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Of His Lordship the Bishop of ‘Montreal, to the Clergy of
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(Concluded.)

 What, then, is our commission as preachers of the
Go ye into all the world and preach the
to. every creature : go ye und teach all nations,
h’“ﬁlg them in the name of the Father and of the Son
"E;‘ of the Holy Ghost, teaching them to observe all

a0spe] ?

g whatsoever I have commanded you. This com-
s to evangelise the world, which accomplishes
l”f’bject by being so distributed in different hands,
ough the wisdom of him who divideth to every man
“TUly as he will, as to reach all times and places,
ad in which we have ouar part and proportion, within
Sphere respectively assigned to us,—comprehends,

" see, tlie administration of the ordinances of Christ
::;? the training of the people in whatever ¢ has in-
nt.ed or made matter of instruction: but looking
10 that more confined view in which it relates to
impon 2 in the common acceptation of the term, how
’ nt, how pregnant with momentousconsequences,
W awfully responsible is the task of the preacher |—
4 What is to be his prominent and primary abject ?
.tbi,' to be his grand and leading theme? I will

: m“‘ that I am not excluding direct practical in-
? c‘“?n.: Iinsist upon it: I hold the neglect of it

ke un-evangelical and of mijsahine -~ wewe
dm ey wua ko veneve tnat to(lbe truly faithful, a min-

::ler Must so preach as will, in many places, subject him
the charge of pot preaching the Gospel, as Scott,
(‘hhough his views are, in some instances, marked
!ﬁ n? faiut tiage of dissent,) has well observed that
k ~1‘3.3( we= DOw upon earth, there are many quarters
Which ne would be called a legal preacher :—
ut, ths being understood, what, I ask, is to be the
Promaent and primary object, what i

- g s to be the grand
:ue €ading theme of the christian preacher ? what is

hu‘:: th? pervading vein which is to run through all
® teaching of every kind? Is it not to magnify the
of the Lord Jesus? to act as the ambassador of
cileq t:) bceseeching men in Christ's stead, to be recon-
Gods s 0d ? to testify the Gospel of the Grace of |
e Preach peace by Jesus Christ 2 to preach the
p"ﬂl'vel.‘y riches of Christ? to know nothing, com-
i crupgy among the hearers, but Jesus Christ and
F Gog aﬁ:; ':h t preach Christ crucified as the power |
With g, ehunsdumqf God 2—We have to deal |
e e s bntt € execution of our message, not as
l*ntance’- au as sinners whom we are to eall to re-
the iustru’m S spiritually .sick to whom we are to be
g :lnts o}f applying the remedies of the phy-
-k ‘one has power to heal and to save,—the

¥ of his blood to wash them clean from the le-

] pondently, owe the same kind of explanations to their

people.

the Bible Society,—that dazzling institution whicl
undeniably has effected extensive good,—we should
take care to counteract any such impressions as that

we are attached.

these. T'o me, I do confess that it has always appeared
a great fallacy to ocay thay tue Bible Soclely rests

stmply upon the common acknowledgment of the Bible.
It appears to me rather to rest upon an assumgtion
that God has provided nothing else but the Bible for
the work of religion upon earth; that there is the Bible,
and every man is to make what he can of it, and that
is the way in which the Christian Faith is to be pro-
pagated over the world. Whereas in the Bible itself,

istry constituted, and here thie questions present them-
selves in limine, who is to dispense those sacraments ?
and where and what is that ministry? If it be really
not agreeable, if it be most plainly in opposition to
what we find in the Bible, that there should be an in-
finite diversity of christian teaching, and an unrestric-
ted multiplication of sects, and a still accumulating
creation ad libitum of new ministries, without any ne-
cessity of tracing up their title to a distinct and aa-
thenticated source ;*—if, as we believe, there be no
authority, which can be produced from the Bible to
shew that, provided men agree (supposing that, argu-
menti gratid, to be possible,) upon a certain well un-
derstood standard of essentials, all these divisions and
subdiyisions and varieties and irregular formations, in
some of which the sacraments are dropped out or al-
tered in their application,—are to be regarded as col-
lectively making up the proper idea and exhibition of
the Christian Church—then I apprehend that we may
warrantably stand aloof from any amalgamation with

sy 2 n
ot O their guilt, and the remedy of his Spirit to

Work }
v “:nt:em repentance uniy life, to give them a new |
i the @ new spirit, to strengthen them with might |

"l:;'; man, to fill them with peace and joy in be-
'&""Bw;un to cause them # bring forth the fruits of |

i €58 which are by Jesus Christ, unto the glory {
'_idm:m;eof Glod.—1t is very true that we do not
fy g, . aptized attendants upon the christian minig- |
{a ) they were Heathens, we do tiot address them |
uley b St we commit a great mistake if we do,)as ifl
Ay, i

{

vever keard all these things, but we have to |

S8 4 v s
.g"i‘ o> 4 vast proportion of the company of professed “

o n worshippers; as if they-Hiud-vever felt and | would be behind none in our desire to promote the | must evidently draw a line somewhere, even with refer-

ang pers:,hem; as if, with reference to any home-felt !
Tioyg and"al application on their own part, of the glo- |

We n"g"ﬂg certain strange things to their ears.—
ang Ot addresy the

TN X m (at least we are very wron
o) i e, s el i
& ;l €8es of the covenant, but we must address them
eremey had not improved their privileges, as if they
not following up their obligations; as if they
. DOt, as 4 matrer of course, still 7emaining, sc-
b '8 to the language of the baptismal Office, in
- ;‘:mber of te faithful and elect children of God; |
» although they are of Israel, they were notg

