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antyibutors

John’s Huntiugdon, was made n sepsrato
preaching station witit & membership of 27.

The prosperity of tho remaining purt of
the congregation continued to grow so that
it was found necossary to . ke another
hive in 1871 ; and St. Paul's was soparated
with 89 wembers,

During the pastorate of 17 yemas, the loss
by uenth har been one and o helf times the
wiginal membership ; and because of the
want of expanding mdustiies to retain the
ain hiad poured in torrents the day before, | incrense of population, fully thrice the
tand as it drizzlod dwnng  the foronoon of | same number have migrated to parts ye-
ihat day, it was feared that the attendance | mole, Yet notwithstanding the loss of
would be smsll. 'The different arrange- | nearly six times the original members, the
ments made had to be departed from, but membership is nearly double what 1t was
- when it approuched noon, muddy though | then with a population remaining nearly
the roads were, and damp the air, the peo- | stationery. Surely the Lord hath blessed
ple hastened up to the hill from the differ- | us.
ent ronds, and before the exercises com- 'Tho Liberality of the people has increased
meneed, fully 600 people had gathoved. }ina still greater ratio, 'The present frag-
Had the day been favourable at least 1,000 | mont of the old congregation gives about
would have been present. two and a half’ times what the whoio did at

A platform ercotod inside tho tower was | fivst.,
crowded with tha members of Session, tho
puilding Committee, their wives, the choir, | 42, 86 ongmally. Tt was onlarged thvee
and soveral strangers from o distance; and l different times till it was 81 in fength.
tho muititude stood around. At 10 minutes | It cost in ell from $5,000 to $6,000.
to 12 o’clock the pastor commenced his ad- ‘ On the 2und of May 1878, we were all
dress, of which the following is the sub- aroused at midnight Ly the fearful ery of
staneo *— fire. Though one-third of the business part

wid Corvespondents,

L‘;;XYING OF THE CORNER STONE
 OF THE PRESBYTERIANCHURCH |
MADOC,
wibRESDAY, 1770 JUNw. 1874,
There was o greab stiv in Madoe on Wed-
%osday last, at tho laying of the Corner

3

tono of the Presbytevian Church. The

Our first Church was a frame building |

81; of gpire 124 Provision is made both
for o clock and bell The material 13 stonc.
The styls is gothic, aud it promises to be s
ordit to the good taste of the Yvelntect.

The situation is agnificent and may it
prove of inezlentabia valus to the people of
the place for many s generation.

-

Y e

THE PRESENT STATE OF THE
NATIONAL CHURCH OF
GENEVA.

F ditor BRITISN 3 VFRICAN PRYSDY FERIAN

Drar  Sie,—Having  been lately in
Geneva, [ purpose to give you some account
of the stato of matters as they affect reli-
| gionin that city, at the pregent time. T
| need maks no apology for troubling you
Q with such a statement, for Geneva must
" ever he mtoresting to oevery true Presby-
|

terian, however great the spuitual eclipse
which has come over it. There is no rea-
] son to reason to despair of Geneva; for &
' that country produced such men if
; D'Aubigne and Malan, when the Chwrch
‘i was in its lowest condition, and when the

sacred fire of divine truth had to be kindled
‘ in their breasts, by u foreigner, what may
b we expect from Geneva, when ita National
« Chureh appears to be rising from its rains ?
i But though the Chareh with which D'Au-

connecti n, snd soching secmily and free- [ mo an

introduction to the minister, with
dom, m absslute mdependence.

