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her unele left the room she ralsed ler volee 8 sa
Witle nnd snng elenrly and distinetly o serap of )(\'-
u stmple Hetle ballad:

BY DH. NORMAN SMITO.

X lovo the sunny earthland,
In vornal rabos arrayed,

Its lofty cloud-enpped mountains,
Euch forest hill und glado ;

The fortils blooming vallios,
Lach grassy dell nud lox,

And all of natures benutivs
Havo onch a charm tur me.

Ilovoe the broad hlue oconn.
With mighty Jdushing waves
olling in crosted billows,

O’ar Lriny. eoral vaves,

I lovo the lnughing brooklety
That inurmur on their way,

O’cr beds of tiny pobbles,
Through flow'ry mends of hay.

Ilove the sweot wild flowora,
With ull their hrillinnt huos,

The roxe-bids il the lilies,
hat drink the crystal dows ;

I love to hear the songsters
Through halny snmmer dnys,
’Noath shides of lealy wild-weed,

Warbling their merry lays.

I lova the sunny earthland ;
And when lifo's journey'll clusa,
I'll then upon its basom,
In dronwless sleep repuse,
THE ungrels boar ms upwarnd
*Mid bright celestinl bowers,
Where in beanty ever bleoming
Aru sweot unfuding fluwors.

(For the Hearthstone.)

FROM BAD TO WORSE.:

A TALE OF MONTREAL LIFE.

DY J. A. PHILLIPS.

CHAPTER III
OUT OF TUE CMURCII,
s ;‘I’ ’oulo; how long have you known Mr. Aus-

Jessle looked up at her Unole with nqulck; in-

£ - e ———r et

quiring glance, and answered promptly sabout

& month.”

¢ Do you think it right or propor for a young '
Indy to bavo clandestine meetings with a muu -

she has only known o month, und whoso ito-

qualntance with her Is at least a doubtful one? ;

‘Where did you first meet him 2

«I met him—in—{n" stammered poor Jessle, '
gotting quite vonfused; and growing uncomfort- ’
ably red in tho face. Before sho could finish the -
sentence, howover, Frank camo to her assistanco -

in her usunl prompt munner, by saying:

¢ Charlio Benson introduced Mr. Austin to us, :

one afternoon when we wore out walking.”

# Oh! you kiiow him too!”

« Certatnly, und I think him a very pleasant
fellow,” sald Frank, anxlous to glve Jessio a
little time to recover.

Mr. Lubbuek stood a Jittle In awe of his mas-
oulline nicee, and In very wholesome dread of
her doses and decoctions in the medical line;
besides, ho knew and liked Charllo Benson; and,
he had, morcover, & high regard for Arthuar
Austin; ho was not, therefore, disposed to view
the matter very soverely. Stlll ho did not ke
to bo too lenjent all of a sudden, so ho preserved
his gruve manner and sald addressing Jessie,
# I do not approve of young ladles meoting
young gentlomen in public places, nud standing
talking contidentinily to them; it doos not look
well, and frequently glves occasion for unkind
and unplensant romarks. How did it happen

. that you met Mr, Austin alone ?

#J—I— don’t know,” faltered poor Jessle,

. feoling vory much like a naughty child who

feared punishment, «I was only——"

¢ Uncle,” sald Frank, cutting in suddonly, and
speaking in her prompt, detormined way, ¢ 1t
seoms {0 me you aro sponking very harshly to
Jessic about o very simple matter; one would
think that Jesslo had been moeting Mr, Austin
clandestinely, and by appointment ; now X have

.beon with her evorytime sho bas seon him-.

and {t has only been three or four times, and
then only for a few mninutes walk—and she
happoned {0 be alono with him in the Square,
bocausc—Dbocause—" Frank hositated s mo.
ment, blushed a little and continued——* because
X loft her in tho 8quare for two or three mi-

‘nutes while I did an errand at Morgan's for

mamma.”

Frunk omitted to state that it was on a for.
maer, and not tho prosent, occasion she had so
left Jessle,

« Oh, Frank 1" exclaimed Jessie.

+#Don't be & fool,” suid tho brusque Frank

. 8otto voce,

« You -mtsundorstand mo, Frank,” said Mr.

.Lubbuek. rather ovorcome by his nloco's volubl-

lity, <1 do not objcet 10 o proper acquaintance
‘between Mr. Austin and yoursclvos; I only took
oxcoption to the manner in which that acquain.

