THE CHRISTIAN SENTINEL.

—

s a—

T CHRISTIAN SENTINED,
THREE-RIVERS, FRIDAY 26tk NOVEMBER, 1850.

-

CHURCIT AND STATE.—No. I'L.
( Continued from p- 93, No. X11.)

3. Dut in the ontset there must be adopted some ru'e of diseri-
mination ; namely : the state must be able to decide what is Chris-
tianity and what is not, or it can do nothing as it ought. It must
judge of religion jor the peaj le, OF t'here the matter eunds. 1t can-
not be under oblization to support falshood instead of truth, though
the people might most vehemently desire it.  And the people must
also be nuder the same oblization to abide by its decisiou, as it is
to decide according to truth, because the obligation on both it and
them is trem Ged alone.  Buat the state is bound also to 1ay such
information before the people as may enable them to excreise their
privaic judgment or sense of right OF Wrong in a proper mauner,
as far. as they are capable. But as nothing that Lelongs to the
Chureh originated with the people, or is dependent on their autho-
rity, or even their testimony, the state cannot go to them for in-
formation as in matters of worldly coucern; but it must go to
the Church, in her character of “ile pittar and ground of the
sruik 2 (See 1 iim. 1. 15.) For since God did give the canon
of Scripture, and commit it to an or er of wmen by him appointed
to ¢ hare the rule over” the people : it must be grinted that the
State is thus enabled by meaus of the Bibls and the Christian Mi-
mistry, and the history of the Church kepthy itself from the davsof
our Lurd, aceording as the Jewish priesthood kept the archieves of
the Jewish Church,~-<tis thus enabled to gain correct information
on every thing rospecting‘the (‘hun-.h. The fact of her being con-
stituted « the pilar and ground of the truth,” secures to Lier all
‘the real advantages of claimed infallibility ; that is. places it in her

wer by means of herown archieves, (at the head of which stands
the Bible,) to exhibit a pure system of “eripture doctrines, with
authentic 1loly Orders and the Nacraments. and show to whom it
belougs to govern inite kingd m vj ¢ risiyas his snccessors over
the r:dle C..uret.  The same in its measure is true of the Church
and State maintained in every relizious family.  The head of it, by
meass of the Bible and the Church as his mother in Christ, is en-
abled to know what God requires him to “ teathgalilivently to his
children ¥’ and they, when they arrive at 8 propetexercise of pri-
vate judgmient, are enabled to see the propriety anl feal the truth
of the whole, according to their information.

4. But as there are corruptions of Christianity quite as inimical

to the spirit of the Gospel as pure heathenism, the State must also

have anthority to judge between different denominations claiming
to be Christian, and to decide on which to bestow its favor and
protection, as being in accordance with truth and primitive order.
For, would the doctrinally orthodox Dissenters, for example, he
willing to share the Clerzy Reserves with - arid #illsan, oka(;lwe
Street, near York, U. Cavada, or with an association of ('m'm?r-
salist prescters? “1trow not.”  Andit is quite evident that, ad-
mitting it were right to patronize sau.c denominations, it would be
gmsly wicked in the State to extend the same to some others :

r then it might happen that the State would 1ire the derd to
promulgate a creed of ¢ damnable heresies.””  Hence if the State
attempts to assist Christianit , it must commence by an interfe-
rence with what are called the rights and dict tes of conscience
and religious liberty, and lay itself open to the charze of persecu-
tion. The same is true of‘family governmont, where the father
by authority derived from God and the Chureh, taxes the labor oi'
his Chivdren for the purpase of imposing on them a religion which
very likaly the dictates of their consciences and their notions of
relizious liberty may instigate them to abjure either in whole or in

rt afterwards.