] - ‘ This steps § wham 1 wished to shake hands for the
which W'»:’ think the 0"')"1115(1” and proper | testimony which he had borne to the
one, they have nottahen ; but haveresolved & e,

to submit to the new ordey of things, “taking :

careful note of future legislation,” No future

b

What, 1t may bhe asked, is the canse of
note the it : R
logslation iz necessary to render the pre. O:fm_mg nhm.l;tu ll. bl‘m]'h_t which a8 coms
gent state of pfinirs unendurablo by & Chris- T oradl lt. ”‘“ v ;“ ('d.‘m and Bezer, the
- » » ] ¥ Y
tian Chureh. © No illusion,” tho pastors o of the reformation, the asylumn of the
persecuted veformers, when one of the best

say, ‘s possible. The former National | . . "
Protestent Church of Geneva has ceased to ! translations of tho Bible, which oxisted ot

oxist; and there is nothing left in its placo, ' the timo, was executed by tho English refa-
bat o specios of veligious establishment, lgeeq, zmd. from wlnclf the light of divine
| truth, radinted and enlightened many lands?

which 13 not a chureh, in the senso at o |
loast which has hitherto attached to the X Why has tho gold become '1_""' and tho fine
gold been ehanged ? T beliove one of the

term.’ . A
main canges which led to this was the loose
«If wo take the assurance of the twenty | and unsariptural doctrine in regard to tho

pastois, snys the Swiss  Times, * the | sanctification of the Sabbath, which, from

Church 15 naw deprived of all real author-
ity ; it has Inst the right even to constitute
itself upon any Clristian basis whatever.
We cannot consider this too serious n view
to tako of the recent changes. A Stato-
recognized Church is one thing; o State-
dictated creed another.” The pastors fully
recognizo the danger to which their Church
is subjected by this new Constitution ; but
for tho prescnt they have resolved to sub-
mit to the new system, and observe how it

an enrly period was held by many i
Genova., That repose of the soul being
broken, that supplier of spiritual food being
! corrupted, thet sentinal of divine truth
| being eut down, error rushed in likea flood,
l till, towards the close of last century, the
| most precious and fundnmental truths of
| Clnistinnity were deniod. The shepherds
" were unfaithful, they were corrupted thom-
\ selves, and became the corruptors ¢l othors.
| It was tho professors of theolcgy, and

works, waiting for the "day when, the | through them the pastors, who introduced

This Church is called St. Peter. after the

name of the first Confessor of Chyist. We \ one dreamed of the Chwieh taking, as it
elaim for our church both a Seriptural and | was isolated by a distance of 400 yards,
Historical Apostolicity ; and we have the and stood on a considerable eievation. In
bost right to him whom Christ made the ‘ a hittle while 1t was 2 heap of ashes.
chiof foundation stono of his Chureh. Ttis | 'The loss to us was great.

a grand thing to belong toa Church shaped { However by a kind Providence and with
after the Sovipture model; grander when it | brav- hearts the people have cume nobly
i the Custedier of sound doctrne; grand- | forward to «rect & new and better Church.
est, when jts ministers and people are liv- | Mre. Wishart was appointed to lay the
ing Confessors of Chuist.  Yet, .08 in the | Corner Stone ou tho 17th of June, 1874,
case of the Xsraelitish 'Temple, He will de- | at noon, with the fullest confidonco that by
sort us howover Apostolic our Ritual, and | the blessing of hieaven the structure shall
pure our Creod unless we bo living Epistles. | be completed in due time.

God answers prayor. At the dread hour
of midnight, 2nd May, 1873, we wero all
aroused from our beds by the fearful exy of
fire. 'What o sight presentod itsolf to our
view! Ob tho onsside, one-third of the
business part of the village w rapped in
fiames—on tho other the woods in several
places. Tho wind o hurricane, showering
“down blazing shingles on churchtand homo
between, g if all the meteors of heaven
wero seeking tho enrth along its path. Tho
weird look of the villagdrs, the lurid sky,—
fhie crackling: and hissing of “the writhing
tongues of fire gavo such a pisture of Pai-
dentonium that willnot boe offaced while
memory lasts. Mounting the roof I swept
the falling embers as fastas I could, and
when I saw the Church roof taking fire, 1
folt thet T conld searcely save my home
when the Sro was 500 yards awsay, how
cowld I when it would be only 1007 I
desconded and prayed with the famly that
the Lord would change tho course of the
wind two points, to save my home, and I
vowed that T would do whas I could for a
better Church. When I roturned to the
yoof, though the glowing embers fell a mile
off, and I remained there till break of day
and T saw the Church and Town Hall re-

