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Nort very long ngo, one William Laidlaw, u stur-
dy Borderer, went_on gn exenrsion to o repivle
. district in the 1lighlands of Scotlnnd. ch was
- atall and very. uthletiec man, |cm'1rl\ubly netiv (N
. and matehless a cudgel-playing,
- ting, nud other’ exercises, for which the Dorder-
. ers have been noted. from time immemorial. | Lo
 his other accowplishments, he added tn exeellent
temper, was full of gooul-humuur, and & most
cupital bottle companion.  Maost of our' modern
travellors would have performed the greater purt §
.cof the Juumcy he nndertook in o :lc.mx-bo'xt 2
g t'l"c-t.o.ndl or some such catlvenience ; but he
< going on foot, withoiit any companion
- exeept mit old v
‘ded down to him from se\u al "cncmlxons, 'aind
“which by wayof funcy ed Knock-.
“him-down, " With llus (x'u:(_) lnend in his hand,
and tifty l)Olll)da stel g i his’ puckct, he found :
"+ himself; by the fourth (]‘l). in one. of the most
di u.zl glens of the Mighlands, It was by this
'ume m"ht-}u!l and both William's appetite und
linbs lold him it was higl tine to look for aplace
of 'iop()sr.- having, sinee six in the mormu \vnlk-
ed-nearly fifty Lnglish miles. o/
Noiv, the question which employ: ed his CO"ltﬂ-
tionsutthis “.m,\\heh.u hould proceed
at the risk of hNn" his way nmon-- the bogsand
| MOTASSEs, for which this distriet is fumed, or re-
main till duy=brenk w hore he was 2. Both expe-
dients weve wnpleasunt, and it s diffieule to 'say
- wlich he wauld have adopted, Wi hen about a mile
to the lelt, a "-hmmmnfr among the davkness at-
tracted his notice. . It nn"ht have been o ¢ Will-
" ghwisp,” or the light of sume evil spirit at its.
middnight orgies; l)ur. whatever the cause ml"lll-
“be, it declded Mr. Laidlaw as to his further ope-
~rations. 'Tle did not reflect o moment upon tho
- rmqttcr, g  exercising Knock-him-down ™ in
. its usual capac ity of walking assistant, he found .
himself in's winutes 'Ikm'vsx(lc lhc spot from
which the light proceedcd. I u Hmhl'md
" eottage, built after Lhe usual ﬁn.sluon, pnrtl_', of;
‘stone, and paitly of turf; but \\uhom u\.xmmmg\
‘too minutely the extecior of the: ‘buildiug, he ap-'
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runnmg, wrest- |

(] ul(l"’c) uhuh hiad been Juin- § as soon tind out Jobnny Gro:
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§ force ns he conceived neeessary to arouse tho
inmates,

“Wha's there?” cried a shrill voice, like that
of an okl woman ; “what want ye nt this hour of
the night?” -

“Twunt lodr'mg, honest woman, if such a Llun"'
there is to be got.” . .

“ Xuy na,” replied- the ‘inmate, #you.can ~ct-;'. '
nae lodging here. Neither gentle nor simple -

{ shall enter my;house this night.  Gung on'your
§ ways, you're no aboon five miles frne lln. Clachan
fof Lnl'whcr ”
2 ¢ Fivedeevils!” exclaimed the Dorderer; “Ile]l., -
ye Lhave walked filty- -milés uhcml\" and coul(l»
thhu.lmn. g
s Walle hl't) more, thcn, “eried the’ obsuunle‘
porteress; 13 utler) u dovw ncnlcr‘
I\chyou oat,?
T 1 come 10 lhnt m\' \\omnn, " said )
Tum, < we shall sonn settle the pumt 1Y ph\m
language; if' you do not Tet m¢ in wi’ your gude
will, Tshall enter without it,” and with that he
laid Nis shoulder to the door, with the full inten- ,
tion of storming 1he fortress, A whispering with-
in made himt pause ¢ moment, - i ! :
« And nmstI let him in?2” murmurcd the old
w oman 1o some one' who seemed in't pmlcnor.
“Yes,” answered a hal(-suppr cﬁsod voice; “he,
may enter—=heis Imt onc. and we are tluee—nlu“ -
land tup, I suppose.” - - o
The xlonr was slowly openc(l Thc person w ho":'
performed this nawilling act was 2 woman appa--|
vently abong ﬁe\cm), hagg urd and "bent by an
accumulation of infiemity und years. “Iler faca
was pale, maliguant, and wrinkled, ond her little i
sharp peering eyes seemed like those of the ad- ;
der, o shoot forth evil-upon whomseever she ga-
zed, As Willinm entered, he encountered this
nged sy lul her natural hideousness exposed fll
to his gaze hy {he “Tittle; rush-light she hold up 3
abave lier:head, th bcllcr to view !he tnll Bur-
‘derer.™ :
T Yo b nnl » nigh
nau doubt, Jike many olhcrs ('rnu
io u-oublc honcst folks.”

'phml the. f-mk 10 llw |lum with <urh n (lnrru ce of




