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OMLEI weeks ago we were asked, about the growth
of alfalfa. A correspondent has kindly sent us
a clipping from the Northivestern Agriculturist, which
we think will be valuable. The article says:—In the
spring of 1887, 1 bought fiftcen pounds of alfalfa sced
for $2.50. [ told my man to prepare one acre of
ground on my farm in Cass county, North Dakota,
and sow the seed the middle of May. e did so, and
in July following we had our first crop of alfaifa. It
was mown dose o the ground, and fed green to
wtitie, horses, mules amd hogs ;o all ate it and none
was wasted.  In August of that year we cut the
second crop and fed it Hikewise.  The two crops that
year must have made wwa tons 1o the acre, had it
teen cured like other grass,

In the fuil of cach vear 1 put oo a light coat of
mame 1o strengthen the roots and protect it from
sevcie fionts Cbut as ver 1 have seen no signs of
wanter helidarg andd last fadl it was thicker and stronger
Each of the last two

than at any dme singe 1887
years st has griven e three gondd erops, catting thout
onT on At each mowiny,

Atfaifa scems to do well in dry weather
wiil do in wet ~easons 1 cannot say.

The spring of 188G was tough on tame grasses, as
welt as cergals, bhut my acre of aifalia was veady to
cut the first of june, and it stood on the ground
abuut oy buany as any previasts spring, while my
pastures did net show a growth of giass over half an
iach high at the time.

Alfalfa grows abont cight inches high before you
can discover any preparation to sced and then is the
most favorable time to cut it for hay.
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What it

I regaid the growing of alfalfa as an important
matter for our farmers to look into, and the sooner
they get a ten acre ficld or more the better for them.

The land should be plowed deep carly in the fall
and again late in the spring. Harrow down thorough-
ly and roll with a good hecavy iron roller until it is
well packed, and then sow fiftcen pounds of sced to
an acre, and keep well covered every fall with short
and well-made manure, and you are sure of a crop.

Another correspondent says that a good crop of
alfalfa can be grown the first year. Decep and
thorough plowing is nccessary, and the harrow should
thoroughly pulverize the soil.  If a press drill is used,
fiftcen to twenty pounds are sufficient to sced one
acre ; if sown broadcast, twenty-five to thirty pounds.

Regarding alfalfa as a good fertilizer, we learn that
experiments in the past {ew yvears has demonstrated
for the fact thiat alfalfa is the very best fertilizer known
to agriculture.  Clover has been accepted as the best
and is so thought to be to-day over most parts of
America.  Alfalfa is the best green fertilizer, since it
contains the most nitrogen. There would be but
little difference as between it and clover, were it not
the fact that the better fertilizer is the root of the
plant and of which alfalfa is possessed of three times
as much as clover or any other of the grass or grain
plants. In many places we have witnessed where a
crop of alfalfa had been turned under and the land
planted to wheat and the result was fort: - ve bushels
of grain by the side of land not so treated which
produced but fiftcen bushels. A field of alfalfa turned
under on Wheat Ridge last summer produced 400
bushels of potatoes to the acre, while the average of
land not so fertilized produced but 160 bushels.
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JHIE Dakota « Exodus” is in full blast and will
probably be in fuli blaster hefore long. The
fatal »mortgage” rope, which has so long held the
poor farmers of that cyclone cultivating district closc
to the land they were fruitlessly endeavoring to
make pay, has been severed by the late action of the
C.2.R. Come along, fricnds! there is good land and
plenty of it in the Canadinun Northwest that is capable
of supporting yoursches and your familics if you will
but work. Dont forget the address: N. W. T,
CaNapa. Lots of room.



