, C. McBride, S. Fraak Peters,

Hamilton—James. Balfour, W. A. Edwards.

Kingston—Jos. W, Power,

‘Whitby—A, A, Post.

. Ridgetown—H. F., Duck.

Port Elgin—G. S. Kinsey.

Chatham—Jas. L. Wilson,

Peterborough—f. E. Belcher,

‘Woodstack—Thos, Cutht Alex. White. .

The Secretary, Mr. S. H. Townsend, read the minutes of the preceding *
meeting, which were adopted.

The Chairman delivered his opening address as follows :

Gentle of the Association of Architects of the Province of
Ontario: B

As President of this Association, it is my pleasing duty in
opening this first annual meeting of the Architectural Asso-
ciation of Ontatio to welcome, on behalf of the Toronto
bers, those of our brethren residing at a distance from

for $300,000, and where he was so desirous of following out the
instructions, he should have given ghe relative cost of the designs
more consideration. [Itis to.be deeply regretted that this impor-

this city, many of whom have at great personal inconvenience
and expense, and all of whom have at considerable loss of time,

ded to the call of the Secretary and are here to-day pre-

at large. Before

tant petition has Ited so very isfactorily, more P
pecially as the Confederation Life Association did nearly all pared to take part'in the deliberations ot this convention
in their power .to make it~ sstul. The profession can bled in the of the prof

console itselt with-the fact that on the shoulders of one of its
own members must be land the entire blame for the mxults, such
as they are, - . .

We have written the above because it is necessary that the
hods of cond p should be closely watched,

and all defects polnted out. So long as experts make decxslons .

proceeding further in these remarks, [ would embrace the oppor-
tunity of extending to the Association my personal deep sense
of the obligation I am laid under for the honor conlerred upon
me in electing me the first president of an Association destined
in time to take a positi gst the learded iati

secand to none on this continent—well assured as [ am that
there 15 metal and talent in the Ontario profession, that when