Sraelites indeeq,
"Th‘ ,high ground of Gospel truth is a ground which
% ":u" tnflinchingly, unswervingly keep—nothing,
wo

“thing uld share in the hopes of llle Apogtle that
divige should divide him from Christ, nothing must
S g, l““ from it, in life or in death: we must hold
Owers here and carry, always in harmony with
‘“n‘ Views of Religion, our monitions and exhorta-
toy ,e both private and public, as well (o‘lhe sick as
are E}: 019,—taking heed at the same time that we
L AMPLES; the believers in'word, in conversa-
unch_’"' iy, in spirit, in faith, in purity. Unless
de o":dfmt'hl:ul, earnest, exewplary, heavc_enly-minded,
Cithey : Winisters of Christ, it is to very little purpose
vay O charge upon men the doctrines f’f Grace or
Whey :t the Apostolicity of our Communion. Alas!
'ye. B all look at our deficiencies and compare our-
ul’t\.'“h the exalted standard which is proposed to
3 'f'lhere. be one who has the task allotted to him
his :rg“‘g his brethren, can he fail to find an echo in
' bosom to the words of St. Bernard, Nou quod
Ffeos, g f“_ﬂ'am dico : sed quod facere vellem et non
N;I’@hltet et non facere piget.f
ertheless, this is not all.  To sound the trum-
‘x!'o 800d tidings and to carry on the direct warfare
a 108t the devil, the world and the flesh, in teaching
ire . .Personal example, is not all. We should de-
deyii With (?hilllngworth, to have no enemies but the
toa:d sin.  But so it cannot be. There are er-
With, hehf"’mbatted: there are differences to be de.alt
di .10 and without ; there is a swarm of preju-
ally ¢ '8¢onceptions and misrepresentations perpetu-
Attack . th aten off, and perpetually returning to the
Maintgiy, €re is a side to be chosen and a stand to'be
Subject Upon certain points which are made .the
Syste, Qu€stion and the test of party; there is a
%ut, in ) 'rain of prescribed ordinances to be (Earned
or 4, . Patience, watchfulness, fidelity and wisdom,
'lnld : edyf,/}-,,g of the body of Christ,—a series of acts
8 .czw“, 10 which we are to help on the individual
in !h'eirlf\mmed to us, step by stepand stage after stage,
L J(;utney, and in none can we say that there is
of di: versary mnor evil occurrent: there aré many
q ate features of our system to be defended and
* there is the plausible fallacy to be encoun-
they hat because they are of subordinate importance
Ny therefore, of none.
differ b rhe.ference, indeed, to points upon which men
thege I thln the Church itself, there are some, and
b"ﬂom Shall first touch upon, which are considered,
tioy 0",’_0.'_' understanding, as open questions, in rela-
Which the Bishop, consequently, cannot as-
oy : dictatorial tone nor insist upon this course. Or
itﬁ"xe::{ but upon which, T do not know that it is
oéqlione ! to hiin to state his own opinion upon an
COnliey ‘31(6 the present, however it may happen to
" With that of persons entitled to bis utmost
r.%“:“.bm at least he may offer advice upon the
0 which those who think with him, should
%, berly he side which they have embraced. In.fa-ct,
t 4ps, owes it to his Clergy, while he continues

Staip ¢

o

ti w;?rve & marked line of proceeding in any ques-

g!'io ich divides the Church, to put them in pos-
of his reasons for doing so, and they, corres-

. £ B St e
Quj \'vle WAy trust that a remark made by the great Montes-
om0 the Christian Clergy, the Clergy of the Church of
-hf"’plni g in his view, will at least, in the sense here in con-
*'.‘llv on, never derive support from what is to be seen among
Gio qui Hf fpeaks of the zeal of the Jesuits pour une R'eh-
’QQ.“. humilie pien plus cenx qui l'écoutent que cent qui la

t MOdit.; eap. VI.

fan--" © Surpwe Sngoo ¥ 0w Rﬂ»!,h%‘..pp\)nlﬂ:ﬂ'b}'tn‘c\.ﬂ\.u———du uca Vitcn Tapiesscu |
never been made partakers of the by those who are themselves specially anxious to give
| a strong extraneous bias to the readers of Scripture,

sl.mu!d conceive the act to imply (and surely it is |
difficult to escape from such a view of the question,) |
a recognition of what we believe that the Bible does |
not teach, and to be equivalent to giving in our adhe- |
sion to a system of operations different from that by |
which the Apostles planted the Faith among the na- |
tions. We conceive that we should commit ourselves |
to a vast deal more than merely assisting in the circu- “

. . . . ‘
lation of the Scriptures,—for, if this were all, we |

work. While we unreservedly and cordially subscribe !
to the language of our own Articles, Homilies, and |

