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After an experience covering nearly thirty-
two years of the plessures and ills incident to
a grocer’s life, I feel inclined to * step out.”
My successors will be named in due time, and,
I trast, will retain the patronage of those who
have been our customers for from twenty-
seven years ago dowa to the present. In the
meantime my stock must be reduced, and ae
an inducement will give a discount of from 5
to 20 per cent. (sugar excepted) from regular
price, on a single purchase of not less than $5.
That means Cash.

This notice is also & reminder that I have
given * Liberal Credit"” and quite a few
people are owing me for provisions farnished
the * family table.” Some, of course, have
passed the limitation of six years; many al-
most five times that, but still they are all
honest and just debts for bread and butter
that I had to pay for.

Many, of course, made nice promises, but
have long since gone to * paradise,”’ expecting
t0 ‘“ renew ” the promise when they meet me
there. But I am going to ask the living to
join in a happy satistaction of paying 100
ocents on the dollar to every creditor.

Respectfully yours,
Treo. CARTER.

Oneida, N.Y., March 22ad, 1894.

SHOE AND LEATHER NOTES.
The dissolution of the partnership ot Bralot
and Cicouelli, shoe manufacturers in Quebec,
is announced.

The tannery of Geo. Kastner, Sebringville,
Ont., with its effects, has been destroyed by
fire. The loss is, we are told, partly covered
by insurance.

The Quebeo correspondent of the Montreal
Witness writes to that journal: * The tanners
of this city, who represent one of the largest
and most important of the local industries, are
stated to be very dissatisfied with Mr. Foster’s
new tariff. They state that, as far as they are
concerned, the Government’s reforms have
only reformed the tariff upwards, as it has in.
oreased the duties on many of the artioles
which enter into the preparation of leather.
Some of theae, which were formerly admitted
tree, will now have to pay 20 per cent., while,
in the case of others, the ad valorem duty has
been replaced by higher specific daties. In
others, again, the duties are objected to as alto-
gether prohibitive.

R. Secord, of Edmonton, N.W.T., is ship-
ping $2,300 worth of fur to Lampson & Co.,
London, England.

Sir Charles Tupper has recently given a re-
tarn of the Canadian catch of seals in the

Behring Sea for the last ten years. It is as
follows :

No. of 8kins. Price. Value.
1885.000.cns 800 $10 $ 8,000
1886...... . 12,423 10 124,230
1887........ 21,716 7 152,012
1888........ 16,940 10 169.400
1889........ 16,585 10 165,860
1890........ 18,165 11 199.816
1891........ 29,146 15 437,190

Total.... 115,775 $1,256,497

METAL AND HARDWARE TRADE
NOTES.

The Lethbridge, N.W.T., mines are now in
steady operation, but fewer men are being
employed than before the labor difficulties.

Shipments of pig iron from centres in Great
Britain since the beginning of year are as fol-
lows: Sootland, to March 24th, 59,359 tons;
Middlesbro’, to March 29th, 202,411 tons;

Cumberland, to March 24th, 87,954 tons.
Shipments made during corresponding period
last year are: Scotland, 69,604 ; Middlesbro’,
172,186 ; Cumberland, 64,112,

James Watson & Co., Glasgow, in their
weekly letter dated March 30th, say: “* The
Scotoh iron market opened on Tuesday with a
holiday feeling, but there is more disposition
shown during the past few days to purchase,
go that prices are a degree firmer all round.
The heavy shipments of Cleveland iron have
caused quotations to advance somewhat and
hematite warrants are likewise a shade
firmer.”

The position of tin, says the London, Eng.,
Tron and Steel Trades Journal, has varied con-
siderably during the past month, but the ten-
denoy has been very much on the downward
grade, exceedingly low prices being recorded.
At the end of January, Straits tin was guoted
£71 per ton, while £63 15s. was touched on
March 5th. It is necessary to go back to
February, 1879, before finding so low a prioe,
Daring the year 1893 the total shipments
amouanted to 40,476 tons to Earope and
America, against 34,453 tons in 1892.

The Engineering and Mining Journal 8ays :
« The French iron trade last year, while it did
not inorease over the preceding year, showed
only & decrease 8o small that it may be said
to have been substantially the same in 1893 as
in 1892, therein differing materially from that
of England and the United States. The total
production of pig iron of all descriptions last
year was 2,032,567 metrio tons, a decrease of
only 24,691 tons, or 1.2 per cent., the falling
off being chiefly in foundry iron and Bessemer
plgt”

ALLIANCE ASSURANCE COMPANY.

