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" ringé from God to the sonl*of man. - 'We are
;" * smbassadors for Christ, as fhough God did be-
" . seech you by us, we pray .
' stead, be ye reconciled to God.” - “That which.
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_and Silvanus aud Tiaothgus; was not yes and

“nay, butiin

‘nay,butin: ; Al pas Xﬁgﬁviﬁtr{%sglopgjsyil

i. ot} balande rof sprobabilities, >it w’,é;_s.,;;_ijotga Eggi» 5 gl,l‘,'ﬁnes,?;,ofl'l mingg,hapﬁﬁhe like, wer:

“ipoonlstion sbout God, but's welliatteited mes: | o okl ot IO morosthan ,(hey}é-d
peculation about xod, {counted :yet, and all of - this inz@reek<ey

you, in Christ’s

was -from the begining.. .. which ‘we have

*  seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon,

and-our hands have handled of.the Word of.

" Tife." . .that which we have seen and heard
~declare we unio you.” The proof that this

new -and effective communication between

earth and Heaven, between God and man; was
.not & freak’of imagination, but was hard fact,
rested. on the Resurrection of Jesus Christ from:
the. dead—an- evept in which the realm of

- ”Spii'itl 1aid the world of matter under obligation’

o

to. pubserve its purpose by gr_oving even to the
.very genses of man, thé truth of Christ’s claims
‘and ‘'mission. .And, therefore, St. Peter at
the, Day . of Pentecost, and afterwards,
‘and; . - therefore, St. Paul "at Antioch _in
Pigidia, ‘at Athens, and elsewhere, preached
before all things the Resurrection. All else de-
pended on it. It was the warrant without

. - which, 8¢ the-Apostles said, “onr preaching is
_vain and your faith is also vain.'

But rest-
.ing thus on solid evidence, planting itsfeet thus
firmly on the soil of earth and in the full day-
light of human history, the Christian creed
raiged -its head to Heaven, unveiled to the be-
liever the inmer being of Geod, displayed the
manner in which, when God the Son ‘took our
pature upon Him, a bridge was really con-
structed, between earth and Heaven, and even
discovered to us the inmost heart of the All
.Mergiful in the true meaning and value of the

. Baorifice which was offered on Calvary for the

sins of the whole world. From that Fountain,
_opened for sin and for uncleanness, flow
u.l‘ll the hopes of pardon, all the reinforcements
_of grace, all the power of szcraments, by which
"the work. of the Redeemer is carried forward

.“in"thb sphere’of senge und time, in preparation

| was

o E_‘reaching.

.. did think the Christian preachin
* It was unlike all they understoo

.

- for the momentous, the endless future.
. This was what the Apostles preached to the
,world. . This was the preaching by which God
loased ‘to save them that believed How
was it regarded by. cultivated people at the
-time who were as yet outsido the Christian
creed and Church? St. Paul answers that
question by the phrase. ‘The fooliskness of
' It is not, I need hardly say,
js. own phrase. He did not himself think
_the preaching foolishness, buthe adopts for the

‘moment the current phrase of the day, the,

hrase current in certain quartors of
orinth. Many highly oultivated Corinthians
foolishness.
by wisdom
‘or, as thoy put it, philosophy. Philosophy,
"ag understood in the old Greek world, was an
attempt to furnish a tentative theory oraccount
of the universe, of man, of human thought, of
_the relations between man’s thought snd the
external world, more or less complete as the
. oase might be, but based in- any case in the
lagt resort upon the averrge resources of the
human mind, Philosophy, from the nature of
_the cose, .did not attain to permanonce or
_certainty. -It was always shifting its conclus-
ions, always shifting evon its grounds, always
“reflecting in i‘s changes the successive activit-
.ies and moods of thought whick created it, and
g0 always. contresting vitally with the preach-
ing that centered in Josus Cbrist, “tho same
;Zea_ter_day, to-day, and for ever,” It was at
. bect'a_reaching after rather than a possession’

