
THEE SUNlZBEAM.

SOMETHING ABOUT PRAYER.

eyOETIESvery and pray, and stili the
far we ilsk L'or is îîot grante-à. Why îlot.?

In the firet place what.ever Cod does ks
right, and iL is not for uis to itsk Hini for

reasonis why H1e lins donce this or why lie lias flot
donc IL.. Giod knows, that is sufficient. But
generaiiy thie reason %Iiwy Codl doa not grant
our ptitions ie because w~e (0 o not pray fr the
righit thing or wit.h the riglit intention. A baby
that wishies to play wit.h a sharp knife, bawls if
the niother takes the knife away. Wle not in
the sanie ivay. God knows better 'what is good
for uis than we dlof il n selves, consequently we
oughit to place ai] our ýconfidence in Hini
Sonetirnes we tinkil that Ood is bound togive uis
wvhat we pray for, there we aie mistaken. We
raust noer ciaimias a right what is only a favor,
or cise ive are imnpertinient. Be-
fore weopen our inonth lorprayer
we muet always nakc an art of

resignation to God's iili ini our
heart. WCe muet Bay, that even if
God doee not grant uis ivhat we

Fray for, stili we are sat.isfied, we1ove l-i m just as rnuchi as if H1e
hiad graîtedl it. But if we t.hinkL
by our prayer we cani comimand
God, we find out tîat this i jeot
so. WVc nmntnotthink tlatGod P
is bound te gratify ail our- desires
-somietinies they are v'ery foolieli
indeed, if we look- at theni in the
right. light.-we muet not be im-
pertinent, suich chikiren ucither
God iior ian loves. Other imes

thing if we have prayed two or

thrce imies. This is another
inistake. WVe should pray con-
tinually. WVe knlow that even
sainte hîîd to pray for ycars and -

'yans sometîies berore Cod -

hÏieard themn; are wc any botter
than they were? Have we any
more riglit to be heu id tlaîî t.hey
liad ? A cîcar conscience ie the
best guarantee l'or the prayers
success, and orie benefit prayer
always lias: It brings us nearer

to God, iL awakcens ini our hearts
the feeling thiat we are God's
children ; like the raye of thle sunl
awakening beautifuil Ilowers that
sloop ini the hosonii of iother
eart.h, so <tocs prayer-a niessen-
ger divine bet.wccniî Gd and nman
-awakon iii mir hearts the con-
sciousneCss thaft Cod loves US.

LET IT DROP!

TKET it drop! I-Iow mnany souls
on the verge of solicitude

4-and trou blc have been calm-
cd by tlîis hioniely saying!

A sharp or uinjust wvord irri-
tates us. l'et IL drop; tic speaker
will only bo t.oo glati to see that
we have forgotten it. A painful
circumetance threatens to separ-
ate us front soine old friends.
Let it drop ; let. us lîreserve peace and h9iy
Chai. A susapicions. inanner ia on the point
of chilling our affection. Let it drop; our looks
of trust shahl win back confidence. Shall ive,
wîho try au liard to avoid the prick of thorue,
take pains to gaLber theni up and pierce oLir
oîvn hearts? Truly, ive arc very unreasoniable
beinge! i ____________

IlThat was vcry greedy of you, Tonimy Lo
ent your littie eist.er's share oIf the cake '
"l You toid nie, 'Ma, that I was aiways to take
lier part," said Tonimy.

Grocer.-Wciil, nuy littie boy, what wili voit
have?

Little Boy-.-Fiftceen cents' îvorth of nmolasses.
Grocer (as lie hamds thc pit.cher ovcrthe coun-

t.er).-Where is your money?
Little Boy.-Ii Uic pitcher. 1 put it there so

as te be sure not to loe it.

IlFol de Lawd, 'Missue, but dat chl hîab got
a fine voice."'

"lYou tbink s0?"I
I do fo' sinah if il is Offly plowed."1
IPlowed, Unicie Nied? I giiess youi inîan cuil-

ti vat.e(i."
Il \Tes, dat's it. I knowed it hsd soniething to

do0 wid. a fartlu."

" 4AN OLD FRIEND."1

H Santat Cliaus is a friend indeed
HeThue litie one love lîisn deariy

He' knowst exacmly uvhat, t.hey iieed,
In the tinicet stockings )lis cyce cani rcad

Tlîe wants of the owuîcre cieariy.

Witl thtouglîts of lus gifts tlueir dreanis are briglit
As they wonder uviere lie is hidiîig,

And lîow lie can do so much ini a iîiglit
Fronu the reaInisof thîe Frost.Kitg cold and whîitc

On Uic wings of thîe north îvind riding.

Tiiere are presents for all ini lus splendid store,
But mobody feels quîite certainu

WVlich way lie goes ien hie t.ask is or,
Whîet.ler up the chininey or umider the door,

Or thirouglh a chiîîk in the curtailu.

IVe kîîew lie wouid corne," the chiildren. say
As thîey reekon their new-fotind pleasures;

UIL wouidit have seemîed like Chiristnmas Day
If Snnta Claus had flot found a way

To beave uls sontie of his treasures."1

Amndgrown-up oildren whîo wailk by sighît,
1ieir innocent trust rnight borrow,

And ]cave their wishîcs in faîit at iiglit
Before the Giver of ail delight,

To find thîeîî filed oit Lie niorrowv

-Leistire Irlurs.

THE INFANT JESUS.

