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just indicated, should be continued or, if not
already practiced, begun. In addition, local
stimulation must be enployed. Some remarkable
results in making hair grow by hypodermatic in-
jections of pilocarpine have been reported in the
imedical journals. This may be tried. I have
found the drug more useful in alopecia areata than
in ordinary alopecia. We know that jaborandi
increases the circulation of the skin, and it would
seem rational to suppose that in some cases of
baldness, dependent upon malnutrition of the
papillS, it might do good. Pincus, who has de-
voted many years to the careful study of baldness,
advises the application to the scalp for from two
to five minutes, on two to four successive days, of
a wash of

Bicarbonate of soda . . . 4 parts.
Distilled water . . . . 180

M.
rubbing in one or two tablespoonfuls of it with a
soft hair-brush or sponge. Then a pause is made
for as many days as the wash was used. On the
first and second day of the interval between the
application some oil is to be rubbed into the scalp.
This treatment is to be continued for a year, and
if the disease is then progressive, stronger remedies
are to be used. As we will have occasion to speak
of a number of stimulating hair-washes when we
discuss the treatment of symptomatic baldness, it
will not be necessary. to mention them in this
place.

As a rule, the treatment of idiopathic alopecia
presenilis is unsatisfactory, and we should not
encourage our patients to expect to see the con-
dition of their hair improved to any great extent
under one year, at least, of treatment. But if due
attention is given to the care of the scalp and hair,
the fail of the hair can be checked in many cases,
and that is well worth the trouble it costs.

Symptomatic premature alopecia.-By this term
is meant baldness occurring before the age of
forty-five, and arising from some accompanying
local or general disease. It has four varieties,
viz. : 1, Alopecia furfuracea or pityroides ; 2,
alopecia syphilitica; 3, defluvium capillorum; and
4, alopecia follicularis.

Alopeciafurfuracea is that variety which is due
to dandruff-a seborrhœa or pityriasis capitis.
The dandruff may be in large amount, so as to
form cakes of fatty matter on the scalp, or it may
be slight, in the form of thin, casily detachable
scales, which fly off from the scalp and fall upon
the coat-collar like snow. This variety of baldness
is met with at all ages, but is most serious between
the twentieth and thirtieth years of age, and is by
far the most common of the different kinds of
alopecia. It has two stages;. during the first
there is a good deal of dandruff, and the hair is
dry and falls out slightly. This stage lasts from
two to seven years. Then the second stage begins,

when to the dandruff is added a rapid fall of the
hair. The location of the baldness is the same as
in the preceeding forms, though it effects most
often the whole top of the head. The course of
the disease is progressive and more or less rapid,
the hair becoming gradually thinner both as to
quantity and diameter, till at last complete bald-
ness results. With the increase of the baldness
there is a continuance of the dandruff, until the
hair has nearly all fallen out, when the dandruff
lessens or disappears.

Alopecia syphilitica next claims our attention.
It occurs in the early stage of syphilis most often,
but may occur quite late in the disease. Syphilitic
exanthems may be present on the scalp and body,
or the baldness may be the only symptom of the
disease. When it is the result of the syphilitic
cachexia we will frequently find more or less
dandruff, and there will be a general thinning of
the hair, giving the head a peculiar look, which
may bè likened to the effect produced by taking a
pair of dull shears and cutting the hair away in a
very irregular manner, so that the head will look
ragged. The head is not completely bald in any
extended area, but here and there over the whole
scalp are irregular,partially denuded patches. Other
regions besides the scalp may be affected, the broken
arch of the eyebrows being characteristic. Besides
this, which may be considered the characteristic
species of syphil'tic baldness, we have disseminated
bald spots of cicatrical tissue due to the presence
of syphilitic deposits about the hair-follicles, which
have undergone absorption and caused destruction
of hair-follicle and scalp tissue. This latter
variety belongs rather to the category of alopecia
follicularis.

Defluvium capillorum is the variety of baldness
which follows acute diseases, especially fevers, or
occurs in the course of some cachexia, such as
mecurialism. The most common form is that
which follows fevers. Usually the hair does not
fall out till after convalescence has begun, and
then it will be very rapid, the hair coming out
by handfuls at times, and the whole scalp is af-
fected. As a rule it does not cause absolute bald-
ness, though in some rare cases all the hair may fall
from the body, as in a case of alopecia areata
maligna.

Alopecia follicularis is that variety of baldness
which is due to local lesions, such as the syphilides,
and the parasitic disorders. The appearances pre-
sented will vary with the cause. When due to
pustular diseases, such as impetigo, the patches
are not larger than from the size of a silver dollar
to that of the palm. When due to some diffuse
inflammatory disease such as erysipelas, the bald
patches are quite large and irregular in shape, and
the scalp is hyperæmic. When due to favus or
ringworm the hairs are altered, becoming lustre-
less, dry, and split ; in ringworm they are often
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