
188.]THE CRISIS IN OUR COUNTRY.

upon, the homes and hiaunts of ail this poverty and misery is Conse-
-cratcd Capital.

Ouir rapid devclopnient is our peril. Few of -is realize the amazing
growth of now citios in our groat West. In 187î8 1 )vont to a noew set-
tlinent iu Wisconsin. Eigliteen months before aul iron. mine hiad been
discovoeo and the first troc felled for a human habitation. Thiere was
thon a popuflation of twclve huindred mon, and twonty grogshops, with
gambling saloons and othier accompanimonts, iLUd ono church. just or-
ganized ! The adlvianciLgq wavc of civilization sweeps westward thirty
miles a year, and the centre of gyravity swings westward so fast that,
while it wvas oast of the Alloghianies boforo tlic Revolution, it 110W

hiovers noar the Mississippi
TL hs e ilges are becoming stra/cgwe centres of population and

inifluience. The gîithering of those hordes makes necessary tho rail-
road for tiavel and trafflo ; thon cross-roads are buiît, until now settie-
meWîs becomo railroad contres. Thiere flie opposing forces of Christ
and the Devii meot and clash in conflict. There we ougçht to put our
strongrest mon, compotent to organize the forces of Christ and the
Church and load thei- on to victory and tutun the tide of battle. Whiat
are we doing? We arc so crippling our Board of Home Missions that
thie cannot man those strategio contres as they oitghF. Tlhe home mis-
sionary gcts but a pittance, froni th e Board, and the local church cau-
not sustain him. 1-le retires to other fiels whoere, 1-e can comimand a
support, and the consoquence is that somo of the most important posts
ini the Grand Army of Chirist's Chiurcli are lef t ungarrisoned or with. a
weak, insufficient, inefficient force.

Nohlemiahi was the mnodel organlii.zer. lie acted on thrce great prin-
ciples : division of labor, co-operation anid concentration. Whien the
truimpet sonnded it mvas the signal that at somne weak point iii the Wall
the enerny hiad made ai. assault. One weak place in the Wall exposed

1- whcele, city. And so, wvhen the trumpet sounded, every workman
left hlis own place and rushied to the assaulted point. I think 1 hear
flic signal of distross from the weak points iii the Wall.

Gèod lias a, plan iii the ages-and i, every age a special. providential
purpose. Prince Albert used to say to thie yonng moen of his day,

1Fincl ont God's plan in your generation-and thon beware lest you
cross it, but fail into your place in that plan.-" W~e may, toward that
plan, liold oimiel1ves iii one of three attitudes-either apathy, antipathy,
or sympathiy. Wo nîay yokc ourselves to G od's chariot, and while we
seek to boar it on be borne on with it ; or ive may cross its pathi and
bc cruished beneath. its -%hleels, or we iay simply lag bohlind iii listless-
ncss and ir±difforenco, and be loft behind lu its onward progrcss. But
we must quickly decide. Wliile ive deliberate flic crisis is u.on us and
the opportunity is lbone?

Can you doubt that God lias a plan in ontr Iistory? Why, tlien, did
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