5. But if it be objected that the comparative knowledge or igno-
rance between adults and children calls for different rules for the
two, itis auswered ;—That when God first sent the * ospel to men,
it found them, : s respects religion, as ignorant as children, and as
incapable of judging for theroselves; nay, even averse toit. Yet
he-did not stop to ask their advice or opinion, or consult their
wishes, but commanded his heralds to go forth and say, “ Thus

saith the Lord * while the leading argument used to obtain belief
was miracles, carrying a shew of authority, like a parent’s word %
the tender mind of his child. The human family has not, as w¢
humbly submit, to this day emancipated itself from the necessity"’
receiving the Gospel in pretty much the same way : for still the
first evidence is the same miracles—then * the reason and fitness of
things.” The first generation of Christians certainly could not : an®.
they being uuder obligation to ¢ teach it diligently to their chil*
dren’ in all respects as they received it without adding or dim*
nishing, of course no future generation can have lawful power Ld
preak the entail. And as we know of no period while the son ¥
under the father when his authority as a religious teacher undef
God and the Churcl is not the same as when he first tanght bin
the name of the Saviour ; 50 while he continues the subject of t o
state do we know of no period when disobedience thereto as the
guardian of public virtne aud the protector of the Church <an be-
come hisreligious privilege or his duty. For the Church beit
supposed to be wholly orth dox both in doctrine, holy orders ac’
Church government, his duty to Church and State, as it wa$ n
fsreel)’ is one and the same, and he cannot disobey either Chur¢
or State without equally disobeying both. If human government ¥
moral in the highest sense, that is, in regard to God, it cannot
otherwise.

6. The foregoiug supposes that as the Church commenced, 3s®
thing of unity, uoder an exclusive system, as  one body” politick’
a s articular Kingdom and Cimuruniop, under a particular gover®
ment. and ministry ¢ so it 0ught to possess external unity. For tht
tiie Jewish Church slaims our attention as an - xample an | patter™
Nor may we despise the admonitory fact, that the Scripture ackno®”
ledwres neither the t2n tribes after they forsook the temple and th*
Levitica! Priesthood, nor Yet the schismatic Samaritans, to Y
parts of the true Charch ; though they both adhered to the Mosa'®
Ritual. Ny, the Samaritans even hada Priesthood descended §ro?
Aaron, aud the ove who stood at the head of the secession h“d
beena priestin the temple at Jerusalem. See Neh. xiii : 28. “AD
one of the sons of Joiada the son of Eliashib the high priest, was
son in law to Sanballat the }'IOI‘(HIitC; therefore I chased him
me.” Hefonnd means to evect a temple on Mount Gerizim, whe
he officiated as high priest accordivg to the Mosaic ritual; an
from that time the Samaritans were externally as strict Jews, an
believed as tirmly in the promised Messiah, as those at Jernsale®”
Yot we hind that our Lord did not acknowledge them as a Chur¢:y
but in that respect treated them exactly hise heathens. V. hy di
he preserve such a marked distinction between the Jews and 5%
maritans, each party in the mean time claiming to Le the trv®
Chuareh, believing alike, and alike in external customs ? Wb"t
reason can be r«-fulered in reply which may uot somewhere have ?
pointed application i!{ parallel cases at this day ? I < ull seripftt ‘
is given for our leart.ing,” what are we to learn from this ?

every human society which claims tobe an authentic Church .”
sucl in truth 7—But we leave the reader to pursue the subject’
the current of his own reflections,

But external unity in the true sense of the word and under oo’
parti(-ul;u'm'mmuhiou was practised in the Jewish Chureh, and
practicable in the Christian. Nay, the Christian Church €0
menced under one communion, and was commanded so to couﬁ“":
Tu the nature of things it could not be otherwize, Not to me®.
tion dozens of passages where exterral unity is commanded int :
most positive terms, and even anatheinas pronounced on those wb
should “separate themselves,” and “ draw away disciples &
them.” one from John xvii : 21,shall suflice :—* That they all f
be one ; as thou, Father, artinme, and 1 in thee, that ‘they
may be onein us: THAT THE WORLD MAY BELIEVE TUAT THOU e
sent ME.’  The words in capitals determine that hic meant €35
pal unity in Government and Communion as well as in doctr!
and sentiment ; for “ the world” has no means of udging put by
its e esand ears. And itis well known that cavillers at?he G"
pel have spoken thus : « Let all the sects unite as the loyal sub)! o
of one king and government, aud we will then believe you.” S
therefore « the Church of the living God”  is the pi)larandgfo"
of the truth” she must possess competent means to infor® o
State which communion is the legitimate object of its homagé ord
care, or it cannot be known at all—When we say that the Ch 4
is thus corapetent, we intend to include in its means the Cano®”