of tho ladies of the congregation, presented
to Mus. YWishard a silver trowel, with which
to lay tho Corner Stone. It is of solid
silvor, and the inscription is ae follows *—
Presonted to Mrs. Wishart by the ladies of
the congregation on the occasion of laying
the Corner Stone of St. Peter’s Presbyterian
Church, 17th of June, 1874.

The Session consists of Rev. D. Wishart,
Moderator, and Messrs. A. F. Wood. J.
3ollins, H. Scymowr, A. Allan and W.
Leslie, oldors. ~

Monagers and Building Committce. The
mombers of Session ex-officio. F. 13. Sey-
mour, Treasarer, W. Fuller. J. Deans. J.
Hurper, and G. Miller.

Trustees, H. McKenzie, . E. Seymour,
J. Deans, J. Harper, and J. Whytoch.

Architeets, Longley, Langley aud Burke,
T'oronto.

J. P. Shuvie ¢f Trenton is the foreman
mason.

The cost will be as great as contributions
will allow us.

Tho jar contams a copy of this memo-
randa : sevoral coppers and silver coins of
the Dominion : and o copy of each of the
following papers. (ilobe, Mail, Montreal
duced to ashes, 2ll tho flakes of fire foll two ‘ Witness, Inlelligeneer, Ontario; BrITISI
pomts to the north. That vow I have xo- | AskRricax Presoyreniax and Musionary
docmed, but T shall not rest till I see the Record.

Church completed. | Wo cansay with Isa. 64-11, “Our holy
I have littlo faith in Tea Mostings or “ mnd' boauhfu! house v.:here Ol‘l‘l' fathers
Concerts as means of raising money. Wero | praised thee is ?mmt w“,h fice,
. ° i can also say with Eara 3-10, that we are

we trusting to them alono a few successful i . toundati ¢ ) P
ones would delay the completion of our | laying the foundation of & new hiouso or
Chureh to tho day of judgment. We can- | the Lord * with praise and sh(?ntmg. And
y of Jucs . he Prophecy of Haggai 2-4, be ful-
not afford fo rely on them. I have triedto j may the phocy 88! » be | o

PRt . . s flled in our blessed experience.

instill into your minds Seriptural principles | ) )

and T woulg back a fow of those againat o | strong O Zerubbabel; be strong, O Joshun
- the High Driest; be strong all yo people o

host of earnal demonstrations. The noble ‘
spirit eshibited by many isbeyond all praise
and few and poor ns we are tho object of

the land, and werk for I am with you,
| Sath the Lord of Hosta.”
} Lot us never forget bowever that Christ

our ambition is not beyond our vench. I 18 the cliof Coiner Stone of iis Chureh, '

wanted to have thie' }mbl.ic demonstratiot.l : Eph. 2-21, May wo all grow up fogether

pas that wo x nay rejoicd God togot.h'ex. ; an holy templo in the Lord, and be accep”

We thank him for the work Ho has lgueln tod by Him at His coming
‘:s t,o (;l.o, and for the succoss alreASy gy, g0 then sung Ps. 118,20, 22