Scripture alone, for the basis of all saving truth, we |

| conceive it to be a wholly untenable ground to take I

|
{
|
|
{
|

but expressed just in such a manner, that men, to be J‘
commonly consistent, ought to give to their unlettered |
brethren the Bible in the original tongues, and te tell |
them that they want no Church nor Mivistry to trans- |
late it, for they have the promise that they shall be all |
taught of God, and they must not lean upon man. _In {
fact, it is not unfrequently seen that, under the colour

of standing fast in the liberty wherewith Christ has made

us freeand calling no man our JSather or masfer. on

earth, appeals are too unscrupulously "Iad‘e to the

lurking old Adam in the boson of man, and his natural

pride and impatience of restraint are the more

dangerously fostered, because the occasion is ministered

to him, of clothing them with the semblaunce of a cer-

tain spiritual enlargement and elevation of mind and

a conscientious and manly assertion of his christian

birthright,

These remarks apply generally to all those mixed
operations in Religion or religious education, in which
the Church loses her distinctive place and character,
and, by so many degrees, sinks in one great element
of her efficiency in the world, while other parties who
have nothing to lose of the same kind, are naturally
rejoiced to bring her down to their own level, and
petfectly appreciate their advantage in doing so.—
They apply also to all those occasions of daily occur-
rénce, in which men flatter one another with the per-
suasion that they really are liberal and enlightened, if
they attach no importance to differences in Religion
and can fluently run off certain phrases respecting
denominational preferences and sectarian views, under
which term they would, by a singular inversion, com-
prehend the consistent preservation of Church-princi-
ples ana the conscientious and well-examined main-
tenance, with no breach whatever of charitable feeling,
of the line of distinction between the Church and
Sectarianism properly so called.f I am happy to be-
lieve that it is not necessary for me to spend much
labour in insisting or enlarging upon notions at once
so shallow and so perilous as those which I am here
combating: but as they prevail very extensively in
the world and are perfectly accommodated to the
spirit of the world and are echoed right and left by
the daily. press,—with no small share of odium thrown
upon those who entertain contrary sentiments, we have
here a duty to perform in endeavouring to correct this
tendency in that portion of the public mind which is

* What the early Chureh thought respecting the necessity
of a regularly warranted title to the Ministry, (although even
the Schismatics and heretics of that day never dreamt of such
a deviation from original order as that of dispensing with Epis-
copal Church Government,) appears, among numberless other
instances, from the following words of the martyr Bishop, Cyp-
rian :—Hi sunt qui se ullro apud temerarios convenas, sine di-
vind dispositione, praficiunt, qui se prep sine ulld ordina-
tionis lege constituunt, qui, -piscopatum dante, episcop
sibi nomen assumunt. Tract: de simplic: prelat.

t Tovg 0t peplopbve ptvvere wg apxiy kakwy says ano
ther martyr Bishop nearer to the Apostles, (Ignat: ad Smyr-
neos) and he only echoes the language of St. Paul and of the
Lord himgelf, I bhave in different former publications, endea-
voured to indicate the mischiefs done to the cause of the Gospel,
by the divided and disjointed state of the Protestant world, but
so far as what I bave said is at all known or remembered, it
will be observed that ! have always acknowledged the faults of
our own party, and have been willing that we should bear our
just ghare of the blame. : ;

In going back to the fathers and applying their testimonies,
to things around us, it is sad indeed ‘to observe with what close
and remarkable exactness the following passage from Lactantius,
exposing the discord to be wit 4 among the ancient
philosophers, as contrasted with the unity, in its own proper
subsistence, of the Faith which they opposed, will now serve to
describe the separations among Christians themselves, in their
effect upon the cause of Chsist in the world: Sed cum inter se
magna tatione dissideant que ipsi plerumgque discor-
dent, apparet eorum iter nequaquam esse directum : siquidém
sibi quique proprias vias impresserunt, confusionengue magnam
quarentibus veritatem reliquerunt. ~Alas! that any enemy of the
Faitb, Mahometan or Pagan, Jew or Sceptic, should be able to
turn against us a passage like this and to say— Suo sibi hunc
Jugulo gladio!

I thiuk, then, that with reference, for example, to

if we decline to support this Society, it is because we

are determined to keep up old prejudices and party
spitit; because we are indifferent, if not hostile to the
free circulation of the word of God; because we want
to substitute human authority for divine; or because
we are afraid of the effect of an unfettered recourse,
to the Scriptures, upon the set of principles to which
We ought not, in the jealousy which
we should manifest over every thing which cau effect
| the estimation, and, consequently the profitableness of’
|.our ministry, to be content with feeling that we have
good grounds for what we do, and so let men think
and say what they choose: we ought to make it un-
derstood, (that is, so far as it is left in our power fo do
so, for we know, unhappily, that there are parties who
do not choose to understand us, and will not let us be
understood any where, if they can help it,)—we ought
to make it understood that, whether we are right or
wrong in declining to support the Bible Society, we
do not decline upon any such grounds whatever, as

we find that there are sacraments ordained and a min- |

accessible to our influence, and seeking to infuse
sounder principles, and habits of thinking of less
hurtful consequence.  Many most sincere Christians
1 | are led into errors upon these points in which they
stand upon common ground with the worldling and
the sceptic who are indifferent to all religion, and who,
while the God of this world hath blinded their eyes
and hidden from them the Zlght of the Gospel, look
down from an imaginary elevation, uponthe proceedings
of those who earnestly contend fir the faith once deli-
vered to the Saints, as upon a squabble of mere party
zealots. Few, very few men know how to preserve a
clear and discriminative line in reasoning and in form-
ing their conclusions upon questions, great or small,
which are agitated in the world; and thus many are
seen to confound the principles of toleration with the
want of all principle attaching to latitudinarianism ;
many are led to think that Decause persecution and
compulsion in Religion are equally unchristian and |
unwise, therefore, (although some will impose one
limitation and some another upon such a principle,)
all forms which religious faith may assume, are equally
to be esteemed, encouraged and supported.  Whereas,
in point of fact, an idea like this, if properly examined,
will be found only to begin and end in infidelity.—
There is something plausible, something soothing to
our self-love -vmething which flatters the mind of
man with a false idea of its own expansiveness and
lsuperiority, in the sentiment which we find embodied
in the standard poetry of our language, and which
corresponds very closely with language often used by
| zealous believers, with little suspicion of its real ulti-