L

.,of truth, and to colaim to possess truth abso-

lntely seemed to it a baseloss and foolish pre-
" temsion.. ; And , yot this olaim the Gospel did

. pnd does undoubtedly make, and it also claims

- that.the truth, of which it is so certain, be-
. longs, in-the. main, not to the region of nature

~and experience, but to & higher world that can
puly be explored by faith. Hesides this, the

3 Hitn was yea.k TherGospal:was| il

Gowpel Blaced ;before” magkind. & m
ife, 'inswhich-the. ‘passi
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folly only to"be agconnted for by hallugination;
‘which Eastern ways aid lack of Greek culture
might possibly explain, " That was the Corin-
thian estimate ‘of the Apostle’s message from
God. The Jews hud formed' another estimate
not less unfavorable, and -each form. of error
‘with which the Gospel came intocollision-soon-
formed and formulated its own criticism. But
the Apostolic work went on: +‘We preach
Christ crucified—to the Jews & stumbling-

block, and to the Greeks folly; but to them-
| which are called, onth Jews and Greeks, Christ

the power of God and the wisdom of God.”

Of this. preaching what was .the purpose or
object? - Bt. Paunl answers . To save them
that believe.” - We must beware,. brethren, of
degrading that great, ~great word “saved,”
by reading into it anything -else or less thaa it.
meant for St. Paul, When ‘he speaks of ‘salva-
tion he basin the background of his thought-
the unending ‘ruin from which salvation is a
rescue. He is not thinking of anything that
is limited by time or by this earthly scene ; he
is not thinking of physical, or social, or national
digaster. Incidentally, no doubt, the Gospel
does save mankind from these forms of ruin;
it promotes, within limits, and as. a very
secondary object of ifs activity, the. temporal
well-being of man in his individual and social
capacity, the well-being of his body as well as
of his mind; and, provided that it is under-
stood that we aro using the word in an adapted
sense, thereis no harm in speaking of salva-
tion from mental ignorance, of salvation from
social peril, or salvation from any form of mis-
chief limited strictly to this transitory life.
But when the Apostle speaks of salvation, with-
out explaining its sphere of operation, he
means, beyond all question, a salvation of the
individual human goul -from: yuin, ruin begun
here and rendered beyond the grave permanent
and irretrievable, salvation from eternal death.
From thig ruin He slone could save men, Who
died for them on. the cross, and Who has  the
keys of hell and of death. And the preaching
of the Apostles Prosented Him to the souls of
men, in St. Puul's phrase, as * evidently set
forth erucified' among:them,” as their Saviour,
as their only, their allsufficient Saviour, able
to save to the uttermost-those that come unto
God by Him,

And, once more, who are capable of receiving
this salvation? The Apostle answers, * Them
that believe.” As a matter of fact, then, the
recipients of salvation are a limited elass. Ori-
ginally sulvation is destined {o all mankind by
the Universal Father. * Jesus Christ,” says
the Apostle, “died for all.” But man has the

reat and perilous gift of free’ will, and God
go'es not put force on him and compel him to
accept blessings which in his. folly he chooses
to cast aside. It is because man can at pleasure
sccopt or reject salvation, that salvation oanly
reaches them that believe. Belief is, in its
essence, the act by which the- soul accepls sal-
vation. This is what we learn from the ac-
oounts of conversions under the influence of
Apostolical preaching in the New Testament.
For instance, to the. gaoler's question at
Philippi, “Sirs, what,must I do to be saved?”
St. Paul and St. Silas, answered, ‘Believe on
tho Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.”