‘tance had ‘beon formed; but, don’t let us say

anymoro about it ; you girla are young and gid-
dy. and. I daresny no harm was Intended on
elthor side. I might say,” continued Mr. Lub-

.buck, willing to make a.little concession, ¢that

1 esteemn Mr. Austin vory highly; he is an ex-
ceedingly, clover young - man, gtoady, and un-
‘doubtedly & gontleman; I scarcely think you
can dorive nny harm from an acquaintance
with him, provided it is properly conduoctod and
‘not.allowed Lo go too far.”
+ .+ 80 you know him too!"” oxclaimed Frank,
«Cortninly, my dear, ho 18 my book-koepor and
confidéntial clerk; a very olover young man.”
. «Thop, Uncle,” sald matler-of-fuct Frank
dotermined to mako the mast of the advantago
sho had gained, ¢if'ho is such a olever young
man and you like him so much, why don't you
ask him to come and sco you? I'm very de-

-u8 in business,”
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moeratic in some things you know, and I be-
llave in emnployer and employee knowing euch
other socially as well as in. business.”

“Yox, my dear, but—"

“0Oh! you need not he afrald of me, I ltko
moen's socliety,—I wish I was & man, instoad of
a poor helpless woman,— but you need not fan-
oy 1 shall fall in love with his handsomo fMuce,
and fine moustache; and ng for Jossie, 1f such
a foolish notion goets into her head I'll glve her
a Seldlitz Powder, aud blecod her. So, Uncle,
ask Mr. Austln and Charlio Benson to dinner on
Sunddy."”

«0h! It's Charlio ? is 1t2”

«Don’t bo a sllly old goose, but ask them ke
a good old fellow as you are.”
L L] L] L] - L]

“Mm, Wiliams presents hor compliments to
Mr. Arthur Austin and requests tho pleasure of
his company to dinner on Suunday next at six
o'clock.”

It was a stiff; formal little note, but in Arthar
Auxtin’s oyes it was vory preclous, for he folt
that Mrs. Willlams nover traced those falry
characters, and it wns as much as ho conld do
to rostrain himeelf from pressing tho writing,
which he folt sure was Josste's to his lips. Mo
did not do anything so ridiculous, howover, but,
aftor o fow moments thought walked into Mr.
Lubbuck’s privato ollleo, und haunding the noto
to him sald,

#] found that on my desk, a fow momeonts
since, sir.”

#Yes, I put it there myself; and I beg to add
my own request to that of Mrs, Willlams’ that

‘you wlil dine with us on S8unday.”

«I ghoall bo very happy, I assure you, sir—

#)Mr, Austin,” gnld Mr. Lubbuck, gravely, ¢ I
havo .already told you, and have given you tan-

.glble proofs of iy sincority, that.I have beon

bighly plonsed with your conductsincoe you have
boon with me. Qurbusiness relations hivo been
highly satlsfuctory, but I feel, as my nlcce,
Frank, oxpresses it that ¢ omployer and em-
ployee should know ench other socially as well
I think monget at cach others
inner natures botter ‘over thelr dinners, and &
glass of wine,.—Oh! I ask your pardon, 1 forgot
you do not take wine, and qulte right tloo—than
in a yoar’s.business transactions togethor. Ido
not mind confessing that I desire to know you
more thoroughly thun I have done during the alx
monthy you have boon with me, as 1 contem.

plate some business changes this fall which may
render ft nucessary for me to be able to trust
implicitly In you; I, therefare, hopo to xee you
frequently at my house in future, nnd hope that
our socinl relations may prove ns satisfnctory as
our businesa onos have done. 1 wish, howoever,
to be perfectly frank with you; you will of
course be frequontly thrown fnto tho soelaty of
my ni , whouse quaintunee you have al-
rondy made, now I do not object to an nequnin-
tunce, or aven o friondship springing up be-
tween you; but thero must bo no iden of Its
over being anything more. Frunk I am not
afraid of, sho'’s ablo to take caro of herself and
{r more than a mateh for any man, unless he
can stand unlimited experiments in medicine,
and haa the constitution of a hiorse ; hut, my lit-
tlo pet Jessio Iy scarcely moro than a child, nnd
I won't have nnyone trylng to stuff her hend
with nonsense for these many yonrs to come.
I am plain with you, because I want no misun-
derstanding in this matter. Ifyon wunt to fall
tn love with anybody try Frank, shc'll soon
bleed and blistor you out of tho lden. I huve
been 5o candid with you because you said you
not only know, but ¢ admired” my nlece; now
get any such foollsh notion out of your head at
onee, or it will lead to a disruption of all our re-
lations business and otherwise, That will do;
bring me the marning paper, and the letters.

L4 - * L ] L) .