| mate tendency, to express their views of liberality and
i lave,—

“ For modes of faith let graceless zealots fight,
His can't be wrong whose life is in the right.”
a statement of the case, which, in a sense somewhat
different from that intended by the poet, is correct ; |
because a troly christian life would be the evidence
of a true faith and is not to be found apart from it
among men—but, according to the notion meant to
be conveyed,* it is only by a few steps removed from
the language of the same poet, in his well-known uni-
versal prayer,—
“ Father of all, in every age
And every clime adored,
By saint, by savage, or by sage,
Jehovah, Jove or Lord.”

~and what christian can fail immediately to perceive
| the character of infidelity stamped upon these lines,
[ in which the idea of a real Revelation from God as
| distinguished from the inventions of wmen in Religion,
| is plaioly, although inferentially, excluded and the
 filthy abominations and revolting cruelties of heathen
| superstition, whether among the great and polished
| nations of historical renown, or the various shades of

S0 heterogeneous amass, and may be permitted calinly | barbarism and semi-barbarism which develope them- : .
and charitably to state that, by taking our place, -as  selves in different branches of the human family, are ERRBHE but. abhorrence ;. forgeiting, that Gop, made
one among many, in the aggregation of sects, we Placed upon a par with the grace and truth which | o'kt Wery good,and rested-han- male-Aviies

came by Jesus Christ.

What the world calls liberality, therefore, is some-
thing which, as the commissioned guardians of God's
eternal truth and the appointed dispensers of those
remedies which he has provided against the curse and
venom of sin, we should at least be cautious in adopt-
ing. We ought to consider, if we open one barrier
after another what we are doing, and where, in other
hands to which it must pass, it is likely to stop. We

ence to those who profess and call themselves Chris-

narrow the circle more than our dispositions would
prompt us to desire, we must not be afraid of the

tonarrow it more than is judged necessary by others
who are our own brethren in the ministry, we must be
content to bear the pain caused to our feelings by
that difference—but we shall do well, if we cannot
convince them that we are right, at least to satisfy
them that we act from honest and not uvexamined
conviction ourselves.

The same remark is appropriate in the question
respecting Temperance Socicties.  Very hard things
are sometimes said of our Clergy because, in the vast
majority of instances, they do not unite with these
associations; and these hard thingsare pot likely to

imputation, as if we could not rebut it, that we do not
choose to take our part in the movement, because we
do not choose to forego our own indulgence. S_nll
less are they likely to be softened by our railing against
the Temperance Societies, or denying that they h.av‘e
effected any good, or venting mere sarcasm and ridi-
cule against these institutions, of which very excellent
men among. our own clergy, and more of the same
stamp among the Episcopal Clergy of the United
States-are members and champions. I believe there
may be cases in which, upon the Apostolic principle
that # is good neither to eat flesh nor to drink wine, nor
anything whereby thy brother stumbleth, or is qﬂb.nfled,
or is made weak, it may be right for the Clergy, if no
obstacle be found in the effect upon their health, to
adopt the rule of the Temperance Societies in tl:eir
own personal practice which, of course, does not im-
ply that they must join in membership. Bu't tl1ere
are other cases in which, upon the very same principle,
and in the right and commendable exercise of the
wisdom of the serpent they will-avoid, by any needless
austerity and rigour, to damage the influence which
they possess for good ; and, with a single eye to the
glory of God, the good of the Cburch, and ll}e
good of souls, will rather expose themselves to b.e,. in
some quarters, called wine-bibbers, with their divine
master, than to be branded in other quarters as fan-
atics, for following, in this poiut the discipline of the
Baptist. Intaking sucha course, however, upon tllese
or other grounds, they ought to be prepar.cd to jus-
tify it; and men ought to know what -their grounds
are. Men who do not know it, ought to know that
there aie a great number of holy and exemplary per-
sons who decline connection with the Temperance
Societies, and that both clergymen and laymen, far
from being chargeable, on this account, with a tenacity
of personal comfort and indulgence, a charge which is
the precise echo of that which is»brought against the
marriage of the Clergy, by the champions of Rome,
may bave strictly conscientious scruples respecting,
not only the expediency, but the very lawfuloess of
these Societies. They may conceive that what they
have to teach mankind by precept and example, is to
know, in all points, how to use this world as not abusing
i, how to practise discretion and self-control without
renouncing the objects which afford exercise to those
qualities ; how to partake of the grod creatures and
gifts of God, of which wine having the power of
intoxication is manifestly represented in the bible
as one, without passing the bounds befitting a fol-
lower of Christ. ~ They may conceive that it is
wrong and of hurtful consequence, as a general princi-
ple; to impose upon men the necessity of forswearing

* I am well aware that the celebrated Bishop Warburton,
both in the notes of his edition of the works of Pope and in a
series of letters (which last, however, I have never seen,) pub-
lished expressly for the object of defending the Essay on Man,
bas undertaken to vindicate his friend from the imputation of
disparaging Revelation in theése two lines. But what it is in-
tended here to shew, is that these latitudinarian views in Reli-
gion, tend to infidelity, and that the sentiment of this distich is
only & stepping: stone to the sentiment of the Universal Prager,

It is rather a singular account of the Eesay on Man, which
is found in a biographical notice of Warburton—* It is univer<
sally believed that the author had, in the composition of it,
adopted the philosophy of Lord Bolingbroke, whom, on this

ion, he had followed as his guide, without understanding
the tendency of his principles.”