Some seventy years ago the company named
above started with an authorized oapital of
five millions sterling, of which £550,000 is
now paid up, and the market price of the
ghares is more than four times their paid-up
price. It has accaumulated fire-insurance
funds of £717,000 or say $3,585,000, and life
accumulations of £2,271,000; but we under-
stand that the company does not attempt any
life business in Canada. The fire premium
income for 1893 was £532,769, and the fire
losses £348,814, equal to about 65.4 per cent.
This is an unusually heavy proportion of fire
loss to premium, and every one knows last
year was a bad fire year; but the company
managed to earn and put away net profita of
£32,965 in the fire branch, bad as the year
was. The Alliance is & prudent company, but
it is also a progressive one, and has absorbed
a number of more or less prosperous provin.
cial fire offices until its premium income of
1893 is double that of 1881. Its management
in Canada is in good hands, and its high repu-
tation at home is shown in the following sen-
tence whioch we take from the London Review
of 28th ult.: * The Alliance Assurance Com-
pany of to-day, with its nearly four millions
gterling of assets, its enormous latent power
in a financial sense, its prudent administra-
tion, and the exceedingly liberal terms of its
recent prospeotus, is entitled to a full continu-
ance of that ample confidence which the pub-
lio has always placed in it.”

A% a recent meeting of members of the
0il Exchange at Oil Springs the following
officers were elected : Chairman of committee
of management, J. D. Noble ; treasurer of the
agsociation, R. Morris; secretary, 0. 8im-
mons; committee of arbitration, Jas. Kerr,
W. F. Cooper and Wm. English.

INSURANCE NOTES.

It is an encounraging sign to find the fire
losses in the States and Canada for March
only 9 millions, as compared with 16} millions
of dollars in March, 1893.

Mr. J. H. Brock, managing director of the
Great West Life Company, has left Winnipeg
for the eastern provinoces. He will establish
agencies for his company at points in Nova
Scotia and New Bruuswick. .

The people of Woodstock, New Brunswick,
it seems, are dissatisfied with the Woodstock
ratings of the 8t. John board of fire insar-
ance underwriters, Last week a meeting was
held to organize a local fire insurance com-
pany. Property holders, the telegram says,
have resolutely decided not to pay the rates
they oonsider *‘extortionate.” We shall see
what sort of rates are levied by the mutual
company they organize.

A circumstance which in any less solemn
line of business than life assurance would be
regarded as amusing, was related by Hon. A.
W. Ogilvie, while presiding at the meeting of
the Sun Life Company of Canada last week.
It is the practice of that company, properly
enough, to include under outstanding oclaims
all deaths that have bsen heard of up to
the time the accounts are prepared. Bat this
year the practice resulted in an odd complioa-
tion, for it has since been learned that one
gentleman, whose policy for $5,831 is in.
cluded in the company's liabilities, iz still
living! He had been reported dead, Mr.
Ogilvie said, by an eminent firm of lawyers,
who obtained from the company the usual
blanks to prove death. When too late to cor-
reot the error before the publication of the
acoounts, the lawyers explain that they were
misinformed ; it is the wife of the assured who
is dead, not himself.

The management of the Confederation Life
has always been severe upon the practice of
rebating, and has often declared it would lose
business rather than compete with the com-
panies that indulged in it. Last week the
vice-president of the oompany, Mr. Hooper, in
his address seconding the report for 1893, said :
« We have reason to be proud of the business
of the year [the largest "ever done by the com-
pany in any year sinoe 1t8 organization], for it
has, to my own knowledge, been done on busi-
ness principles and not forced by resorting to
the too common practice of allowing exorbi-
tant commissions, varying from 75 per cent.
to 100 per cent. of the first premiums on new
business.”

We learn with interest from the address of
Mr. Ramsay to his shareholders and policy-
holders on Monday last, that we may soon
expect to see published a tabulation of the
mortality experience of the Canada Life As-
surance Company. Founded in 1847, the
company’s experience of nearly fifty years is
extensive enough to be of decided value to
actuaries and underwriters. The publication
will possess the interest of novelty also, being,
so far as we know, the first effort of the kind
made by & Canadian company. The task of
its preparation has been a lengthy one, special
agsistants, besides the regular staff, having
been engaged upon it for a long period. Bat
the faots and figures will be available at the
next annual meeting, if not before.

No greater tribute could be paid to the
character of an underwriting body for integ-
rity, than that paid by Mr. J. W. Marling, of
Montreal, to the Canada Life at its recent
meeting. 1 have been an agent of the
Canada Life for 30 years,” he said, *and




