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its renoal from t bod\. lie did not think it

was destined for a pabulum for respiration, be
cause il .as largely made up of albumen and
containud %cry little fat, but its chenical composi
tion would rathur indicate its purposu in being
subsuriunt to the fornatie opurations. Dr.
A ndriezen, however, fromt obsurvations imade on
amphioixus asidians and lower urtebrata, draw s
a rather diffurent conclusion, and thinks it is t on
cerned with respitor> gaseous change, and its

remnos ai.,s follow ed by malassimilation of oxygen
by the bod tissuus. Theru is onu thing, at ail
events, being niade clearer evury day, that
changes of a niost reinarkable character followN
wlien its functions are destroyed and its nutriti%..
influences rcmoved, eithur by diseas or extir.a-
tion. Complete extirpation in man and mîonkeys
is followed by changes, bodil) and mental. identi-
cal with myx<dena, which proves that the latter
disease is due to the abeyant c of function in the
th% roid body. As the appearances of this condi
tion in the adult are similar in nany of their
aspucts to what is called sporadic cretinism in
childrun, it may be fairly concludud that some
defur t iu the thyroid is the fans a origo ima/ in

tht lattur di.suase. But if this gland is chargeable
wvith these eN il consequencus, thcre is observable
fron the .sane source a sort of compensatory satis
faction. 'lie fresh thyroid of the sheep or calf,
taken raw or slightly broiled, t thic extent (f onu
quarter to a half a gland daily, will in a few weeks
effect a remarkable change for the better in the
diseased tissues. Il a case of operative myxo-
deia following extirpation of the gland iii a
ionkey, ",jer tions of thyroid extract-which is

now prel..,red by Brady & Martin, of London-in
about six weeks renoved niost of the morbid
changs iin the tissues, such as the nuscular
twitchings, cedeia of the eyclids. the low temîpera-
ture and anieniia. lI Dr. Osler's first case of
sporad<trtinisn nuntionud in his panphlut, hie
used the extract, and in a mîoitli's time lie lad
no0t noti<ed an\ impro\ eineînt, but lie remarks in
li; />rndure that " the interest in the subject
(Sporadic Cretinismî) is at prusent a .ur) practical
one, imasuicli as the observations on the bene-
ficial effcts of thy roid fecding have bue shown
il several casus, particularl) in those a n within
the rlrst threc or four yeais of life," and it is to bc
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hoped that further experirients in his own case
na, confirmu this stateinunt. Th. roid feeding and
the extract ha\ e also buun employed with success
iii cases of psoriasis, b) Dr. Byron Bramwell, in
the Edinburgh Royal Infirmar>, and by Dr. John
Gordon, in the s) philitic formî of the sanie disease,
in thu Aberdeen Gîeiral DI ispensary. Before
concluding, we might saN that there are no cases
of cretinism or nyxedcna reported, so far as we
are awarc, eitlier amongst the white or native popti-
lation of British Columbia. Enlargenients of the
thN roid art not comnion hure, in fact we might
say thait tliy arc even rare. Dr. Osler tells us
tuait there is somint mîisunderstanding existing with
regard to the definition of a crétin, somîe confound-
ing them w'ith ordinary idiots. Ile says the terni
crétin "should bu linitud accurately tu a forn of
idiocv associated witli chang-es iii or absence of
the thyroid gland." l3riand, Chandé and Bouis,
in their Maznuel Comnplel de Médicine Léga/e, claini
that crétins are not subject to the lits of passion

and excitemient which chiaracterize idiots. We
vill venture to quote an extract touching this point

from that ailuable work: "Aussi déshérités qu.
les idiots au point dc vue intellectuel les crétins
n'ont pas lus excitations périodiques ou passagères
que l'on observe chuz ces derniurs. Dans curtains
Calitons de la Suiss où le crétinisme est très
commun, ou oit les crétins calmes inmpossibles
indifférents à la curiosité par fois indiscrète dus
voyageurs.
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Iln icw of tie fact that rctiprocit in registra-
tion is a bout b ing negotiatud bîtw uei the Maritiiu
Provinces, it will bu nttssary lu appeal tu thL
Le'islature of this pro\ inct during ils first scssion.
Tle chiang shoiuld umlody the urricuilun of
studius of at ltast foui ears, w ith a prelimiiar)
mîatrit.ulation exanninat.on bufore thc stucu.s btginî,
and an u.sainationi in Lvury case as the onily ltgal
qIualii.ation to lualiz the practice of iedicinu.
Ilni matters ofdetail, tht.( Cotuncil will require pow er
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