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Substitution.

Recent developmients concerning cortain
practices in the retail drug trade nflord
ground for expressions of regret that they
should obtain in any degree, und partica-
larly to the extent it scems they do. We
refer especinlly to substitution, in 1ts most
offensivo and roprehiensible form, and it is
surprising thut so wany supposedly repu-
table druggists are found practising it.
Not long ngo it was shown that St. Louis
and Chicago druggists, when the proprie-
tary article Listerine was called for, in
more than half the enses would dispense
sowe substitute, without wuy attempt to
inform the customer that the imitation
was given. Tor example’s suke, the pro-
prictors of the preparation made it very
warm for some of the substitutors, and
othera promised over their signntures to
sin no wore. Tho coudition of atluirs pre.
vailing in the cities named was found ox-
istent in many others, the eatent of sub
stitution being proven far greater thun
had Leen thought possible.  Maunufactur.
ers of other proprictarics have been pur.
suing like investigations, with the same
results, and we undorstand that ofienders
are to be brought to a full realization of
their respousibility. There is o large class
of proprictary medicines which are par.
ticulurly subject to the attack of the sub-
stitutor. Not the ordinary, popular pa-
tent medicine, sold only in packagoe form,
but those which are exploited principally
to the physician, and directed in prescrip-
tions, being used by the dispenser in por-
tions from the original container.  IHere
is offered abundant chance for substituting
an imitation for the genuive. Listerine,
Antikaunia and many others are exam.
ples of this class. The substitutes vary
wonderfully in physical and chemical
characteristics, in some instances being
such-palpable‘frauds that sight alone will
detect the imposture,

A few words to druggists anent substi-
tation. There are two forms of substitu-
tion, oue thoroughly reputable, honest and
proféssional, the other a fruud and dishon-
est. The honorablo variety is where the
druggist, with no deception, vo false repre-
sentations, with the consent of physician
of custoier, brings iuto play his own pro-
fessional knowledge and skill in opposition
to the article called for. But, observe,
there must be no deceit in this matter.
It is perfectly legitimate to try and sell
your own preparation, provided it be un-
derstood by the customer that it is yours.
But the substitution complained of is not
of this kind. It is dishonest and disrepu-
table in every respect. The customer or
patient has the rizht to get what he be-
lieves he is getting, and the druggist de.
frauds lim if he doesn’t supply it when
he pretends to. An cxcuse frequently
advanced for substitution is that physi-
cians prescribo cvery new preparation
called to their notice. They specify a
certain make, when thoe druggist may have
in stock his own or some other cqually
efficacious. A singlo preseription may ba
ull that is reccived for that particular

wnke, nnd the remainder is a dead loss.
Much sympathy is felt for the druggist in
this unpleasant predicunent, but strict
honesty should lead him to procuve the
goods ordered or refuse to put up the pro
scription,  The only incentive to substi.
tution is the desire for greater prolit, but
a business built up from dishonest prac.
tices is not a stable one.  Thoe arguments
in fiwvor of substitution arve fallacious,
based upon unsound premises.  To those
who at times may feel tempted to replico
the directed article by another, we would
suy, don’t. Loss of immediate gain is
amply compensated by ultimate  suceess
and o character for strictest probity in
professional dealings.

Substitution, besides being a dishonest,
is u dangerous practice.  The exact come
position of a proprictary articly is scldom
kuwown, and to replace it with a guess
mixture is a visky business.  The substi
tution of cheap and inferior drugs for the
pure and genuine is equally reprehensible.

