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Substitution.

Recen t dovelopunests concerninsg certaii
practices in tihe rotait d1rug tradue alid
ground for expressions of regret that they
should obtain in any degree, und particu.
larly to the ettent it sees they do. We
refer especially to substitution, in is nost
oflfnssivo and roprciensible formn, and it is
surprising that so suany supposedly repu-
tablo druggists are founid practisiig it.
Not long aego it was shown tiat St. Louis
and Chicago druggists, whent the proprie.
tary article Listerino was called for, il
more thas half the cases would dispense
solue subditute, without anly attenipt to
inform the custorner that the imitatiot
was given. For exatple's sake, the pro.
prictors of the preparation miade it very
warun for somne of the substitutors, and
other& promised over their signiatures tu
sin no more. Tite condition of afll-irs pire.
vailitg its the cities satned was found ex-
istent il sany others, the e.xtent of site
stitution being proven far greater thai
had besen thougit possible. Mansufactur.
ers of other proprietaries hsave been pur-
suing like investigations, with tie samne
results, and we understand that oirenders
are to lie brought to a fiult realizatioi of
their responsibility. There is as large ciass
of proprietary inedicines which are par.
ticularly subject to the attack of the sub-
stitutor. Not the ordinary, popular pa-
tent mnedicine, sold only in package forem,
but those which are exploited principally
to the physician, and directed in prescrip-
tios@, being used by the dispenser in por-
tions frotn the original container. lere
is offered abundant chanco for substituting
an imitation for the genuine. Listerinse,
Atttikastnia and utany others are sixan.
pies of this class. Tite substitut"- vary
wonderfully it physical and chentical
characteristics, in sone insstanicesa being
such palpable'fraudg tiat sight alone will
detect the imuposture.

A few words to draggists anetnt substi-
tution. There are two foris of substitu-
tion, oe tiorougily reputable, honest and
professional,4se otier a fraud and dishon.
est. Tite honorablo variety is where the
druggist, witih to deception, nio faiso repre-
sentations, with the consent of physician
or customer, brings into play his ownt pro.
fessional ktowledgeand skill in opposition
to the article called for. But, observe,
there nust be no deceit il tihis iatter.
It is perfectly legitimsate to try and sell
your own preparation, provided it bo un-
derstood by the custoier that it is yours.
.But the substitution cornplained of is not
of this kind. It il dishonest and disrepu-
table in every respect. Tihe custoner or
patient has the right to get what lie be.
lieves lie is getting, and the druggist de-
fraude hlm if lie doesn't supply it when
lie pretends to. An excuse frequently
advanced for substitution is that physi-
cians prescribo every new preparation
called to their notice. They specify a
certain inake, when the druggist may have
in stock his own or soine other cqually
efficacious. A single prescription snay bs
all tiat is reccived for that particular

imuike, and the reimtainider is a dlead loss.
Muei symîspathsy is feit for the druggist ilu
titis unpeasutt predisctient, but strict
honesty souhiead him te prociure the
goois ordered or refusse to put up tihe pro
scriptioni. The onliy inscenstivie to substi.
tution is tihe desiro for greater prolit, but
ai business built up frot dishonest prae.
tices is nsot a stable onle. The argusients
in f tror of substitution are fallacious,
based upos unssounid premises. To those
who at timses inay feel teipted to replace
the directed articl by another, we wouid
sy, doi't. Loss of isînsediato gais is

aitutpiy coitpensated by ultimtîate success
and a ch:aracter for btriet-st probity ins
professiotnal dealings.

Substitution, besides being a dishonst,
is a daigerous practice. The exact cois.
position of a proprietary article is seldomi
Ikniowln, anid to replkee it viths a guess
iiixture is as risky business. ite substi
tutiots of cheap anud insferior d-ugs for tihe
pure ast gegnuisso is'equally reprehestile.

We woulid nlot serionize, and our views
oit titis imatter are, wo believe, ils syst-
pathy witht thosa of ail conscienstiosk
pharmiacists, but we could speak a word
of warsing to those whoi nothiig but a
good fright will turit to better ways. Sev-
cral producing chesists and piarnetcists
have bcotse tired of the practices of the
substitutors, and propose to bring thei up
witha a routnd turn, and have ilnaug.
urated a scarching imquiry li all the
trade centres of the country. While
we kînow of io coscerted actiot, the
isvestigation will bu most tlhor.ough. If
frientdly, cauîtious ansid coisideratea treat