Oucheafed. . predmdoly therenttor Mrs, Wishart laid the

Tho 20th Paraphrase was then sung. i Corner Stone, and after three raps declared
Then the pactor prayed. Honoxt vead the it to be well and Properly laid—and in the
MEMORANDA OF THE CHURCE. rame of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
This congregation took shapo on the 9th | ouo God.
Soptr. 1858, when Mr. James Chesnut was |  All then joined in the Doxology. After
.ordained its fivat minister. Forty names  the Bencdiction was pronounced the 1s-
were enrolled as members, and they repre- | sembly rotired to tho temporary place of
.;ented a tract of country fifteen miles lm ‘ womhi.p, wlzon nearly 40{)lsntu dolw:;i ‘zo a
ismotor.  Ho remgnod the charge at the | sumptious dinncr prepared by the IRCICS.
close of 1855. After o yacaney of oighteenl A Bazaar was heldin the aftom?on in

months, Mr. David Wishart was ordained  tho Masonic Hall, of o great varioty o
© ite vecond minister, 6th Apuil, 1857. He | arholes which wore all priced under Yalno.
remains the incambont still. At that time | In the evening a concert washeld in th
the membership was fifty-three. | samo place.

Gradually threo churolies wera bailt in | Tpe sum realised was $300, and the
difforent parts of tins extensive feld, aud | neople separated after spending o most en-
;l::i:?";i‘db:;“m; 5°;‘°{“Y m?tl{l?n;l:?:n l:z Joy;ble dey, n;xd p]rof\tablo 1o all, and long

10 o Presbylery of Kingston 20445 )¢ remembered.
.‘z{“Q §t{Columbajand Elzirer into " & ‘le' ! ZU% NEW LSURGIL

ne) ith » .

e ‘thrgg."_' It wis hived off Wi Its exircamo length ¥ 873 width 44;

“membership a5 large as, the whole of the| ! ] e .
oﬁsind‘éoupgtéx‘:t\t‘ig;., Tho ‘some:yeat ‘8t ' height of basomep} 18+ of Jupenally rogms

Tm.

of the village was one mass of flame, no \

A. F. Wood, Ksq, Warden, in the nnmeo )

But we |

9 sog their Churely

bigue wag connected, is still in a vigorous
condition, spiritunily, and though many of
.'Lho pastors and people of the Listablished
{ Church ave making decided progress, in
. their viewsof vangelical Christianity, it ja
I to be fearcd that the gient body of the peo-
i ple ave in o Jdeplorable condition, both asto
correct views of divine truths and the por-
formance of the prastical duties of religion.
| Plio Sabhath is deseorated in Genova, to as
great an oxtont, so far ag T have seen, as in
uny city of the continent. And inueed, it
may be safoly said that Sabbath desecration
is the master sin of Continental Europe,
‘ apd the main canso of the ungodliness
1 which is making such havoe throughout it.
Men reputed pious and evangelical, nro not
! ashamed to do things, from whick a Scoteh
!
|
i
!

or 2 Canndian Clristian would recoil with
hortor. Unsound views in regard to the
Sabbath, from whish even Calvin was
hardly free, appear lo me to be the weak
point in .Buropean Christienity, which at
| one time had nearly ruined it, and which
still provent it from attaining the strength,
which would meke it the great power on
tho continehf, whicli it onght-to be.

But whatever the Churches of the Evan-
gelical union may be, the Established
Chareh is now completely enslaved by the
State; and though certainly in a botter
state, doctrinally, than it was, it is, I am
afraid still, to o considerable extent, under
the influence of rationalism. And yet it is
, updoubtedly making progress towards
' gounder views. ‘The teaching and writings
10(‘ D'Aubigne, and Gaussen, and Vinet
i doubtless extended far beyond their own
| gtudonts and communions, and nust have
l exercised o salutary influenco over the pre-

sent ministers of the Established Chuich
; But to whatever oxtent improved the doe-

trinal views of the present pastors of the
l Genevan Charch may be, their teeth aro
| now being sot on edgo by the wild grapes,
| which their fathers planted. In the provi-

dence of God, it is generally not when a
! Chureh is in its lowest and darkest state,

, that his judgments are poured forth upon
| it, but rather when light has risen upon it,
! so that it may be enabied to recognize his
: Liand in the punishment inflicted upon it,