6NCE miore the Infanît Josuis coines,
-cil To welconie al w i th oit st.rctel ed Il aîîi,

To bring briglît.joy Lo Chirist.ian homex

And happiiess tîtroigiout thîe lanid.
Hie emile dispeis ail dread sund fear;-

Hie birth itkes hioiy Christ.nals-tide,
Aîmd childrcii far anîd chîildu'ei mîar

Are kiteeliîg at tIiel r Sviotr's side.
O, Infant blcssed! wc pray to tluce,'

1ake -ue Ouur heuarts as t.hiîîe to-day,
And iet the year about to be

Be hîeai'eti's adu'eit, bloomtiiig INI:uy.

,,lib

BADGES OU' THIE APOSTLES.

'!HE painters of the Midle Ages uscd tc, re-
Sprosenlt the A)ostie.s witi sluccill [badges

w' îhich ivere genocndly symîîbôiicai of sonie
special incident ini their lives.

St. Andrew was depictcd with a cross, homeaS
lie ivas cruciicd; St. Bitrthiooniiw with a kuife,
hecause hoe was liayeti ; St. James the <ireater
vith a Pilgrini staff aud a gourd bottle. becanse
lie ivas the patron saint of pîiIgrinis ;St.Aarnes
the Lees with a fuIleres pîole. Lu'citsc Ibo was
slain by Simoun thc ftîller, witig a biow on tie
hcad with thc polo0; St. .lohî wvith a ciii> and a

c'îgd scrptunt flyiiîg Ouit of It, ini allusuionî to the
tradition that the a postie wvas ehiailcîged by il

Sriest of Diana to dirinîk a cul) of poisoin. St.
ohui mnade tic sigu of t.ie cross on the culp,

wlîereujîon Satan, I iko a Dragon, tIcw lrom ut,
atnd ic uupostic drank the ciii)
with safcty.

.ii:duis uvas represciteul witl a
liag, liecatise lie bora the bag aid

,whiat, wlis lit tiirrciii ;" St.
Jlude witlu a ciiib, hie*aîîsc lie W:Is'
kilied by t.iat wClpoii; St. Mat-
tîeîv witil a liateliet, because lie
wiu.4 siajin îjtl une; St. Ihatthiias
ivith a battie rixe, luccause after
liaving been stoue lic was bc-
]îcaded ; St. ]?atl uviti a mword,
becanse bie head wvus oit oiff wit.h
unce; St. Peoter uvitil a bunli of
keys anid aiea with a cock, tic
keys to r.prescît hile power aird
jlurie(iictiout-Cie cock luis deiiiai
of Christ ljefaic lie rcccived féi*i

mF -im tic glorions pîrivilege of ini-
ludlibility ; st. Philip witiu a lonîg
staff surîuouuii.cd by il, cross, I(--
cause i.c died by bcing liing b)y
the îîeck ta a tal piiiar ; St.
Simieoîî with al 5,1w, becanîise.lic
wuus eawn tu deati ; St. Thomias
witli a lanuce, hîccatiso luis body
ivas pierced withu a lanîcc,r HERE SJE IS AGA IN.

Nouîc of th<ue souperCi scliouls
vhîiclî uerc iaet tif) ini Ire-

the peasants calig<i thîcir

faiLli duriiig tic Lime of the fanii-
il, other aiuomig the pool' chl-

mout.lir iaud taiglut liniiin better
Thevs ' lic Žîlier cahicd tipo

tls b riglît uile hid ta say Uic
ir Fiatie.ý, 'Ille clild rCapeaut-

cil il, î>rimnîtLlv; mid, ai hoe li-d
ben ;ccistoiîicdl ta dIo whieiî sauy-

anCoi.ued on witl thec"hilii
Lýay"but lic %wais <juickiv ini-

... ......t.rruptcd by the super, Whio iim

pi 1i .jro eauuu uiictl ic
1liI to stop, juiii adcd ini a. veci3

severeiy pio to : Il Mle doîî't
walit ta hieir -.Iivtllilîg about thle
Virgin Mary lîcre. CO ou wiLli

"1 believe ini GodI." Th liît.tlc fclkîw could utot
îirecisciy undcrýstsilld wliy the uaîîi of tuie
Biesced Virgin, flic Mothier of~ (bdt, slîould be
forl>idden, but lie tiiuderst.ood tliat thc souper
haî<1 (iscardcd lier fraîîî thuat sciiooi, wlîcre
piety aîud sot![ wcre dobcd out ini sîilai1 liar-
Lions. I)1uly iiiprc.scd uvith this convictioni,
Lhe lad began : ''1 believe ini (bdo," anid %veut
oui Éiootly ilitîi lie Caime ta the vords Il anîd
wils comîccivcd by the Iloiy Oiliost ;" having
recitc(l tlîcse ivords, hie titI<dciiy 5toppIedj,
scrattclîing lusi liea(l îitli r-itic periilcxity,
yet uitl a .wiiîkhe ilii hirertty bineL eyes.

go on, iny lad (?" ', Pleaise su"exclailiedl tilt
itt-le fchiow, 4here sie i.1 1oyain.

TIract, lady ta ticket seller, ])0 yoii soif
tickets aittiedutccdntr osrut of Uic Lo)rdt"?
Ticket agent baiy " Certaiiîly, mîadaini, if
yoql have ami Ortler f'raîui yot riuitr"

Il risoie at the hum r,'' saiui the j0*udge, "im

Lucre milyth.ltiî voit wieli to Bay lucfoi'c senîtenîce
is )sScd mpoi 3ohi? "'t'lie prîsoner lool'ed .wist-

ftiIIy toward Uic dlooi, anud rcinuîrked( tliat lié
.0tild like to sauy "(,aod( evcîîingl, if it. voouid

hp aigrecabie tu the canipany. But t.hîey ivouldîî't
let Iiîîi. à