nsctt-do nlot avail, coutsel has beei r--
Laited to prosecuste vigorotsly those who
refuse efnort- amisable imtethiods. The mtsant.
ufacturers are right is titis dete'rmtisationa,
anii have the approval of the better cvss
of pharmacists. Whatever ho the nature
of the proprietary article (good os- bad)
the drusggist who secretiy substitutes is
guilty of theft. Tlhe insfriigetent of
tradeiark rights tust nlot bu overlooked.
Titis is a serious legal oii'ence, the penlalty
for which is of as heavily utpileasant. char-
acter. Vu encouage the suppIyinsg of
popular deniand by iiedicinevs of your owns
coimspotting, every itanner of iniducisg
the pjysiciass to emiploy yotr prepara-
tions rtther than the proprietaries and
seiiti-proprietaries, so long as titis is all
<loso openly and above board, but have
no syimipathy for the dishonest substitutor,
and wouild sec Iims gelt his deserts.-
Phar. Era.

Ovules, Suppositorles, Bougies
and intra-Uterine Crayons.

V. J. Pequart, piarsiacist, of Verdun-
sur-Meuse, contributes the following to
'Ulion ha iarmaceeuiquc:

Glycerii, soliditied by the asddition of
gelatin, renlders great service. il preparing
tihis clîss of reiedies. As an excipieit
it is easy to nanipulate, and if certain
precautions are takei it readily comubinles
pharmnaceitically with sucs active sîsedica-
inits as tainias, the extracts, iodoformn,

saiol, subliumiate, etc. 'l'ie price, withal, is
very mlloderate, ain itenmu to be cotsuiltld in
these hard timtes. As it is liways limîpor-
Lanst tiat tise plarsmacist shsouls have a
sitodils opteradi i tiat he cain rely tpon sin
aIl cases, I offer the followiing

ioit ovUIi: AN1D i'5'osTilKs.
hIlito geti es. . ..... pr

I istilldt- w.ter . . .5 parts.
Leaive s contclt for two or- three hoursOir

and thie athd -
l'nif e .i t t Mn;, yni .

TheI iei:unt-it .4stild be add-ud to
ti.i- glycotii beforte mlti.\insg. If I, is lu-
soluble ins tlat istediu t it iist.e lit, puher-
ized as fiiely aIs possible and suspended
mt it.

Melt is a water h bath, and agitato te
se-ure istiogenif-ty. As soi as athis is
etlected, let tse mtsixturs-e cool oluwn to
about half tie- original teperature, and
thesi pour intto istuiulda. This couling"-- is
the ilure s-sens ti.d ins tho a. lis hht
the remsedy is îmîerely ilssded in t
vehicle. 'ite use of tit water-bath is
essential, froim tit- fact tiat gelatin otice
sipberieaswtil refuse.s te solidify. Preservo
the product in lycopodiumis.

* toUUI ss 'oiss0. It1:M Eng.
Tihe preparation of bougies ils whichs ain

aictivo reetdial agent. is cottainlà(/wngUiee
porle remele) collprehsenlds two operationis,
viz.: ite preparation of tise inert core,

ansid tie preparation of the active imass to
cover the saie.

Preparatina-of (ie,;nr r ma .
Take of

Gly-.crins, pues' . ... 3 pats
L-t the g-latin and water reini in

eontact as before, aidi the glycin and
tetlt together ini the water hath. When
iotmîogeieouss pour ost on a siallow til
tray, or oi a perfectly ilat siseet of tii
slightly turned up arotunddl tise (tiges (11,
imeht is suicient.), which has ieen wel i
warisid, as tis itnsur-es a sheet, of glatist
of -vene thicknsess. lThe isheet sholid he
aisout ? inch (1.5 millimet-i) is thick-.
iess.

WIien <iuite coul and solid, witl é, knlift%
and straight-edge, cut tie plaque isto
strips i 16 inch wide asd t; incies long,
puit theimis I l , cool place aui leavo
tihei for several days to dry ott, and thus
loso a part of their elsticity.

1'r.pmratio (i the actire uws.Tako
of .

Pttulverizeid gu acaci.--......--arts.
Milk siugar .. . . -20 rtiis.
[ ne .. .. . .-....- - .. inlrt.
ilyc-rin. pure ...-... ...... Il part-s .

The active substnce, the <IanîtitN- pru.scribiti.
If necessary, idi sufflciceit waster (ntever

itnore than a few drops) to give a proper
consistence. Mix ansid iumake a iiass.
Roil out this ilnais on a siahd weli dusted
with lycopodium, as Vou 'olt in mssaîkinîg
pasteles, to abolit theo thicknsess of parcl-
mnent paper. Thent witi the kînife aii
straight-edge, divide the tinigs leaf into the
saime iiimer of strips as you have cor-
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