But however this may be, the Church of
2 Genova hins now beon subjected to n degree
| of humilation, to which no Christian Church

is justified in submitting. Up till Apni
last, it posscsqed rights and privileges sufii-

cient to have onabled it to work out its
I yeformation ; but of these rights 1t has now
been deprived and the government of the
chureh placed entirely in the hands of the
" Counseil ¢'Etat. Up till April last the

consistory hal st:i the power of appomting
i the professors of divinity. but that power
' has now been wrested from them by the
! Qiato ; and wo know how the government
! of another Canton in Switzexland exercised
| this power, when the infidel Strauss was
{ appointed to o Divinity Chaxr m thew
| University. Up till Apnil last, no pestor
" could bo appointed to & Genevan Church
| nnless ho was a member of that Church;
, but now that restriction has beon removed,
| and there secems to be no legal barrier
tho way of their appomting anybody they
please.

The vastors of Geneva seem to be now
| thoroughly alormed by theso changes in
‘ the vonstitution of their country; and
i twenty of tho most eminent of them have

1ssued & protest agamst the Now Constitu-

tion, in so far as 1t wterferes with the pri-
i vileges of the Established Charch. So
1 glarming o these pastors regard the pre-
sent staty~uf mntters, that they eocm fo
hiave dcliberated on tha question of separ-’

'

gseparation of the Church from the Siate
being decroed, all  religious beliefs
could be constituted on the ground of
liberty.”

We do not presume to judge these pus-
tors, we con see certain modifying ciroum-
stances in their ease; at the samo time, we
think they Liave let slip a noble opportunity
of testifying to the iruth, and showing {o
the truth, and showing to the world that
thero is somothing in the world which
Christizn men value far more highly than
onse and comfort, or social position and
gecular advantages of anysort. They have
tacitly at least, accepted o compact, which
is unjustitiablo, by which the interest of
Christ's Church is sacrificed, and on which
God's blessing cannot be expeoted.

On Sabbath last, tho 10th inst., being
disnppoivted mn gotting to the Chureh of

the Madeline, where T was led to believe
that divine service hegan at 9 o'clock, I
wont to the fine old Cathedral of St. Peter,
which I reached about 9:20. The people
wero assemblingy, but tho Church was not
yot, by any means, well filled, o that T
had ne difficulty in getfing n seat near the
pulpit. Regular service begins in St
Peter’s at 10 o'clock, but already & reader
was in the pulpit, with bands, but no gown.
Shortly after I had taken my seat, ho rose,
and cominenced repding the Secriptures,
while the people were assembling. This is
just a countenance of the old practice which
provailed ia Scotland, when Bibles were
senice, and many were unablo to read. At
the regular hour of service, the reador de-
sconded from the pulpit. A very gentlo-
man like person, with baunds, entered =a
small pulpit, or reading desk, placed against
a pillar, at some distauce from tho pulpit.
This was the Chantre or precentor. Soon
after, the pastor, in gown and bands,
ascended the pulpit and openel the service
with prayor. He had a prayer book in his
hand whicl: he sometimeslooked on, but he
gecmed so familiar with its contents thathe
searcely used the book. He evidently
entered  into the spivit of the
prayer, and offered it up in a most devout
and affecting manner, the people standing,
as they do in Scotland. After this a hymn
was given out, the organ pealed forth, and
the precentor led the smging with a noble
voice, whilst the people, most of whom had
books, with musie, very generally jomed in
the song of prase. I ought to have men-
tioned that, by the tune the reader had
done s work, the catbedral was about
full. Tn the nerghborhood of the palpit,
chairs wero placed m tho wsles, and though
near the entrance, at o grent distance from
the pulmt there was apace cnough, still
there was o vast congregation. Tlis great
congregation as I afterwards learneq, bad
been attracted by tho expectation of hent-
g a discourse on the cnsis of the Church.
The preacher was the Rov. AL, Barxde, fils,
a fine-looking man, who evidently folt the
importanco of the position in which he wrs
placed. I am mot so familiar with the
Frouch ns to bo able to follow the speaker's
traan of thought and appreciate the force of
his staiements, but I could perceive the
duift of the discourse, and there was no mis.
tako as to tho effcet prodnced on the
audience. On one oceasion, when the
preacher paused, ono could hoar the people
breathing fresly and loudly fora moment,
as if taking their breath, nfter their feelings
hied beon highly wrought wp.  After what1
witnersod, T folt that thero is aYiving power
in the old Church of Geneva siill, which, if
the ministars avo but faithful to tho trust