Arthur Austin s0oon beeame n constant and
welcome visitor at Mr. Lubbuck®™; and grew
steadlly in favor, not only with the old gentle-
man, but with the whole family. Even Frank
—who, although she liked the socloty of men,
generally doclared that'tho young mon of the
presont day had no brains, and were decldedly
¢fint’—doclared that Arthur was ¢“n brick,”
which was a grent compliment from Misk
Frank, and that ho was *a fellow who knew
somothing.” : :

In fact Arthur was «a fellow who knew some-
thing ”; he hud recelved o first class eduention,
bad travelled a great deal, was naturally ob-
servani, and posscssed that raroe faculty of talk-
Ing Just onough to please and intorest, but
not conough to bore. Ho could sing tolerably
well, possossing a fulr volce, which he managed
oleverly. Ho (airly cuptured Frank by his
knowledge of medicine, and when ho showed
thiat young lady an experimeont in olectricity
and very nearly resuscitated n dofunot tom-cai
which ha« boon polsonod while éxporimentiug

ton him the day before, Mixs Frank’s admirn-
tlon knew no hounds, amd she atmost threw her
armsg round him aud kissed hing for Joy; but
enntented herself with xlapping him on the buck
and snying, ¢ that’s first rate, old fellow !
Arthur was certainly very attentive to Frank,
and, strange to say, Mr. Lubbuck secemed to
ke It; Arthur and Frunk used to have o good
many arguments on maoedlenl and other toples—
Frank was every inchh & man {n her love of
armunent—and the old mat wonld )it nnd Hsten,
nodding npproval, and nceasionilly pulttng in a
word. At first lie used to keep Jessio by him g
but Arthur tried hard to keep his Impliead nvo-
mlso to Mr. Lubbuck, nned searcely spokae tothnt
young lady, except the tost  comuonplneo
civillties.,  Aftera little while Frank discovered
that Arthar piayed chess and elnfmed him fre-
quently for n game, while Josxie soither sat
quietly by preotending to do some funey work,
or would steal ofl' to the plane and piay over old
faslifoned nirs softly to herself,  Although they
met frequently now, Jossle atd Arthure really
hnd less opportunity of speaking to eneh other

Frank nml Jessie for lttle pleasant walks;
onch neemned to avold the other, for Jessio folt
hurt that Arthur did not pay her maore atten-
tlon, and Arthur was very eareful to pny atten-
tlon, If poskible, to Mr. Lubbuck’™™s warning,
Try an ho would, however, It wus no usoe; tho
mere fuct of her presence, o turn of her head,
n glunece of her eye would attraet hix whole at-
totition at once; when he wuk playlng choss
with I'rank at one end of tho room and Jessle
wiuy singing at the othier, he would bond all hig
wltention to cateh tho lowest murmur of her
volce, or the softest noto she touched. Often
Mirs Frank would tnke him to tusk for his
absent mindedness’; and numnorous wero the
pennler that young Indy offered for his thoughts
without having hor store of pocket money ro-
dueed.

About six weoks aftor Arthur had patd his
first visit to Mr, Lubbuck’s he was sititing ono
ovening playing chess with Frank with Mr,
Lubbuok Jooking on and Jessie singing softly to
herself ;- Mri. Willilams was not very woll and
had oxcused herself aftor dinner; presently o
servant ecame i to speak to AMr. Lubbuck about
ono of the horses huving gone lame, and ho
wont out to consult with the groom. Josslo
had been singiug very sofily, s0 softly that Ar-
thur bud been unablo 1 cutoh a word; but ag

than when he and Charlie Benson usced to moot |-

tiave you forgatten the strell of the fountaing
Hav forgotien the pnth o'er the e R
furgotten thoro dryx on the moentain §

1ave yon forgotten them nll, with them we?
Arthur sut silently tstenime while the stmple
steain Insted, foollshly holdine his Queen in his
harul, ol at lnst makbng (e Cery worst imovae
on the hoard, putting it Imuedintedy I the
winy of Frank's (ueen; thint youtygs budy prompt-
Iy captured  Lthe unlueky Queen, am!  erying
s Checkmnte,” roso from the table saying:

M Austin you don't secm to care abont
playing chess to-nlght, and 1 want to rewd;
make yourself useful by turning over Jessle's
musle for lier,”  She throw herself lnto an casy
ehalr, aud ook np i bool, but ghe did por read;
the book was only Intenssthed ax a0 Blind under
thie ¢over of which st might observe wlitt was
golng on at the other end of the reom.  Tho
fiet Is Miss Feank had notieed Avthare's absent
manner, his wrapt attention to Jesste's st
wind bis enger watehingof her every movemsem,
] she ppede i pretty good goess ag to 1he stiedo
of his feellngs,  Don't suppose 1Keank felt the
least bit Jonlons, shie diked Acthur Austin very
much, he was nxensible fellow, could tulle well
and had many tustes and puarsuits In common
with her, hut Miss Frank never for ono mansent
funeled Derselt B love withe Bl § i Get =ho
wits more I love than she enred o eonfiess,
with someone y dml ILowns ns mueh o
plque thal fomeone else, ns anything that
shiee had thrown herself” fn Arthur's way so
mueh,  Soshe giletly wiatelal behiad bor boolke
atd awandted developemaents.