Societies, that if, upon grounds like these, we feel it
our duty to stand apart from them,'we must remem-
ber that we stand apart from a movement which, as
there is reason to believe, sweeps in many religious
teachers by the mere force of its popularity ; which is
caught at, among them, as an engine of-influence to
further particular interests and designs; and which
‘ fe. 4 tians, in our recognition of what is safe and solid in | ' applauded and countenanced:by many laymen who
e, tremendous truths which we proclaitn, we { Ordination service, respecting the sufficiency of holy | Christianity, and if we conscientiously see reason to ?;2;"?::;}2; ':&Z::gvzr:g; a;l)lra:ll:l‘:::?h‘:flrlg\lltgg;
and that we are consequently called upon in a power-
fishyne e2pdsed by the course which we have taken.
We have here an additional incentive to that ceaseless
circumspection which should prompt us, in our love to
the cause committed to us, to take heed that the ad-
versary shall have no evil thing to say of us; and to
watchfulness over ourselves, in constant recourse, by
prayer, to the succours of the Divine Spirit, which is
necessary to our exhibiting the devotednees to our
work, the holiness of life, the humility of temper, and
the religious subjection of the flesh to the spirit, which
shotld eminently ‘characterize the man of God, and
without which he cannot be worthy of the name;

. T e B without which he will only hurt the 'Chureh, by any
be sofzened by our sceming quietly to acquie \

generally admitted to be openquestions in the Church.
assumed and deviationshave been practised and defend-
ed, wholly incapable of being justified upon any sound

and safe principles whatever, and irreconcilable with

land.

l what, if formed in the school of Christ, they onght to
know how to make use of; and apply it to its proper
| purpose, in moderation; such moderation being a
| pervading maxim of the life of faith. They may urge
that the love of money is said to be the root of all
evil; yet we do not teach men that the use of money
must be extirpated, we teach them to use it rightly and
beneficially.  They may view with distrust and alarm
which ought not to be lightly treated, the inroads of a
fystem which, professing to effect a vast moral reno-
vation among mankind, and, io a manuer, to regeuer-
ate them by masses, without making the Gospel its
strament either directly and exclusively or by ne-
; Cessary concomitancy, vpens a door to more extensive
and more serious consequences than can, at the mo-
Went, be discerned. They may entertain very decided
objections, which cannot be justly resolved into mere
Piejudiced or interested opposition, to the exaction of
Pledges to man,to a particular effect, which-effect if it
be really nothing more than the observance of Temper-
ance, has been long before comprehended in the pledges
given to God himself by every ba.ptized person who by
stbsequent acts has recognized his baptism ; or, if it be
something more than the temperance respecting which
St. Paul reasoned before Felix, then outgoes the de-
mands uf the Guspel aud Breins tu vl —:-v‘hc_i Svaad

ard above it. They may judge that the first display of
h® miraculous power which the Lord Jesus was
plased to make upon Jearth, appears to be setin a
questionable light by the language held at Temper-

to gror in religion, quite unsuspected by men who,
fron the best motives are eager advocates of what is
called the Temperance movement and the Temperance
cause, proceedings which have something evidently in
tommon with those of certain authors of schism and
propagators of false opinions in the early Church who
tulfilled the prophetic descriptions® at which I have
dready glanced, and of whom the following account is
gven by the learned and accurate Bingham, in his
Antiquities of the Christian Church :—

“ Many Hereticks, such as the Manichees, Priscil-
limists and others, pretended to be more spiritual and
refned, because they abstained from wineand flesh as
things unlawful and unclean; and upon this score
censured the Church as impure and carnal, for allow-
ing men in the just and moderate use of them. Ifany
Clergymen, therefore, so far complied with Hereticks,
as either in their judgment to approve their errors, or
in their practice by an Universal Abstinence,"'~—(ob-
serve the expression)—‘“to give suspicion of their
siding with them, they nade themselves obnoxious to
the highest censures. ~ The Apostolical Canons order,
that if any Bishop, Presbyter, or Deacon, or any other
Clerk, abstain from marriage, flesh, or wine, not for

male, and speaking evil of the workmaunship of Gop ;
unless he correct his error, he shall be deposed, and
cast out of the Church.”

