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THE ROLE OF RADIUM IN SURGERY IN THE TREAT-
MENT OF CANCER (GRAVE)

B3Y Dit. Loris Wcuu
Medicin de Saint.Laz.are: ancien chef de Clinique de la Faculté: Directeur desq reser-

ches en Pathologie externe au Laboratoire Biologiquc du Radiuni, et, le Dr.
De ais, Chef de Laboratoire a H'lpital Saint Louis.

The studies whichi we have iade during thIe lst five years
on canecrous tissues whieh have been subjeeted to the influence
of radim have shown clearly. as was easy to foresee, that if
the action of radium, well-handled, was often favorable, it could'
lay claim to local results only; further, ii statisties regarding
cancer of a more serious nature, for the treatment of which
adium was uscd, we must not rest satisfied merely ivith watching

the tumor diiinish. but mnust coiisider more particularly the
future of the patient. whici is quite a different matter; for even
in cases where tumors have cntirely disappeared without any
local rcturn, we have seen very frequently, as a result, metas-
tases produced which can neither be operated upon nor treated.
Nevertheless, even thus limited in its rôle, radium offers to
patients resources dearly appreciable and useful ii varying
degrees.

Now, the aim of this article is to establish the theory that
thiese resourees are real only on condition that radium therapy
be aidd and controlled by surgery.

This association is to- be establisled as a principle. Not only
wiill this result iii guiding the noveient of present-day radium
therapy towards a wise practice, calculated to safeguard the
patient fromn iniopportime applications whiiehl deprive him of the
beniefit which mîiglt acerue from other mîethods of procedure, but
it will ails secure the best results from tle use of radium.