will bo able to exinguish. I introducod

altogethier frofm, qi\'i\;
L}

mynolf bo $hio prscentor, who procuted for

committed to ther, 1o civil govornment:

these soul-Qestroying ervors throughout the
Continent, which have made the people
what they are at tho present dny. They
Jot loose & power which they cannot now

| control, aud of whose tyranny and ungodli-
ness the presen’ pastors are being compelled
to cat the bitter fruits.

1t is oncouraging to know that theve is o
considerable nuinber of the people of
Genova who sympathize with the postorsin
their present distress. A public meeting
was heid at Geneva, on Monday last, the
11th inst., ealled by tho National Evangeli-
cal Union of Geneva, for the purposo of
moving an address of sympathy with, and
confidence in, the twenty pastors, who have
published the manifesto to which we have
alluded, relative to the New Constitutional
Laws of Genova, as they affect the National
Church. The meeting was a greut success,
The Iiall in which it met wus erowded by
upwards of 500 people, and the addvess was
unanimously adopted.

Much as we sympathize with the evan-
golical Christiana of Geneva, at the present
time, Wo cannot but feel that the position
which they have taken up is a weak one,
perhaps I should rather say & false one*
Tho gentleman whe presided at the meet-
ing said that their Church had received
from the law recontly enacted its death-lke
blow, and yet they have resolved to con-
iinue in it. In the address itself this pass-
ago oceurs. ‘* The anciont Protestant
Chureh of Genova, that Churceh has so long
boen the glory, and the happiness of our
country, has ceased to exist since the 26th
of April, 1874, But tho Evangel on which
it was founded cannot perish, and no one
can provent us from reconstructing on that
corner stone, o new church, which preserv-
ing the traditions,the breadth, and faith of its
predecessor, shall bo its direot offspring, and
ghall have, like it, the right to call itself
Naticual.” The concluding passago, which
we greatly rejoice, as showing the progress
which ovangelical doctrines have mado in
Genoa.

« The fidelity and onergy, always increas-
ing, with which you have not ceased up to
the present time. to affirm, in your preach
ings and your writings, your faith in the
teachings of the Evangel, in prosouce of the
nsing tide of incredulity and rationalism.
are suro pledges for the future. Wo know
that you will continue to confess uloud our
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
glain for our sins, and arison for our salva-
tion ; wo know that if you rest at your post,
[ it is in order to work faithfully, and spread
aud enforce continually in the midst of us
tho good news of spiritual henlth. So long
as you march thus beforo us, animated with
tho spirit of Jesus Christ, you will find us
ready to follow you with joy, and to confide
to you the religions and moral education of
otr children, to work with you in the main-
tonance and development of the Chuxch of
Jesus Christ, which always living in the
1nidst of. ondures ovon amidst the ruins of

object, and in this spirit wo aro thoroughly
decrded to employ to the fall extent, every
time tho occasion requires, the fall mensure
of liberty which tho law that lins just been
voted guarantees us, And when tlie day
arrives. and it cannot bo romote, of the
completo separation of Stato from 'the
Chuveh, tho Protestant Evangelical Cln‘;rch
of Genova will find itself alive and upstand-

vide n sholtar for the gongrations that shall
succecd us. Moy God whteh gver ‘our
) efforts ard make them jend o the pdvanae.

{Continued oruﬁ{ﬂﬁ‘f&g;\\ ’ &
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tho churches of the earth. With thi®

ing, thoroughly organized and rendy to pro- -