I shall simply add, upon the subject of Temperance

righ-toned assertion of her-principles.
So far with respect to some exanples of what are

But there are other points in which liberties have been

our obligations as Clergymen.of the Church of Eng-
1 shall not repeat here what I have felt myself
called upon to say upon former occasions respecting
those views and leanings of whicl the depreciation of
the word of God, as the guide of man,} is one dan-
gerous feature, and of which the extreme development
has been the attempt actually to force,—ut Serpentes
avibus geminentur, tigribus agni,—the Aoglican Con-
fession of Faith into an accordance with the decrees
of the Council of Trent. It is not at all pecessary, I
am happy to persuade myself, that upon points of this
nature, 1, in this Diocese, should come back again and
again to the charge. I should certainly feel it my
duty to do so, if I were to see it our horizon, indica-
tions of the danger here in question.  Others, so pre-
d'sposed, may possibly descry it for it has always
ard every where been found that to raise the cry of
approximation to Rome, however utterly causeless and
unjust, and even opposite to the fact, will serve the
purpose of blinding the eyes of men against a discern-
ment of the reality of the case, by the ready use of
a word of charm which, in a manner, unites the winds
and at once envelops the whole ground of discussion
in thickening clouds of dust. Such a practice, there-
fore, is much too tempting and too easy, to admit of
the expectation that it can be over looked by parties
openly or covertly opposed to what the Church of
Eogland truly is—parties possecsed by the burning
and irrepressible love of controversy, or anxious to
naintain some particular views in which the Church,
rightly and fairly regarded, stands much in their way,
or animated by a latent desire, natural to the human
heart, to pull down constituted authority and to sub-
stitute a0 influence over the minds of men, in the
wielding of which they can be personally made pro-
minent. And, therefore, the ready and convenient
alarm about Rome will be insinuated or declared.
Yet, in honest reality, the correctives which we of the
Clergy have occasion, so far as may be permitted to
us, to admibister to the prevailing tone and tendency
of publie sentiment, in Church matters, in this Diocese,
—far_from_ being applied to check an over-dove
spirit of Churchmanship, an over-strained appreciation
of cutward ordinances, an excessive veneration for or-
der, for authority, for unity and co-herence, for main-
tenance of rule, for love of ancient usage, and proper
ecclesiastical effect in the arrangements of the house
of God,—ought precisely to be enlculafed to york in
an opposite manver, for I almost think that our peo-
ple, taken as a whole, are behind all the world at this
day, in the favourable change which has passed over
the Church of England in a proper regard to all the
points just indicated as capable of being carried to an
— e
¢ Found in 1 Tim. iv. 1 sce,
$T1pocexew 0t roig pognFatg tEaipirive O o sva’y_yelim

‘i« the rule for counter-working mischievous influencesin the
Churchy left to-us by St. Ignatius, who will never be charged
with oot beiog sufficiently high in the assertion of Church

ance meetings, and in T'emperance publications, They literation of it can be fairly established and main-
may be strongly inclined to associate with tendencies | tained—of divine service; the solicitous provision

the heart of the righteous sad whon God hath not made
sad, and to strengthen the hands of the wicked by pro-
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extreme ; a regard which, if kept within due bounds,
is wmore closely interwoven than many persons will
consent to believe, with her zeal and with her efficiency,
in the exalted task to which she is called; with the

 prospects of her advantageously recommending the
| truth as it is in Jesus,—(in magnifying the native
: power of which, it is quite a anistake to exclude the
effect of auxiliary and subordinate influences,)—to
| the world of nominal believers, to the classes of men
: in christian lands who look with a disdainful or doubt-
! ing eye either upon the Faith itself or upon our pro-
| fession of it, to the blinded idolater of Paganism and
to the dimly seeing di-ciple, in the east or in the west,
of any of the debased and superstitious forms of Chris-
tianity.

The dereliction of Church principles, thenin another
direction from that of assimilation to the standard of
Rome; although I do not anticipate among my breth-
ren of the Clergy, the prevalence of any other than an
acquiescing sentiment in what I amn about to say,—
may challenge some few brief remarks. Men who
are uninformed upon the subject with which they un-
dertake to deal, charge us with Popery or Tractari-
anism, by which they meun a mudification of Popery, if
! we uphold the essential difference between our Church
; and asy furee afdiscont. the Agoﬁto,“c sutLvonivu uf was
| Bishops; the legitimateapplication of the term Regener-
| ation to the performance of baptism, the efficacy of the
| Sacraments, if rightly. received, as vehicles of grace,
| the expediency of the freguent iteration—the daily

made for reverential and solemn and touching effect in
the worship of God, in the points of Architecture,
Church-music, the whole conduct of our liturgical per-
formances, the whole spirit of our regulations estab-
lished for the work of the service in the house of the
Lord. If there are men who conscientiously oppose
us in these points, let them oppose us; acd if they
cannot be convinced that they are mistaken in doing
50, let them remain in their opinion—only do not let
them say that they are attached to the system of the
Church of England—that they are, in heart and in
affection and in judgment members of that Church ;
for in every single point which has been enumerated, I
have stated what is distinctly and prominently, plainly,
and undeniably characteristic of that Church. If they
agree with us, as many bodies of Dissenters do, in some
leading points of doctrine, that will not make them
Church of England men, if they dissent from us in the
points here in question, even if these did not, as they
do, involve points of doctrine; the very utmost that
can be then said is, that they are only partially] Dis-
senters, but certainly Dissenters to a sufficient extent
to fall within the category of Dissent,

I shall, however, forbear from any further remarks,
except upon one of these points. I mean the use of
the word Regeneration as applied to Baptism. 1 say
as upplied to Baptism, for if any man who cordially con-
sents to such an application of it yet considers that it
may also bear an application to an ulterior change
which, alas ! in a vast proportion of baptized subjects,
is too evidently needed—with him, T am not prepared
to maintain that we have a right absolutely to quarrel,
provided he carefully guard his use of the word,
(aithough we might prefer another ourselves,) against
doing avy prejudice to views exhibited in the formula-
ries of the Church, and against giving any encourage-
ment to the establishment of certain tests of conver-
sion, of which it is not unfrequently the effect to make

