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its body did not.appear to swell; .it seomed to be thrown
into violent convulswns, and in about a mmute fell help-
lessly on its side, and died; A lar, gor animal would not
kave been go soon killed ; but as the snalces, bemg con-

" ‘fined, have not often oceasion to use their : venom, it is"

probably. more powerful than when they are in'a’ wild
state. There are a large number of puff-adders in one
case; and a guinea-pig being introduced began 'sﬁifﬁhg
about as usual; but though he was touching one of the
reptiles; it did not seem dnsposed to. strike, when sud-
denly another puffadder darted at full‘length from:an
opposite corner, and striking the creature, remained with

its fangs apparently buried in its flesh, . contrary, we.

beheve, to the usual habit of tho reptile. “His intention
was pelhaps to pl ovent any of the others fmm devom mg
it. Theére are specimens .of the two. specles of .c
the Indmu and Egyptlan ; 1)01 lnps the most inter
- ofallser pents but, on account of their e\:mtfzble naturo,
it has beon found necoss’uy to hide them p'u mlly ﬁom
view by ﬁlhng tho lower half of the. c'lse-ﬁont Wlth
gxoundglass, 8o that it is not e'msy to obsewe them .

The appearance of the cobra When about to. .give. tho, -
fatal stroke. is graceful, and yet terrible to, sce.’ Thﬁ},
inflated hood, the waying motion of the head and,thdﬂ L

peculiar expression ‘of the eye, combine. to; imples‘s -the.
observer of its consciousness of the deadly power which,
it possesses, and with w]nch it threatens any, hv.].g
ereature’ that. dmes al)]>10'\ch" .-V enomous: ser pents
‘can’ genemlly be dlstmgmshed by th
" .stumpy tail.which they possess but this rule: does not
always- hold good, some: of:: them-—for.; e‘mmple, the
cobras—having: a stluctulo closely lesembhng that of.

the’ colubrines, with' the -oxception, of :the fangs: and .
* organs pertaining:. to. them..  Thore are in this house,
some_young alligators, which are; kept with. the. ‘water-,’

tortoises.: They seem :to. pass their time ge,nex_gxlly in.

.‘bloﬂd hoad and .