We would not serinonize, and our views
on this matter are, we believe, in sym-
pathy with thoso of all couscieutious
pharmacists, but we could speak a word
of warning to those whowm nothing but n
good fright will tuen to better ways, Sev-
cral producing chemists and pharmncists
have become tired of the practices of the
substitators, and propose to bring them up
with a round turn, and have innuyg-
urated a scearching inquiry in all the
tride centres of the country. While
we know of no concerted action, the
investigation will be most thorough. 1f
friendly, cautious and considerate treat
ment-do not avail, counsel has been re-
tained to prosecute vigorously those who
vefuse more amiable methods.  The man.
ufacturers are rightin this determiuation,
and bhave the approval of the better class
of phinrmacists,  Whatever be the nature
of tho vroprietary article (good or bad)
the draggist who sceretly substitutes is
guiity of theft.  The infemgement of
trademark vights must not be overlooked.
This is 2 serious legal olfeuce, the penaley
for which is of & heavily unpleasant char.
acter. We cncourage the supplying of
popular demand by medicines of your own
compounding, every manner of inducing
the physiciaus to employ your prepara
tions rather than the proprictarvies and
semi-proprictaries, so long us this is all
done openly and above board, but have
no sympathy for thedishonest substitutor,
and would see him get his deserts—
Lhar. Era.

Ovules, Suppositories, Bougies
and Intra-Uterine Crayons.

V. J. Pequart, pharmacist, of Verdun-
sur-Mecuse, contributes the following to
UUnion Pharmacentique -

Glycerin, soliditicd by the addition of
gelatin, renders great service in preparing
this cluss of rewmedies. As an excipient
it is casy to manipulate, and if certain
precautions are taken it readily combines
phurmaceutically with such active medica-
ments as tannin, the eoxtracts, iodoform,

silol, sublimate, ote.  The price, withel, is
very moderite, an item to be consutted in
these hard times.  As it is always jmpor-
tant that the plauaaeist shoutd have o
modus operandi that e ean rely upon

all cuses, 1 offer the following :

FOR OVULES AND SUPPOSITORIKS,

Whito gelatin, best . . L.

" hil 30 pares.
Distilled water

4D parta

Leave in contact for two or three howrs
and then add -

Puregly eeria (30 ) 16 pants.

The medicnent should be added o
the glycerin before wmining. 1 b is e
soluble in that wedium it wust bo pulver
ized as finely s possible and suspended
init.

Melt in w water bath, and agitate to
seeure howngenicty. s soon as this is
cliected, et the wmixture eool down to
about half the original temperature, and
then pour into moulds.  This covling 15
the more essential in these vses 1 whidly
the vemedy is merely suspended in the
vehicle. The use of the waterbuth is
essentind, from the fact that gelutin onee
superheated refuses to solidify,  Preserve
thoe product in lycopodiwm,

. BOUGIES PORTL REMEDE,

The preparation of hougies in which an
active remedinl sgent is contained(bonyies
porte remede) comprehends two operations,
viz.: The preparation of the inert core,
and the preparvation of the active mass to
cover the same.

Lrepavation of the inert core nasse.

"

Take of
Best. white gelatin
Dirtilled water
Gly=erin, pure

20 pares.
‘e 10 parts,
. 30 parts.

Let the gelatin and water vemmin in
contact as before, add tho alycerin and
melt together in the water bath.  When
homogencous pour out on a shallow tin
tray, oron a perfectly flat sheet of tin
slightly turned up aronud the edges %
inch is suflicient), which has been well
warmed, as this insures u sheet of gelatin
of even thickness. The sheet shonld he
about (! inch (L5 millimeter) in thick.
ness.

When quite cold and solid, with « knify
and straightedge, cut the plagque into
strips 1 16 inuch wide and ¢ inches long,
put them in a dry, cool plice and leave
them for several days todry out, and thus
loso a part of their clasticity.

l'rﬂpu;ulion of the active mass,—T'nke

o .

Palverized gum acacia ..., 5 parte
Milk sugar W20 pares.
Honey .... . e <« Ppact,

s:l_\'ccrin. pure «oo... ...l 1 parts.

The netive substinee, the quantity pre.
seribed. l

Tf necessary, add suflicient water (never
wore than a few drops) to give n proper
consistence.  Mix and ke o annss.
Roll out this mass on a slab well Qusted
with lycopodium, ns you would in waking
pastelles, to about the thickness of parch-
ment paper.  Then, with the knife and
straight-edge, divide the thin leaf into the
same number of strips as you have core.



