
CALAMITER

The ealamite was one of the iost mimerons of the plants wliceli
fi<nrisliecd duiring the tinie of the coal tbrniation, and of which the
co:d is often Ibîe.It was a ta)!, reed-like plit, and as a fossl
%v'oiili bc~ takzen by the amateur for a batiboo, tor 11k-e it, it had a
eylindrical stoni, articuited at intorvals. Sotte fossils have thec
miarks of vcsiculated branches round)( the articulations-that is to
say, branches arranged rouind the stem in a cirele. The only plant
Dow existing at aIt likoe the calamnite, is the equiseta, or hiorso-tiil
of ouir zuarshes. But thoen tliero is a vast difference iu the size, for
whilo the equiseta. rarcly ceeds haîf au inclh, the calamite
averagoed frontî four to five inchies iu diaineter, and bas been found
as large as threc- 1bet aeross the base. In heighit it ais o greatly ex-
ceedled the equiseta, for Nyhile thant seldom rises more than thiree
foot front the ground, the calamite must have oftea rcached tîme
lieiglît of froin thirty to forty foot. Fossils of this plant abotund in
te ancient coai formations, but few beingr found iii those of later

dbite, while in the more recent rocks the' arc alnost entirely wvant-
ing. There are soute very perfect specimiens of the cahîniiite in the
Mechanids Instittute MNuseu, front which our readors lI bo able
to fornm a vory goùd idea of it. They are, wve boliove, from the
Joggins milne, Nova Scotia, a place celebrated ail over the world
for its coal fossils.

Weo cniot concludo titis short account of the flom of the coal
mnicsures, without referrinig to the conifers and forns. Thiese two
familles of plants are chietly romarkable as being the only ones of
that period whlîi bear atiy affinity to existing types. Thte first
la represeuted by the plues of our forostzs, and tho second1
l>y the beautifid femus whiclh growv in the damp, sIîady parts or
our wood..

The coîîifcr was a largoc troc, and grew to a great lieight, as is

OOwnb thieir fossil casts, whicl are found in the sand.stone of

in bold relief, by the crumbling away of the cliffs. Many of these
easts are very perfect. XVe have iu our possession one of the bark
of a conofer, i lu ii every' mark (soxtie of thiis fine as a
btail) ou1 the ridges of thre bark is as perfect ns on the day it wnýs
buricd.

Thre fomus uced but littIe description, a.s niany of themin ere so
like' those now exist.ing, titat it is alînost impossible for oeon the
botaîiist to, distiîîguisl: the fossil froîn Uic living plant. Tho femns
of the coal period bor3 a vcry large proportion to other plants,
being nearly thlree-seveuitlis of tire whole. No les-, tItan upwards of
a hundred and twL'nty species bave been diseoo'cred, înany nf tîteru
of vomi- hosutiful fori. Thieir renmains are founid ln vast qtuani.*f le-s
in tho shale below tbe coal ; li<dl, sonie of tire higrhly carbonisea
sîtaiesseemed fornacd almtost atgho f thein. This scms the
case. wvitJla uchi of the shale ut the Grand Likoc, whicli appears to

1 i-) 'q CoM..


