
MEMORY AND THE FINAL JUDGMENT.

or conspiracy was out of the question. Not links of which, conscious or unconscious,
only had the young woman ever been a the free will, our only absolute self, is co-ex-
harmless, simple creature, but she was tensive and co-present."-COLERIDGE: Bio-
evidently laboring under a nervous fever. graphia Literaria, vol. i., First Part, chap,
In the town in which she had been resident vi.
for many years as a servant in different After the death of Professor John Wilson,
families, no solution presented itself. The Mr. Warren published an account of an in-
young physician, however, determined te terview he once had with the Professer,
trace her past life step by step ; for the pa- when Mr. De Quincey was present, and the
tient herself was incapIble of returning a conversation happened te turn on " forget-
rational answer. He at length suceeded in tiug."
discovering . . . that the patient-an or- " b such a thing as forgetting possible
phan at the time-had been charitably te the human mmd?' asked Mr. De Quincey.
taken by an old Protestant paster at nine 'Pees tie mmd ever actuallylose anything
years of age, and had remained with him fer ever? Is net every impression it has
some years, even till the old man's death. once received reproducible ? How often a
. . . Anxiousinquirieswere then, of course, thing is suddenly recollected that had hap-
made concerning the pastor's habits ; and pened many, xnany years befere, but neyer
the solution of the phenomenon was soon been thought cf since tilI that moment I
obtained, for it appeared that it had been Possibly a suddenly dcveiopcd power cf re-
the old man's eustom for years te walk up collecting every act cf a man's life, may
and down a passage of his house, into which ceustitute the great bock te be cpened
the kitchen door opened, and te repeat te before Hum on the judgmcnt-day. I
himselfwith a loud voice ont cf bis favorite ventured te say that I knew an instance cf
bocks. . . . 1e was a very learned man, a gentleman who, in hastily jumping on
and a great Hebraist. Ainong bis bocks board the f Excellent," . . . missed it, an
(discovered in a niece's possession) were i fel into the water cf Portsmouth harbor,
feund a collection cf Rabbinical writings, sinking te a great depth. For a wbi e he
tegether with several cf the Greck anc was spphsed drowned. oc afterwards
Latin fathers; and the physician succcded said, that al hie remembered, after plung-
in idenifying se many passages with those ing into the water, was a sense cf freedo n
taken down at the young weman's bedside, from pain, and a sudden recoilecti n cf alj
that ne deubt couid remain in any ratienal, bis past life, especially cf guilty actions
mnd oncerning the true eongin cf the im- that he had long ferg.tten. Professer
pression ma e on her nervous system. Wilson said, that if this were se, it was in-

"This authenticated case furnishes beth deed very startling; au I think Mr. D

prifat instance, that reliques cfsensation Quincuy said, that he ase had heard cf une,

may exist for an ndefinit time i a latent if net cf two or thre, sncb cases."-" Per-

state, in the very sane order in which thy ronal Reellections of Christeopher North,"

wre oeriginally impressed ; and as we eau- Blackwood's Magazine, December, 1851.

net rationaely suppose the feveish state f This extract from Elackweeod's Magazine
the brain te act in any other way than as a may serve as an apprepriate introduction te
stimulus, this fact (au e it wuld net bca passage frta Mr. De Quincey's oew

difficuit te adduce several cf the samne kind)' writinigs-a pass-age wbieh cannat f'ail te
cntributes te make it even probable, that suggest what the subject whi hthse quota-

ail thughts afe in themselvcs imperishable n tions are intinded te illustrate might have

and that if the intelligent facnlty should be beedme in the hands cf a master. Lt 1

rendered more comprehiensive, it weuld re- fremn his wefl-known description cf the
quire only a different and apprtined Palimpsest cf cae Brai:-
organization-the b fy celestial instead of "The fieeting aceidents oan's Mfe, and
the beaiy terrestrial-to brng before every its external shows, may indeed bc irrelate
human sul the collective experience of is aJ incongrueus ; but the rganizing prin-
whole past existence. AuJ this-this- ciples which fuse into harm y, anu gather
perchance is the iread book cf judgment, about fxed predeterminecd centres, what-
in the mysteies hiereglyphies cf which ever heterogeneous elements lite may have
every ide word is recordecd. Yea, in the aecumulated frhm witout, awill net permit
very nature cof a living spirit, it may be the grandeur of human uity greatly te be
more possible that beaven and earth should violated, or ittuitimate repose tbe trobled
pass away, than that a single act, a single u the retrespet fremi dysg moments, or
theugt, shouid be losened or lest from frm ether sreat convulsions. Sueh a con-
that living chain cf causes, with ail fle i vulsion is the struggle fgradual suffocation,