——
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multiplied upon whose state of ‘mind, the efficacy of
fest consequence would be iy, that we could not know

fore, who has been really baptized, and who has not'y
and the baptisi of soue among ourselves here pre<
sent, who are commissioned to baptize others might, for'
what we know, have beenuu!l.  Can it be re:iionawy
supposed for one instant, that baptism wus sclemniy
instituted by Christ to leaye men, with reference to
the benefits attaching to it, upou a footing, €6 utterly
precarions as this? Or can any man deliberatelv”
believe that such an idea was in the conteiplation of

tion of the indubitable nature of the truth'ss declared,’”
she declares it * cerfain that children whoare baptized,
dyiug before they commit actual ein, are wadonbledly
saved.” ;

I have detained you too long, and must amit many
points upon which I should ‘have been glad to speak;
but I have yet one or two intimations to make to you,
which I will endeavour as bricfly as possible (o (lls;'mse'
of,

In my last Charge, T recommended that, where
WIDIE Coula nuk as yri ve aong, in e way ol cbserving

the appointed holidays of the Church, the observance
of three particular days (besides Christmas day amd
Good ' Friday, which I took it for granted to be
observed everywhere without exception,) namely, of
Ash-Wednesday with the use of the Commination-
Service, Ascension-day and All Saints, should at once
be introduced. And I stated my 7easons for this re-
commendation. . I now request my brethren to receive
it irl the light of an injunction, and T propose to niake
it the subject of enquiry in my periodical visitations,
The Law in this. countsy is exeeedingly defeclive\
upon the subject of the solemuization of Marriage,
and the rules of the Church canvot be enforced
respecting the performance of the ceremouny in the
House of God, without exposing our Clergy when
they have to do with the more lax or ill-instrueted
| adherents to our Communion, to the mortifying and
most . improper consequence. of being told that the
parties, althoagh otk professedly belouging to us, wilt
have recourse elsewhere, which threat i3 accordingly
carried into execution: unless, indeed, there is a de-
licacy or something better, to be found on the part of
all the .other ministers, who may be accessible, which
forbids their interference with our disciplive,~a view
of the case which I am not aware to be entertained in -
any such quarter. . Itnever cav be our part, however,
to yield up our own duty of conformity ta the edifying
and reverent practice of the Chuich in this behalf;,
because there may be some of our people. who wilk
not conform with us; and I wish it to be understood
that our Clexgy ave pot at liberty in this Diogese.
either to_ administer baptism . to children in health. or,
to gelebrate marriage, in any other place than the
Church, except: when the parties reside at such dis-
tance from any Church as to be precluded from
habitually attending it for public worship. :
In the same. manner, the great and mischievous
facility which. is.given in oiher quarters, to the per=:
formance of marriage, whether from the evasion of the.
law or from the deficiency of its provisions, in relation
to the due and full publication of Bauus, must not, ag
whatever risk of consequences, be a precedent for us, -
It'must be admitted, at the same time, that, there are

particular cases, where, from the actual impossibility
of earrying out the letrer of the rule, in its application

mising hime life, 1 do think. mv bret that
Scriptare reh{tmg to the l»apnsm ()l‘;\(l‘\lf" 1

the rite, containing expressions whicl it is not safe to

apply, in-an unqualified manner, to the case of infants,

But with reference to tliose who would wholly disjoin

Regeneration from baptism, who  would foreibly put

asunder what God hath joined together, the being born

of waTeR and of the spigit, 1 would observe that they

not ooly refuse to hear the voice of the early Church,

and repudiate the distinet and positive declarations of |
the Church of England, conveyed partly in the form

of. solemn prayer to- God himself, in _her Offices of

Baptism and Confirmation, her Catechism, Articles and

Homilies,-but openly desert the doctrines of the Re-

format on ‘at large, and set themselves against the

whole array of theologians who, in that crisis, digested

iuto system the capital truths of the word of God. 1

may be permitted to state that I have examined fif-

teen Confessions of Faith of that date, drawn up in

Latin, being @ collection of the Confessions of Faith
of the Reformed countries, including the British Isles ;

and that with one very obscure exception, I find them
all employing the language of the Church of England,
or lax;guage closely accordant with hers, with refer-
ence to regeneration and adoption in baptism. . I also
find Calvinin bis Iostitutes distinetly admitting the
same view of the case. I find it agaim in the baptis-
wal Liturgy of the French Walloon Churches, a copy
of which, published a century ago, is in my possession.
I meet with it once more in the * Litanies of Baptism,”
in use among the Moravians or the Uuited Brethren.
And it has been pointed out to me by one of my own
Clergy here present, that it appears in the celebrated
Westminster Confession of Faith, drawn up by the As-
sembly of Divines, as also in their larger and shorter
Catechisms which are incorporated with that Confes-
sion. Another, also here present, has furnished me
with the copy of a hymn of which Charles Wesley was
the author, prepared for the occasion of baptism in the
Wesleyan body, in which the same sentiment is pocti-
cally expanded.

We are not bound by any of these authorities ex-
cept our own Church. But it is useful to shew the
error of those who suppose that, in this and in other
points, the Clergy of the Church of England are speak-
ing the language of the Church of Rome when, in point
of fact, they are speaking that of their own Church
and at the same time of the oracles; in many instances,
of the very parties who bring the charge against
them.

