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'ROMANCE IN PRAYER.

to jtî regard l niquity, in xnyheart the Lord 'wifl
tot hlear iue.e-Ps. livi. 18.

WC often affront God by offering prayers
,which we are not wiffng to have answ'ered.
Theoretical piety la neyer more deceptive
than in act8 ot devotion. We pray for
blessings wbich we linow te be ac-
cordant with God's Nvill, and we persuade
ourselves that ive desire thore blessings. -
lu the abstract, we do dlesire tiimu. A
eine mind must be far gene in syrnpatby
ivith devils, if it eau belp desiring ail virtue
lu the abstract.

Tlîo dialect of. prayer established lu
Christian usage, wins (ur tr'ust; we sylu-
pathize with its theoretical significance; we
flud uo fauît witb its initensi ty of spiritual
111e. it commends itself te our conscience
and good seuse, as being what the plirae
ology eof devout affection sbould be. An-
cient forms of prayeriare beautiful exceed-
iugly. Their hallowcd associations fasela-
nte us like old sengs. In certain imagina-
tive mood8 we faîl into deliciotis reverie'
over theru. Yet dovn deep lu our heart
of hearts we may deteot more of peetry
than of piety la this fashion of joy. 'Ne
are tronbled, therefore, and onrecountenauce
is chauged.4

Mauy eof the prime objects of praver
ouchaut us onlynla te distance. Brouglit
near to us, and iu ceucrete formas, and
miade te grow life-likze lu otir conceptions,
tlmey v'ery sensiblv abate the pulse et' our
longimîg to possess them, becanse we cia-
not buit discover that, te realize theiu in
our lives, certain other darlin rg objects
mnust be sacrificed, ivhich we are eot yct
wvilling te, part with. The paradex is truc'
te the 111e, that a man înay eveèi foar ami
answer te bis players.

A very goed devoteo may be a very
dishouest suppliant. When lie) leaves tlîe
heiglit et' meditative abstraction, aud as
we very significantly say la oui- Saxon
phrase, cornes te Itime, he inay find tlîqt
bis true cbarmcer, bis real self, la that ot'
ne petitioner at al]. His devotions have
been dramatie. The sublimities eof the
cloet have been but illusions. H1e bas
beau acting a pantomime. H1e bas t
reallyV desired that Ged would give iîeed
te hlin> for any other purpose than to

give hlm an boni' offflenstrrable devotional
exciteriient. That his olbjects of prayer
should actually beinwr-oughit iute bis char-
acter, and sliould live iii bis o'vn con-
sciouisnos, is by no mens the tbing ho,
bas been thinking eof, aînd is the last tlîing
lie is ready justcnow to wislh for. If hoe
has a Christian heart buî'ied up nvwhere
beueath this hezîp of pietism, it is v'ery
probable that the disccvery ofthe bu rlesque
of prayer of which lie bas brenl gilty,
will trauisformn bis fit of' romance into ýsome
sort of hypochondriacal suffirigZ. De-
s;pondi(ency is the iiattral offipriîîg of the-
atrical dev'otion.

Let us observe this paradox of Cbris-
tian life lnu vo or thrce illustrations.

An enviaus Ohristian-we must tolerate
the contradiction; to be true te, the facts
of 111e we iust join stritine opposites-an;
etîidus Christianl pr:îyq iitlî beconug
devoutniess, that God will impart to hlm a
generous, loving sp»irit, aud a conscience'
v0i(1 oî offence to ail meni. His mind la,
in a solemun state, bis heart is not; insensible
to the beauty of' the virtues iwhich hie
seeks. Ris posture is Iow1y, bis toues sin-
cere, and seif-delusion is 01110 of those pro-
cesses of wevrakn<fs-s w hich are factilitatcd 1-y
the decceptioit of bodily habitudfe. His
pràyergoes on glibly, till conisci3nceegrolws
iipationt, and renîin.ls hlmr of ceritaiin of
bis equals, vdîUsc prusper-ity stil7rs %% 'itbin
him that -'envy ~viiis the rottciness of
the boues."

What then? Very probably lic quits
I/i et sîdbject of prayer, and passes te au-
otber, on which bhis conscience is not so,
eaale-eyedl. But after that gliinpse of a
idden %in, hov (Io the clonds of esýtrange-

ment fromi God seens te shut hlm ini,
dark and damp and chlili, and his praý,er
become like a dismal patteî'ing of ram!I

An ambifious Christian prays that God
will betow upon hlm a humble spirit.-
Ile voluinters to take a low place Lecause
oflbis unwior-thine.ss. lie assta h ay
bc defivered froi pride andi~l-scig
le rupeats the praý er of the publicin, and
the benediction upun the jioor lu spirit.-
The whole group oif the virtues kzindred te
hiumility seeîns to hiin as radiant as the
Graces Nwith loveliness. lie is sensible of'
no check la the fiuency of his emotions,
tii], Azis conscience, tee, becomes angry, anid
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