Now, what is this belief? It is mot merely
the acceptance of truth by ths understanding,
becsuse the understanding may be active while
the heart and the will are untouched. It isnot
merely an aot of morai confidence, because such
confidence may be*based on mistaken grounds,
on some radical misapprehension about the ob-
ject which is presented to faith. It isamove-

ment of the whole soul, of: all its powers going | P

forth* to- meet the approaching truth; it is

thought, it is affection, it is.trust, it ia gelf-gure'

~

|apprébended:Chrigs. en St. Panl tell
@ heart man | believeth unto -

48 féssio:y;. is..made unto galvatio

,-fce to face with ‘thie nnsédn, hutglearly
Ji ( Thas when St. Paul tells
ugthat “ with, ¢h 2 ‘
rightoustess;” k6 adds, “Zwith the mouth con-
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‘affection; and resolve.. And yet salvation is
not named until the sct of adhesion to Jesus
Chrigt.has. taken & practical, an outward, an
gudible form,—‘ With the mouth confession
is made unto salvation.” In like manneF, St.
Paul tells the Galatians that noither the Jowish
ordingnce of circumcision, nor the absence of
that ordinance, effected salvation in any degree,
but ¢ faith that worketh by love.” A faith that
should not work by love, that should be di-
vorced, from love, would not, in St, Paul’s eyes,
deserve the name of faith; certainly it would
not justify it. Faith -in- Christ. and love for
Christ are separable in idea; they are in fact,
in practice, inseparable in a loving Christian
soul. The anatomist distingnishes clearly
enough between the nervous and. arterial sys-
tems of the human body, and physiologists may
say that oneis more directly concerned with the
maintenance of life from moment to moment
than is the other, but practically, so far as wo
know, life cannot subsist without both arteries
and nerves. And those who insist most earn-
estly on saying, with St. Paul,  we are justified
by faith,” dare not be so false o St. Paul’s
teaching as to add, “wo are justified, oven
though we have no love of God at all in our
hearts.” Faith, then, is an act of the whole
soul, thinking, loving, resolving, trusting.
going forth to meet the truth which approaches
it in the Apostolic message. _ , '
But then faith—Ilet us mark it well—does
not, merely of itself, operate or effect justifica-
tion or salvation. When we say that we are
justified by faith we mean that faith is a title,
an indispensable title certainly, but only a title
to our justification or salvation. If faith of it-
self justified or saved, we should be our own
justifiers, our own saviours, This every Chris-
tian knows is impossible. Our inability to save
ourselves is the very truth which St. Paul lays
down as fundamental before he proceeds to
show how God has saved us through Christ.
No, faith does not, cannot of itself, save; but
faith is the hand which we hold out to receive
the salvation which is wrought for us, and
which we must thus receive in this our hand in

it is our letter of introduction, if you will, to
salvation. We must present it, before He,our
true and only Savionr, works in us His saving
work. This is plain from the case of St. Paul
himself. When St. Panl was converted on the
road to Damascus, he obeyocd by faith the vision
from Heaven; he went into Damascus already
a believer in our Lord Jesus Christ. He waited
for three days, and then Ananias said to him,
“ Arise and be baptised and wash away thy
sins, calling on the name of the Lord.” Then
at his baptiam the full gift'of salvation was be-
stowed on him by his Saviour. Bat, for the ac-
ceptance of this gift, his faith was an indispen-
sable title. Then he became not meraly & dis-
ciple by conviction, but something more, a
member of Christ. And the same truth is ap-

arent on a careful study of the cases of Corne-
iug and the Ethiopian eunuch. Faith was in
either case a condition precedent of sslvation
which was only secured when the convert was
baptised. : -

Pireaching, 2s a means of propagating the
faith and of converting souls to Jesus Christ, is
still what it was in the Apostolic age. But for
Christians in a state of grace, for believing and
loving servants of Christ, listening to & scrmon
is not the first and greatest of Christian privi-
leges.Those who maintain that it is, sometimes
oint to the fact that Weread in the Actsof the
Apostles more of ‘preaching than of assemblies
for worship or for reception of the sacraments.

hére, 4s 80 often in both" Testaments, means,
not’ only the seat or faculty ‘of love, but theg:
centre of the soul’s whole life, and thought, and

order to make it our own. Iaith is' our title, .