I believe that there are few greater mistakes, among
the multitude of mistakes into which, through the in-
firmity of fallen nature, men are betrayed in matters of
religion, than the mistake of supposing that, by main-
taining the views of the Reformation upon this poeint,
we are endangering vital and spiritual Religion, and
teaching mén blindly to rely upon the opus operatum
of the Sacrament, as if the business of their salvation
were done once for all. The prayer of the Church
that the baptized child may ever remuin in the num-
bet of God's faithful and eleet ehildren, and the charge
to the Sponsors respecting its training, may, of them-
selves, suffice for an answer to sucha supposition. It
is, indeed a sad, althongh a very ¢ommon error, in
running away from formalism and superstition and the
ascription of merit to ceremonial works, to run into
the opposite extreme, and to hold it for an evidence of
spirituality to deprgcllte the ordinances of the Faith,
as well as the stated observances of the Church. And
let us beware how weso dangerously tamper with words
or rather so violently wrent¢h them to our purpose, as to
force an escape from the doctrine of the Church upon
the point here in question, either in a broad and gene-
ral view of the subject, or byrecourse to the contingency
of particular circumstances, such as faith or the want
of it, in the Sponsors, upon which we may imagine the
efféct of the performance to depend. Such a notion
as that at which in particular, I laye here glaoced,
appears to be of close affinity with the Romish doctrine

tharg, | -
t reciptents of

to the residents of remote settlamente whawa :

Whatever may be the practice of ofher parties witle

referénce to our people who, in the ease of contracting
matrimony, are. fmpelled —either for. the sake of

escaping questions or proenring some little momentary.
accommodation to their worldly couveniehee, or avnids

ing the seriousness and bolingss with which we desive

to invest the-eccasion,—culpably to desest. their owm

Chiureh,—we must pever-regard  this as a ground for

making reprisals, if parties, neither of them. belonging

to-us, from some personal offence taken ov other diffi-

culty in their own Communion, apply to our. Clergy to,

be united together. . 1t happens, occasionally, thag

two Roman Catholiesy desirous of being ubited to~

gether, embarrassed by some of the multiplied rules of

their Church or not choosing to.submit to the exacs

tions -of their- Clergy, apply to the. Clergy of the

Church of England: In such cases as these; I feel \t

to be my duty to direct - that our ministrations should be

decidedly refased. Our Clergy standing in no efficinl
rekation to- either of the parties, they have evidently

and apon the fuce of ~the thing, no claim npon our
servige; and it pever can possibly conduce to the,
dignity or credit of the Church of  England, that she.
should: be made the mere convenience, for the neceagion,
of persons who come 1o her, because they eannot or
will not settle the matter with their owa Clergy, a8
they by their rules, require. It ecannet raise the
estimation of out Clergy to haye it said, not justly,
indzed, but with & sufficient eolour.of reason, to be
capable of harm, that such and sueh persons cannot
get married in their own Communion; but let them go
to the Euglish - Clergy and they will marry anybody,
I will not allude to so unworthy an josinuation as thag
any of our body could Ve influenced by the thought of
the fee,

The Law ought to provide that where both parties
belong to one Communion, it is to the Clergyman ov
Minister of that Communion that they must lave res
course; and thete ought also to be legislative remedy
interposed to. correct the great irtegulavities whieh
prevail in relation to the publication of Banns. . The
grievance of which we bave to complain in the matter
of Marrirnge T.icenses is not encouraging with rcfere.nce
ta any hope of amended legislation upon other points
connected with the eubject of marriage; but the
agitation of the subject amoung our Clergy and wells
affected followers, in communication with their repre-
sentatives in legislature; may ultimately effect some-
thing in this bebalf; and the subject should be kept
alive.

I must press upon the Clergy the necessity of exact
and scrupulous conformity to the law which; in this
part of the Province, regulates the registration of baps
tisms, marriages and burials, and of promptly com-
pleting the entries of cvery such act. Hab-iru of
inattention in this particular, may be productive of
most sefious inconvenience and damage to ;.m.n-ie;
engaged iu settling questions of ixlherilauce or division
of property ; and the legal penalties attslclnng to any
omission or neglect in keeping the Register are of a
severe kind. _

There is also a voluntary record which T request
the Clergy to keep and which I am desirous of having
open for my-own information, from time to time, if I
am spared in the administration of the Diocese. I
mean a record of persons who receive the rite of Con-
firmation, with a note attached, in each case, indicating
the date at which they first join in the holy Conys
munion. i

The subject of a distinctive and properly ecclesias-
tical dress for the opdinary occasions of life, has been
often discussed in this Diocese, and thy own senti-
ments in relation to the general principle ‘on the ong
hand, ds well as to theé expediency, ou the other, of
the adoption by an ifndividual Diotese or by individual
Clergymen, of distinctions fbt assumed by the Church
of England elsewhere or by the body of Cleray within
the Diocese itself,— have been sufficiently made

autherity:

of infentjun on the part of the Priest——but in its con-

known. [ dnly revert to the subject for the sake of

sequences to be worse, inasniuch as the parties ure

the Sacrament is presumed to depend ; and one mani<”

with certainty who has been eflicaciously, aud, (here~

the Church, when, for example, wi:h a double affirmas "
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