Arthir saunteresd ns aueoteeripdly ns he
ecould up to the phivno, el leaning over Jessio
snld:

s W1 you please sligg that ¢ Thvve you torgel.-
ten® agaln, iU I8 so sweet”

1" sorey T interrupted yourguine of chiss,
Mr. Austin, pray do not let e distarts yoe®

@ ] was only too ghul Lo he interraplest ko
pleasantiy, Miss Jessie; won't you, please, ros
ng s
wk will expect you to finlsh your giune,”
1o rathier spitefully.

& Miss Frank hessell gave ap playing ol
destred me to cote atul Gen over your musie,”?

o Ve you gunevelled with Frank ?”

s tertuinly not, what eould make yeun think
50 9

s When peopie whio ure so foud of eswh other,
and are 80 muceh together suddenly separate 4
looles—it looks," continied Jessicus | hedanhts
el whethoer Lo say the next wontds or foeas r
they hod had o fovers' guarrel,’ she tniched
desperately, savapgely Inloning the ¢ lovers"

& Lovers® quareel ! why Miss Jussle what on
enrth can yon menu?”

« Why you and Frank sre so muel tozether,
and so muech—tutl everybaly—well it looks oy
1" sabl Jesste, with o rising sensatlon In her
throut, aml tears ’lmost stneting Jouto her eyes,

s You never thonghtso, Miss Jessieo, did you 2
sikd Arthuar bending earnestly over her,

« Why, of course, [—1—"*

« Jesste, darling, how could you funey such
a thing., 1 admire your slstes, of course, be-
cnuxe she I8 your sisters bnt you must hive
seen, must know, altho’ I have never told you
In words, that I love you, never ean love anyony
but yoru. 1 know 1 have neted strangely of lite,
but | was foreed to it by i feelligg of respueet to
the wishes of your unele, who afmost mnde me
promise to avold you. I tried, trled hard to tenr
you from my seart, dirliiezg, bhut 1L wis binposs
sible, tho more L tried the noree [ loved yorr,
Jessle, I am only o clerk, sl shnll loso iy bost
chance of advancomunt by this step, but [ havo
hentth aned strengtls und with the hopo of your
smlle to chicer ma on [ will sucecnd, Wil you
givo mo onu wont of hupy, onn smile b show
mo I am not wholly inditlerent to yon ?"

w And you don't love Frank? sadd  Jesste,
bending over the plune uni! her glowlng fuco
was almost hldden by her falling habe,

“« No one but you, darliug; ol ! Jessie will
you give me one word, one look, will you pro-
mise one day to be my wite?"”

Joxsle sald nothing, but ralsed Ber eyos, swim-
ming with happy tenrs LW his, her checks
glowing with burning blushes, and a bright
smile playing arouud har lips. Sho half rose
from the piluno stool and n unother momant
Frank had clusped her to hits heart and aprinted
o burning kiss on her glowing Hps,

# Hollo 1" excinlmed Miss Frank, bringing her
book down on tho tuble with 4 bang which enused
the lovers to spriug upurt, nnd Jesste to run over
to her sister and hide her fuce on hor shoulder
—tt thls {8 morg thun I burgnined for; [ did not
think muttors b gone us fur ay that,”

«Oh! Frank," hnlf sobbed Jesslo ¢ 1'm so sor-
ry—and I'mm so happy—aund Arthur didn't
metn—""

« I hope, Ming Frank,” sald Arthur, «that my
conduct of lnto hus not decelved you ; I know it
it was wrong, but I promised your Uncle to
uvold Jessle, and [ hope——"'

“That [ huven't fatlen In love with yon?
Mukoe your mind ensy on that seore; 1 liko you
very well, you're a sonsiblo fellow and will make
« first rate brother-in-law, I think you are just
sulted for Jessie, and [ glve my conseut,”

« But your Uncle 7’ .

# 01, ho's very fond of Jessle nnd won't want
to part with hor, but he'll got over it.  I''! mna-
nago him, if I have to glvo bl u doso of phy-
sio to mako hlin slek. :
L} . . - . . -
Frank was us good us her word, and succeeded
much easior thanu she cxpected, Mr, Lubbuck
held out for u litlle while und roquired as con-
ditions to hils comsent that Jessie should not
foavo him, but Arthur como andlive with them;
and, also that tho wedding should not take place
for a year; to both of which proposuls Frunk
unconditionally surrenderod. . .
Bafore Mr. Lubbuck finully gave hie consont
to Jessle's murriuge, ho wroto on to New York
to an old contidontinl friend, and bad private In.
quiries institutod ad to Arthur Austin's uutooe,
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